Boonsboro Public Safety Commission
Meeting Minutes
Monday, August 20, 2018

Present:  Chair, Chad Matthews, Marty Love, Rick Stevens, Christi Weaver, Greg Seymour, Jean Burns, and Jen Paugh.  M & C Liaison Terri Hollingshead absent with notice, Council Member Tony Nally was the representative.

Guests:  Council Members:   Marilee Kerns, Rick Weaver & Ray Hanson and Town Engineer Ethan Strickler

Chairman Matthews called the meeting to order at 7:00.

July minutes were approved with a motion from Rick Stevens and seconded by Greg Seymour, PSC voted to approve the July minutes.

Citizen’s comments: 
Bob Sweeney, 14 Knode Circle asked the commission to look into the 5 ton vehicle parked in front of 6 Knode Circle.  He asked that we work on solutions to avoid large trucks, over 1 ton, except local deliveries to go through such a small area.  We have many elderly folks and neighbors who walk with their animals and this causes a dangerous situation.  Perhaps we could post a sign??  Mr. Sweeney also stated that it was an eye sore and the residents of the neighborhood will be approaching the Planning/Zoning Commission. Ethan Strickler spoke and stated that he received numerous complaints and came out and took notes and pictures.  He reviewed the town policies and stated that the owner in question would have to move the rig out of the yard but could park it in his driveway.  There are codes and restrictions in the Boonsboro health code that requires access to water and sewer lines.  Chad stated that he thought there was a no parking restriction in residential areas.  It then was stated that the owner in question was a habitual offender with other violations so Ethan would be calling him and asking him to move it to his driveway.   

Tracy Carr, 4 Knode Circle, also was upset about finding the truck in the front yard by her residence.  She felt that the town should protect the residents of Boonsboro and not allow this type of issue.   

Old Business:
Tony spoke about the SHA recommendations and stated that the M & C voted and approved for the turning lane at the intersection of 34 and Main Street.  We are working with churches and businesses to produce parking for the businesses that will lose parking spaces.  He also stated that there would be specifications made to the light at Maple and Main by the school entrance for safety at the crosswalk.

New Business:
Parking issues along the 200 block of South Main were discussed because the homeowners feel unsafe when pulling out of their driveway.  Also, the issue with the parking at Sycamore Run and Monument Drive.   It was discussed among the PSC members with Mr. Strickland and was decided that we place NO Parking signs in front of 224 S Main to 308 S Main on the opposite side.   Rick Stevens asked if this would be enforced.  The recommendation was NO Parking, so Ethan will be contacting John Wolford to get the signs for the 5 driveways.     We also discussed the crosswalk at Orchard Drive and Tony Nally said that Terri is still in contact with Delegate Parrott and working hard to make changes.

NNO – Chad was pleased that we had a successful NNO despite the rain.  Thanks to members of the commission and a special thanks to Sgt Kevin Morgan for working to bring the drug dogs and the demonstrations for our residents.  It was a big hit!!  Congratulations to all and thanks for everyone’s help.  Christi was looking at a different approach with the food line so we wouldn’t be serving families more than once. 
Since the resignation of Chief Stanford and Officer LoRusso, the M & C have appointed Sgt Kevin Morgan as acting Chief.  We are in the process of recruiting new officers and have posted the position for a replacement.  
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Boonsboro Police Dept – with the date change for the meeting, we forgot to contact Sgt Morgan. Ray Hanson thought it was a good idea to take a look at the police department because they are the towns greatest expense in our budget.  We have officers who are taking calls for other parts of the county when the responsibility should be the WCSD and the MD State Police.  The south part of our county needs assurance from the Sheriff.  Boonsboro is down to 2 officers, with a new recruit riding with our officer before attending the academy in Carroll Co.  Ray suggested that we contact Doug Mullendore and Brian Albert to a meeting to discuss current staffing and to put some pressure on them to find answers.  Jen Paugh disagreed and thought it would a political debate. You can’t ask what they would do when one is not even elected.   Chad said there is a lack of staffing for officers everywhere but gave Ray permission to contact Sheriff Mullendore to discuss the solution and add some pressure.  Rick Weaver suggested that we may also want to contact President Terry Baker of the County Commissioners.

Fire & Rescue – Marty reminded us about the 911 parade coming up and invited all to attend.

Boonsboro Ambulance – Jean stated that we had an ambulance break down so we borrowed one from Williamsport until we get our back.  She stated that with the loss of the air conditioning and the wear and tear on the ambulance, it took a big chunk out of their budget.
Rick Stevens said the park was looking better and praised Edelen Tree Experts for the great job of taking down the tree and clean up.

Motion was made by Jean and seconded by Christi to adjourn the meeting at 8:02.  Next Meeting scheduled for Thursday, September 21, 2018.  Boonsboro Town Hall 7:00 pm

Respectfully submitted by
Christi Weaver, PSC Secretary

