


BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
JULY 30, 2018
PUBLIC HEARING
6:30 PM
PROPOSED CHANGES TO MAIN STREET

The Boonsboro Mayor and Council held a Public Hearing as duly advertised on Monday, July 30, 2018 in the Meeting Chambers of the Charles F. ‘Skip’ Kauffman Building. In attendance were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Rick Byrd Council Members Marilee Kerns, Ray Hanson, Terri Hollingshead, Tony Nally and Rick Weaver. Also present were Town Manager Krista Davis, Police Chief Charles Stanford, Town Planner Ethan Strickler and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Long opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 PM for the purpose of receiving public input, either in support of or in opposition to the proposed changes to Main Street. Assistant Mayor Byrd reviewed the highlights and recommendations from the State Highway Administration’s (SHA) Traffic Study from 2017. He stated that the Public Hearing is to receive input on the proposed changes to Main Street to remove four (4) parking spaces along the westbound side of South Main Street at the Town Square for the installation of a 100 foot left turn lane for the Main Street left turn movement with an exclusive left turn phase; and to remove three (3) parking spaces on the south side of the east leg of the intersection of Shafer Park Drive and North Main Street; and to place a left turn lane at the eastbound approach of Main Street and the necessary removal of parking to accommodate this change. 

The floor was opened for public comment:
· Diane Webb, 9 South Main Street, owner of A Cut Above. Stated that traffic is an issue in the Town Square, but she is not sure what the solution is. Stated that it is scary how fast motorist drive through the Square now, and that she is afraid to see how fast they will drive if a turn lane is added. Stated that there is already a lack of parking spaces for customers on Main Street and if you take away spaces it will be detrimental to the businesses. Stated that many of her elderly and handicapped customers use the parking spaces on South Main Street in front of her business that are slated for removal. Stated that there will also be no place for delivery trucks to park when they make deliveries to the businesses on Main Street. Very concerned about the safety of pedestrians and the speed of motorists. 
· Steve Harwood, 5514 Amos Reeder Road. Stated that it takes him 35 minutes to drive through Town on a Friday afternoon. Stated that there is a serious traffic issue in the Town Square. Stated that there is a need for better traffic flow and the clearing the traffic congestion. 
· Chuck Schwalbe, 19237 Betty’s Avenue. Stated that his main interest lies in the Town Square. Stated that it is very busy with pedestrians and vehicles, which makes it a very special and pleasant place. Stated he is concerned that if the parking spaces are removed in the Town Square, pedestrians will be only a few feet away from vehicles driving faster through the intersection, making it very unsafe. Stated that the Town Square is for pedestrians and that this plan favors motorists. Asked that the Council makes a wise decision for the Town’s people and not for the people just driving through. 
· Lewis Kefauver, 14 – 20 South Main Street. Stated that it is very unsafe to remove parking spaces in front of Dan’s Taphouse and add a turn lane when you have people eating 5-feet from vehicles speeding through the intersection. Stated that removing parking spaces will kill the businesses in the Town Square. Asked if something could be done to change the traffic pattern with the traffic lights at the intersection rather than removing spaces. 
· Michael and Rebecca Guernieri, 418 North Main Street. Stated that they are concerned with the removal of parking spaces at North Main Street and Maple Avenue. Stated that they use the parking space in front of their home to safely back out of their small drive way. Stated that they are not in favor of removing the parking spaces to accommodate the turn lane onto Maple Avenue. Stated that they are dependent on the spaces in front of their home. Suggested extending Chase Six Boulevard to help elevate some of the traffic coming through the intersection. 
· Jeff Zimmerman, 420 North Main Street. Stated that there is not a lot of time during the day that traffic backs up at the North Main Street and Maple Avenue intersection, except when school is in session. He stated that traffic backs up in the morning before school and at the end of the day when school lets out. Stated that there is already no place for anyone to park in that area, and that removing spaces to add a turn lane will reduce parking even more and actually reduce property values. Stated that motorist already do not stop to let pedestrians cross in the crosswalks and still will not stop if the traffic pattern is changed. 
· Tiffany Ahalt, 5940 Cole Road, representing the National Road Heritage Museum. Stated that the National Road Heritage Museum, on the corner of North Main Street and Shafer Park Drive, is slated to open in the spring of 2019. Stated that the Museum needs the front parking spaces for buses to unload visitors and for tourists to park. Stated that the National Road is a historical and commercial crossroad through Town and that the removal of any parking spaces is not a good idea and will hurt the downtown area. Suggested contacting other communities along the National Road who have also faced the same issues to see what their solutions were, and to reach out to the State Highway Administration for other ideas. Stated that the Town needs to find a good balance for residents and tourists, and also needs parking for handicapped and disabled people. Asked the Council to provide a timeframe for implementation.  
· Charles ‘Skip’ Kauffman, 416 North Main Street, former Town Mayor. Stated that he is an advocate for the residents and businesses of Boonsboro, not the commuters who are just driving through Town. Stated that he has lived in his house for 25 years and the only time that traffic backs up at the North Main Street and Maple Avenue intersection is when school is in session. Asked that the Council leave the traffic flow as it is. Stated that removing parking spaces at the National Road Museum and the Trolley Station is ludicrous. Stated that traffic in the Town Square has always been and issues, but that taking away parking spaces is not the answer.  Stated that the SHA Traffic Study recommendation is to only accommodate commuters and not for the residents. Stated that the SHA does not have a vested interest in the Town, and that they do not live here. Asked that the Council vote for the residents and not the commuters. 
· Kristin Bowl, 800 Brookridge Drive. Stated that it sometimes takes her 20 minutes to drive from the Crestview development to Della Lane, and that she agrees that traffic is an issue. Stated that she also agrees with Ms. Webb that changes at the Town Square will result in motorists driving faster through Town. Stated that it is hard to exit your vehicle when you are parked on Main Street now. Stated that she is a member of the Boonsboro Economic Commission (EDC) and that they conducted a survey to determine why Town residents don’t visit the businesses in the Town Square. Stated that the #1 reason people submitted was the lack of parking. 
· McShane Duus, 414 North Main Street. Stated that the on-street parking spaces near the North Main Street and Maple Avenue intersection are primarily used for safely backing out of driveways. Stated that for the first few homes before the street light where they are proposing to remove the parking spaces, you cannot see over the hill and can’t safely back out of the driveways without backing into one of the parking spaces. Stated that the new Council ran on the ballot of ‘The Town Council is not listening to you, vote for us and we will listen.’ Stated that they need to listen to the residents, and that the people directly affected by the spaces being removed are completely against it. Stated that he would not have purchased his home in 2016 without the on street parking spaces. Stated that it is very dangerous for children to cross Main Street in the crosswalks to go to school and something needs to be done to correct that. 
· Eugene Curtin, 111 Potomac Street. Stated that they moved to Boonsboro because of its wonderful pedestrian friendly Town Square. Stated that the Town is a safe place for kids right now, but that he is worried that Boonsboro will turn into a thoroughfare. Stated that taking away parking spaces on Main Street in the Town Square is like taking away the charm of the small town. Asked the Council what they plan on doing in 5 years when traffic is even heavier.
· Peggy McIntosh, 412 North Main Street. Stated that she is the first house at the light on the corner of North Main Street and Thompson Court at the Maple Avenue intersection. Stated that she absolutely has to use the on street parking space to safely back out of her drive way. Stated that there is no other way to get out of her driveway and that she has no rear parking at her home.

