BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
SEPTEMBER 18, 2017
PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 PM
PROPOSED CHANGES TO MAIN STREET

The Boonsboro Mayor and Council held a Public Hearing as duly advertised on Monday, September 18, 2017 in the Meeting Chambers of the Charles F. ‘Skip’ Kauffman Building. In attendance were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Cynthia Kauffman, Council Members Janeen Solberg, Brigitte Schmidt, Rick Byrd, Marilee Kerns and Terry Davis. Also present were Town Manager Megan Clark, Police Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller.

Mayor Long opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 PM for the purpose of receiving public input, either in support of or in opposition to the Proposed Changes to Main Street to remove four (4) parking spaces along the westbound side of South Main Street for the installation of a 100 foot left turn lane for the Main Street left turn movement with an exclusive left turn phase; and to remove three (3) parking spaces on the south side of the east leg of the intersection of Shafer Park Drive and North Main Street.
The floor was opened for public comment:
· Dana Healy, 4 North Main Street, owner of Josie’s on Main. Stated that there is already very little parking on Main Street, noting that if the four spaces are removed near Dan’s Taphouse, their customers will then park on the opposite side of the street near her shop and she will lose parking spaces for her customers. Asked if there is any chance of placing a light at the intersection of North Main Street, Orchard Drive and Shafer Park Drive. 
· Paul Healy, 210 North Main Street. Stated that there are always cars parked in the three parking spaces near Shafer Park Drive. Stated that removing seven parking spaces on Main Street, when there is already very little parking in Town, is a bad idea. Stated that a light, or something, is needed at the intersection of North Main Street, Orchard Drive and Shafer Park Drive.
· Diane Webb, 9 South Main Street, owner of A Cut Above. Stated that there is already a lack of parking spaces for customers on Main Street and if you take away spaces you will be taking away customers. Stated that many of her handicapped customers use the four parking spaces on South Main Street that are slated for removal. Stated that there is already a speeding problem with vehicles trying to make it through the intersection and that adding a passing lane will only increase that speed. Stated that there will also be no place for delivery trucks to park when they make deliveries to the businesses on Main Street.
· Matt Gibson, 31 South Main Street. Stated that losing four parking spaces at the Town Square is a big deal when there is very limited parking to begin with. Stated that removing commercial parking spaces in Town is only helping commuters and not helping Town businesses and residents. 
· Mike Kefauver, 14 – 20 South Main Street. Asked if the traffic back-up issue was looked at on Potomac Street by SHA. Stated that the traffic gets backed-up from the Town Square all the way back to Sinnesin Drive. Stated that it is not a good idea to remove the four parking spaces in front of Dan’s Taphouse when you have people dining outside not even 5-feet away from fast moving traffic that is trying to speed through the intersection to make the light. He stated that it would create a very big hazard. Asked if something could be done to change the traffic pattern with the traffic lights at the intersection rather than removing spaces. 
· George Messner, 33 North Main Street, President of the Boonsboro Historical Society. Stated that the Boonsboro Historical Society is the tenant of the Trolley Station and the National Road Museum on North Main Street. Stated that Main Street is a commercial crossroad through Town and that the removal of any parking spaces is not a good idea and will hurt the downtown area. Stated that removing spaces accommodates commuters and not residents and businesses. Stated that a 4-way automated signal is needed at the intersection of North Main Street, Orchard Drive and Shafer Park Drive. 

The following were written comments received:
· Raya Yeary, 14 S. Main Street, owner of Talon Studio. Against changes due to parking needed for businesses
· Dan Aufdem-Brinke, 3 S. Main Street, owner of Dan’s Restaurant and Taphouse. Against changes due to parking needed for businesses
· Charles Schwalbe, Betty’s Avenue. Against changes stated slow pace adds to small charm and should not be changed to convenience commuters.

John Wolford, State Highway Administration Traffic Engineering Manager, stated that the Traffic Study was conducted at the request of the Town’s Public Safety Commission. He stated that the Study was merely done as a tool for the Town. He further stated that SHA had studied a light at the intersection of North Main Street, Orchard Drive and Shafer Park Drive and the traffic at that intersection is not high enough to warrant a traffic signal.

Mayor Long stated that speed limits will soon be reduced through Town to 30 mph from MD67 to Mousetown Road, 25 mph in the center of Town from Mousetown Road through Thomas Lane, and 30 mph from Thomas Lane to Route 68/Lappans Road and Chase Six Boulevard.

Council Member Byrd stated that the Public Safety Commission has looked at every option for Main Street and that it is not an easy situation.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Ms. Healy asked if there is any place to add an additional parking lot in Town. Town Manager Clark stated the Council has not had a formal discussion about additional parking.

Council Member Kerns asked if the traffic lights could be set to different light shift to help traffic. Asked if there is a possibility to set time restrictions for the parking spaces on Main Street to allow for the lane shift.

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Long closed the Public Hearing at 7:07PM.   

Respectfully submitted,		


Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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