BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
AUGUST 27, 2018
PUBLIC HEARING
6:35 PM
FLETCHER’S GROVE AMENDMENT TO ANNEXATION AGREEMENT REQUEST

The Boonsboro Mayor and Council held a Public Hearing as duly advertised on Monday, August 27 2018 in the Meeting Chambers of the Charles F. ‘Skip’ Kauffman Building. In attendance were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Rick Byrd Council Members Marilee Kerns, Ray Hanson, Tony Nally and Rick Weaver. Also present were Interim Town Manager Kimberly Miller and Town Planner Ethan Strickler.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Mayor Long opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 PM for the purpose of receiving public input, either in support of or in opposition to the Fletcher’s Grove Amendment to Annexation Agreement Request. 

Town Planner Strickler stated that the Town received a Request to Amend the Annexation Agreement from 2006 to eliminate the requirement for Senior Housing (Paragraph 3) and to defer the deadline for bonding the construction of Chase Six Boulevard (Paragraph 6) to a later Phase of the property’s development for Fletcher’s Grove from the Attorney for Jim Draper, the Managing Member of Dean 8486, LLC and Ringley, LLC. Town Planner Strickler stated that the proposed Amendment would delete “Paragraph 3. Senior Housing.” and replace the paragraph with “Paragraph 3. Intentionally deleted by this Amendment.” He stated that this would eliminate the requirement to provide senior level housing in the form of single story duplexes as part of the first Site Plan submitted to the Town for development of the property. He further stated that this Amendment would also amend “Paragraph 6. Chase Six Boulevard,” and replace the paragraph with the following: “Paragraph 6. Chase Six Boulevard. The owners shall be responsible to construct Chase Six Boulevard (to include a completed intersection at Maryland Route 66). The owners will bond the estimated cost of such construction upon issuance of the 26th building permit for the 53-lot Phase 3 of the Fletcher’s Grove subdivision (known as “Dean North”) being that portion of the property located on the north side of Chase Six Boulevard. The owners will complete the construction of Chase Six Boulevard (to include a completed intersection at Maryland Route 66) prior to the issuance of the first (1st) building permit for that later phase of the Fletcher’s Grove subdivision known as “Dean South.” He stated that this would defer the requirement to bond the estimated cost of the construction of Chase Six Boulevard from the recordation of the first final subdivision plat for the property to the issuance of the 26th building permit for “Dean North”, which is the first submitted Concept Plan for the development and was reviewed by the Planning Commission in June of 2018. Town Planner Strickler stated that the Planning Commission, at their June meeting, recommended to the Mayor & Council to consider the approval of the proposed change to “Paragraph 3. Senior Housing.” of the Annexation Agreement, which would remove the developer’s requirement to provide for senior level housing as a part of the first Site Plan submitted to the Town, and that the Planning Commission, also at their June meeting, recommended to the Mayor & Council to deny the proposed change to “Paragraph 6. Chase Six Boulevard.” which would defer the deadline for bonding the construction of Chase Six Boulevard and consider adding language to the Amended Annexation Agreement that sets a date and conditions for the completion of the construction of Chase Six Boulevard. 

The floor was opened for public comment:
· Ena Bovell Martin, 15 Holder Court, President of Fletcher’s Grove HOA. Stated that a letter and petition was submitted on behalf of the residents of Fletcher’s Grove in opposition of the Amendment of the Annexation Agreement. Stated that she is very disappointed with the developers and the promises that were made that were never honored. Stated that traffic coming in and out of the development will bottlenecks if Chase Six Boulevard is not completed through to Route 66. Stated that they have been waiting for 13+ years for a promised development sign. 
· Council Member Kerns asked if Chase Six Boulevard is completed, would they be opposed to single family homes. Ms. Bovell Martin stated that they are apprehensive to any changes.
· Joe Swope, 27 Chestnut Avenue. Stated that he is opposed to the Amendment. Stated that he is opposed to the removal of the Senior Housing. Stated that the community needs Senior Housing as many of the Town residents are coming into their senior years. Stated that he is opposed to delaying the construction of Chase Six Boulevard, noting that it has been 12 years since the road was promised. Stated that Boonsboro has an ever increasing issue with traffic.
· Eric Kitchen, 115 Orchard Drive. Stated that there is an approved Plan for the development of 48 Senior Housing units on Orchard Drive. Stated that the developer submitted a Plan change for 70 3-story townhomes, which was later withdrawn. Stated that Senior Housing creates less density and less traffic than single family dwellings. Stated that developers make changes for their Plans to help themselves, not the citizens of Boonsboro. Stated that changes to Fletcher’s Grove will set a precedence for Orchard Drive. 
· Richard Hawkins, 101 Maple Avenue. Stated that he has lived in his home for 47 years. Stated that in 2006 he was a member of the Town Council and that they negotiated two things with the developers of Fletcher’s Grove; connecting Chase Six Boulevard to Route 66 and building Senior Housing. Stated that he is adamantly opposed to the changes of the Agreement. Stated that he is also concerned with the environmental issues that the stormwater ponds are creating. Stated that the Boonsboro Schools are already overcrowded and in disrepair. Stated that single family homes will add a lot more students. 
· Bob Sweeney, 14 Knode Circle. Stated that this is a very unpopular topic. Stated that Washington County has been rezoning areas and forcing Senior Housing developments. Stated that many people from South County are moving to South Pointe in Hagerstown. Stated that Chase Six Boulevard needs to be built out before new construction of houses to alleviate traffic.
The following written comments were received opposing the Amendment Request:
· Eric Kitchen, 115 Orchard Drive.
· Richard and Christine Hawkins, 101 Maple Avenue.
· Glenn and Jeannette DeShazo, 103 Maple Avenue.
· Brian and Wendi Smith, 107 Maple Avenue.
· Ena Bovell Martin, President of Fletcher’s Grove HOA, 15 Holder Court.
· Petition from Fletcher’s Grove residents with 24 signatures

Council Member Hanson asked for a definition of Senior Housing. Town Planner Strickler stated that Senior Housing is age restricted housing for ages 55 and older. Town Planner Strickler also stated that, for the purposes of this topic, Senior Housing is defined in the annexation agreement as, “…senior level housing in the form of single story duplexes (for example, as exists in the SouthPoint subdivision development in the City of Hagerstown)…”. 

Jim Draper, the Managing Member of Dean 8486, LLC and Ringley, LLC, stated that he started buying parts of Boonsboro in 1988. He stated that it took 5-years to obtain a SHA Entrance Permit from Alternate Route 40 to construct Chase Six Boulevard. He further stated that he has submitted the request to SHA to construct a construction entrance to Chase Six Boulevard from Route 66. Mr. Draper stated that the commercial sites on Chase Six Boulevard are not selling because the road is not completed. He stated that as soon as the SHA Entrance Permit is received, he will begin the road construction.

Hearing no further comments, Mayor Long asked for a motion to close the Public Hearing. Motion by Assistant Mayor Byrd, second by Council Member Weaver to close the Public Hearing at 7:20PM. Motion carried. 

Respectfully submitted,		


Kimberly A. Miller
Interim Town Manager

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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