The following were written comments received:
· Raya Yeary, owner of Talon Studio. Against the removal of the parking spaces at the Town Square due to the need for parking for businesses and the safety of pedestrians.
· Bruce Wilder, property owner of Dan’s Taphouse and owner of Vesta Pizzeria. Against the removal of the parking spaces at the Town Square due to the need for parking for businesses and the safety of pedestrians.
· Janeen Solberg, Manager of Turn the Page Bookstore. Against the removal of the parking spaces at the Town Square due to the need for parking for businesses and the safety of pedestrians.
· McShane and Loretta Duus, 414 North Main. Against the removal of the on-street parking spaces near the North Main Street and Maple Avenue intersection which are used for residents to safely back out of their driveways.
· Margaret (Peggy) McIntosh, 412 North Main Street. Against the removal of the on-street parking spaces near the North Main Street and Maple Avenue intersection which are used for residents to safely back out of their driveways.
· Diana Abrecht and Eric Ferguson, 400 North Main Street. Against the removal of the on-street parking spaces near the North Main Street and Maple Avenue intersection which are used for residents to safely back out of their driveways.

Assistant Mayor Byrd clarified that the recommendation is to only remove two (2) parking spaces at the North Main Street and Maple Avenue intersection to accommodate the turn lane, and to figure out a way to make the crosswalk safer for school children. He stated that the traffic changes that are being proposed are not just for non-residents and commuters. He further stated that the Council understands the problems that the proposed traffic changes will create, and that they will take all of the comments into consideration when making their decisions.  Assistant Mayor Byrd stated that he understands that the Council will need to make concessions. He suggested adding a handicapped parking space at the National Road Heritage Museum instead of removing the three (3) parking spaces. 

Council Member Kerns stated that motorist will drive around stopped vehicles that are trying to turn, and that in her opinion it is safer to designate a turn lane rather than having motorists trying to squeeze through. 
 
John Wolford, State Highway Administration Traffic Engineering Manager, attended the Public Hearing but did not make any comments. 

Barbara Wetzel asked if the Council will be accepting additional written comments from residents and businesses before they make their decision. Mayor Long and Assistant Mayor Byrd said yes. 

Mayor Long stated that traffic is a problem and has always been a problem in Town. He stated that he feels for the merchants in the Town Square. He further stated that the Council will have to look into their options. 

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Long closed the Public Hearing at 7:40PM.   

Respectfully submitted,		


Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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