ORDINANCE NO. 2006-003
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE LAND SUBDIVISION ORDINANCE
BOONSBORO, MARYLAND

TO REQUIRE A SENSITIVE AREAS ELEMENT

ARTICLE 7, SECTION 712 AND 713, STREAM BUFFERS AND STEEP SLOPES

WHEREAS, a Land Subdivision Ordinance was adopted by the Mayor and
Council of Boonsboro on the 7 day of July, 1975, to establish regulation
governing the subdivision of land within the Town of Boonsboro and providing
for the administration and enforcement thereof, and

WHEREAS, the Town desires to protect, maintain, and enhance the public
safety and general welfare establishing requirements and procedures for
protecting the environmentally sensitive areas within the Town of Boonsboro,

and

WHEREAS, the State of Maryland has set forth a vision of the Economic
Growth, Resource and Protection Act of 1992 to protect sensitive areas, and

WHEREAS, the Town of Boonsboro Mayor and Council, in conjunction with
Town of Boonsboro Planning Commission, have recommended in the Comprehensive
Plan of 1995 to amend the subdivision ordinance to protect environmentally

sensitive areas, and

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council of the Town of Boonsboro have determined
that it is appropriate and in the best interest of the inhabitants of the
Town that the provisions thereof be amended as hereinafter provided;

WHEREAS, the Mayor and Council and Planning Commission held a duly
advertised Public Hearing on the proposed text amendment a copy which is
attached to this Ordinance in its entirety; '

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ENACTED AND ORDAINED by the Mayor and Council of
Boonsboro as follows:

SECTICN ONE: DEFINITIONS

Article 2 of the Land Subdivision Ordinance is amended by adding there
to the following additional provisions;

236. Steep Slope-
Slopes of 25% or more, or slopes greater than 15% where the soil

erodability coefficient or K factor as determined by the most current
soil survey for Washington County, Maryland is 0.35 or greater,

237. Stream
A perennial or intermittent stream identified in the most current soil

survey for the Town of Boonsboro and/or Washington County, Maryland and
field verified when necessary.

238. Stream Buffer
An area on one or both sides of a stream that is designated for the
purpose of protecting, preserving or improving water quality by
providing for filtration and dissipation of the energy of flowing water




or the maintenance or stabilization of the stream bank to prevent
erosion,

239. Floodplain, 100 Year

The floodplain as delineated in the Flood Insurance Study (FIS)
prepared by the Department of Housing and Urban Development/Federal
Insurance Administration (HUD/FIA} showing areas subject to inundation
by waters of the 100 Year Flood; and/or any study conducted by the Soil
Conservation, government authority or independent consultant; whichever
is greater.

SECTION TWO: DESIGN REGULATIONS

Article 7 of the Land Subdivision Ordinance is amended by adding there
to the following additional provisions;

712, Stream Buffers

Where a subdivision contains any portion of a perennial or intermittent
stream as defined in Section 237, a buffer shall be established and
shown on the subdivision plat as defined in Section 223, The width of
the buffer shall be determined by the Planning Commission and shall be
based upon a recommendation by the Soil Conservation District, The
Spil Conservation District shall base its recommendations on Practice
Standard #393 - Filter Strips, as described in the District’s technical
manual titled The Natural Resource Conservation Service Maryland
Technical Guide or any subsequent revisions or substitutions. The
stream buffer guidelines are also listed below.

The buffer shall be measured from and perpendicular to the top of the
stream bank. The buffer shall be expanded to include any floodplain as
defined in Section 239 and according to the Town of Boonsboro
Floodplain Management Ordinance of 1992, as amended; any non-tidal
wetland areas identified on the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources Non-Tidal Wetland’s Guidance Maps and field verified; and/or
any areas of steep slope as defined in this Ordinance.

Within the stream buffer vegetative ground cover shall be maintained at

all times. The 8oil Conservation District may recommend planting
species and methods when no ground cover exists in the buifer or
additional planting to improve existing ground cover. In general,

disturbances to natural vegetation and ground cover are prohibited.
These include disturbances by tree removal, shrub removal, clearing,
burning and spraying of pesticides. Erosion and sediment control plans
and permits are required for any soil disturbance from grading, plowing
activities that exceed 5,000 square feet or 100 cubic yard of fill. No
permanent structures or construction shall be permitted within the
stream buffer except those designed to improve water quality in the
stream or structures such as fences designed to limit access to the
stream, No septic system shall be constructed within the buffer nor
shall any septic reserve area be established within the buffer. No
storage of materials or use of motorized vehicles shall be permitted
within the stream buffer "except those approved for maintenance and

emergency uses,




In cases where adherence to the stream buffer reguirements causes undue
hardship by excessively limited buildable lot area, the Planning
Commission may vary the buffer width to provide relief. The Planning
Commission shall seek the technical knowledge of the Soil Conservation
District and balance the protection of water gquality with equitable use

of land.

STREAM BUFFER GUIDELINES

Slope % Buffer Width (on each side of the
stream) (in feetl)
0 - 86 24
7 28
8 32
g 36
10 40
11 44
12 48
13 52
14 56
15 60
16 64
17 68
18 g2
i9 76
20 80
21 84
22 88
23 92
24 96
25 100
26 104
27 108
28 112
29 116
36 120
31 124
32 . 128
33 132
34 136
35 140
Greater than 35 4' per % of slope

713. Steep 8Slopes

The Planning Commission may reguire the use of appropriate best
management practices upon the recommendation of the Soil Conservation
District where development is proposed on areas of steep slope. Septic
reserve areas as required by County and State health regulations shall
not be located in areas of steep slope as defined in Section 236.
Clearing, grading, and physical development are prohibited on slopes as
defined in Section 236, unless the development will facilitate the
stabilization of the slope; the principle structure is constructed on
piers or pilings, and is approved by the Soil Conservation District.

SECTION THREE: EFFECTIVE DATE




In accordance with Section 210 of the Charter of the Town, this
Ordinance shall become effective twenty (20) days from the time of its
adoption.

ATTEST:

/%/. )4/ / THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

Barbara Rodenhiser, Town Clerk

é;;jled F. thff7?ﬁ, Jr., Mayor
//tﬂ/u%—"——-?

Rlchard E. Haﬁklns, Sr., Counc1lman

L T

Kevin/M. Chdmbers, Councilman

Rﬁsignechffective 8/31/06

William L. Tr'tap?e, Councilman

TIRYNIY

Mer? il Y{Frank) Nuice, Councilman

Daara S Troed

Natalie J. Mozé, Councilman

Date of Introduction: August 7, 2006

Date of Adoption: September 5, 2006
September 25, 2006

Effective Date:




