ORDINANCE NO. 2006-01

THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

PARK SECURITY


WHEREAS, the General Assembly of Maryland, in Section 4-209 of the Criminal Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, has authorized municipal corporations in this State to regulate the possession of firearms, ammunition and related components within any park; and


WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council have determined that the regulation of firearms, ammunition and other weapons, as hereinafter defined, in all municipal parks owned and maintained by the Town of Boonsboro is appropriate and in the interest of public health, safety and welfare of the inhabitants of Boonsboro and patrons of the public parks and buildings in the Town;



NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1: DEFINITIONS.  


The following terms used in this Chapter shall be defined as set forth in this section:



(a)  "Weapon" means a handgun, rifle, shotgun, and ammunition and components of a handgun, rifle or shotgun, and includes any weapon, as the term is defined in Section 4-101 (5) (i) of the Criminal Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, and any other device used or intended to be used to inflict or threaten to inflict injury or harm upon a person.



(b)  “Public Place” means any park, public building or place of public demonstration in the town.

SECTION 2: WEAPONS PROHIBITED.


(a)  No person may possess a weapon in municipal parks owned and maintained by the town, except as provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section.


(b)  The possession of a firearm, firearm component or ammunition when used exclusively for the teaching or training of firearms safety, or an educational or sporting use, as contemplated in Section 4-209 of the Criminal Law Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, is not prohibited by this ordinance.


(c)  The possession of a weapon by a law enforcement officer, or a Federal or State firearms permit holder is not prohibited by this ordinance.


SECTION 3:  PENALTIES FOR VIOLATION:  A violation of this ordinance is declared a misdemeanor and subject to a fine of not more than $1,000.00 or imprisonment for a term not exceeding six months, or both fine and imprisonment.  A violation of this ordinance is also declared a municipal infraction.


SECTION 4:  OTHER LAWS:  Ordinance 2005-03 is repealed and superseded by this Ordinance.  This ordinance shall not be deemed to limit or repeal any other law or ordinance which regulates more strictly the possession of weapons.


SECTION 5:  SEVERABILITY:  If any provision of this ordinance is judicially declared invalid, such invalidity shall not affect the remaining provisions of this ordinance.


SECTION 6:  EFFECTIVE DATE:  This Ordinance is declared an emergency ordinance pursuant to Section 210 of the Charter of the Town, and shall be effective as of the date of enactment.
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