NEWS from TOWN HALL               Summer  2011
21 N Main St      Boonsboro MD 21713     301-432-5141
email – bns.townhall@myactv.net            web site www.town.boonsboro.md.us

Holiday Closings
Town Offices will be closed for the following legal holidays:

Independence Day – Monday, July 4th
Labor Day – Monday, September 5th 

(Residential trash collections will not be affected by these holidays.)

Shafer Park Summer Concerts

Come join us in Shafer Park for the following concerts.  
Concert time is 7 p.m.  (Please check website for possible changes.)
Sunday, August 7th – Mercy-Mercy
Sunday, September 25th  –  Lynn Routzahn

Eleventh Annual Independence Day Celebration

This year, we will celebrate our national holiday on the evening of Friday, July 1st in Shafer Park. (Rain date Sunday, July 3rd.)  The fun, food, and festivities begin around 5 p.m. and end with fireworks about 9:30 p.m.  Various organizations will be selling hot dogs, hamburgers, soft shell crabs, country ham sandwiches, French fries, nachos, soft serve ice cream & brownies, lemonade, bottled water and soft drinks. Entertainment will be provided by the Rohrersville Band and DJ Jeff Taulton, who will be taking requests throughout the evening.  Please bring lawn chairs or blankets.   


National Night Out – America’s Night Against Crime

This is a community-police awareness raising event which takes place on Tuesday, August 2nd in Shafer Park running from 5:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Free food and drinks will be provided.  The Mayor & Council, the Boonsboro Police Department, and the Public Safety Commission jointly sponsor this well-attended event. MD CHIP (Child Identification Program) can help locate missing children by collecting data on a child including finger prints, photo and identifying characteristics. The Western MD Masonic Lodge will be providing this service free-of-charge in the Community Center. Pertinent information on the child is required. 

Boonesborough Days

The Boonsboro Historical Society’s annual juried craft show which is always held on the weekend following Labor Day. The dates are Saturday and Sunday, September 10th and 11th, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.  For more information call 301-432-5889.
Sewer Rate Increase – Effective July 1, 2011
The base rate for residential sewer customers will increase from $55.00 to $56.00 per quarter.  The additional gallonage rate will change from $3.00 to $4.00 per each 1,000 gallons used.  The changes will be reflected on the September 2011 billing.  A minimum bill of a 6,000 gallon water usage will be $120.50.  The sewer rate increase for Commercial Customers will also increase from $55 to $56 per EDU and from $3 to $4 for each 1,000 gallons used per billing quarter.

Contact Information
We would like to be able to notify you in case of an emergency such as a broken water main and therefore would like to have a current phone number to add to your billing information. Your number will not be given out to anyone unless it is already listed in a phone directory.  Please put your phone number on your utilities remittance stub.  

Landlords, please ask your tenants to provide Town Hall with a contact number for the same purpose and also let your tenants know that they may obtain copies of the newsletter at the Town Hall so they can be made aware of upcoming events and changes in Town policies. 

Be Prepared!
Whether the cause is an earthquake, fire, flood, hurricane, or tornado - if disaster strikes, you need to be prepared. Prepare now for a sudden emergency.
Tornado

A tornado may strike quickly, with little or no warning. 

What to do 

· Be ready to take shelter in a safe room, basement, or other underground shelter

· If there is no basement, put as many walls as you can between you and the elements

· Stay away from corners and windows, they attract debris

· DO NOT open windows

· If outside, DO NOT go under an overpass or bridge, flat land is safer

· NEVER try to outrun a tornado

Floods

Floods are the most frequent disaster in the US and occur quite frequently. A Flash flood is a short lived increase in water, such as a stream overflowing and than receding.

What to do 

· Tune into news broadcasts on portable radios
· Be aware of any area near your house where flooding is likely to occur
· Be ready to relocate or take shelter if the need arises
· Shut off electrical appliances

Severe Storms

Severe thunder storms are very likely to turn up in Washington County and can cause lots of damage. Lightning strikes can lead to fires, medical problems, and power outages.

What to do

· Stay indoors as much as possible

· Tune into news broadcasts on portable radios 
· Avoid using water or metal products or doing tasks requiring either

· Have a land-based or cell phone available
· Avoid tall objects, anything metal, water and/or open fields

For any disaster do the following:

· Tune into news broad casts on battery operated radios
· Unplug electronic appliances, such as TV’s and computers  

· Turn off water, gas and electricity at main switches when necessary

· Have a land–based or cell phone available

· Have a flashlight and a battery operated clock with fresh batteries

· If outside, beware of downed trees and power lines (consider all downed lines energized and extremely dangerous)

