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 MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 23, 2014

PRESENT: 	Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Robert Maricle, David Parmelee, David Ambrose, Curt Conway and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long Absent: Secretary Kim Koerting and Steve Jamison
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager 

PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Wright declared the Regular meeting minutes of the August 26, 2014 meeting approved as submitted. 

NEW BUSINESS

RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:
BZA14-03: Request for Special Exception – In-Home Occupation

Chairman Wright stated an application for a Special Exception to establish an In-Home Occupation at 212 Tiger Way, zoned Town Residential, has been received. He stated the Commission can make a recommendation to the Board for approval, denial, or no recommendation. 

Member Ambrose motioned to RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPROVAL OF THE REQUEST FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION TO ESTABLISH AN IN-HOME OCCUPATION. Seconded by Member Conway. Motion carried unanimously.  

DISCUSSION

UTILITIES

Town Manager Clark gave a summary of the joint meeting held with the Utilities Commission, Planning Commission, and Mayor and Council earlier in September. She stated when engineering plans are received for development, she would schedule a joint working meeting with the Planning and Utilities Commission.

The Commission discussed the proposed addition of a community propane system and propane gas in the Sycamore Run Development. Town Manager Clark stated a plan change would need to be approved by the Planning Commission before gas lines could be installed. 

The Commission discussed at length the concerns of having a community propane system and the limits it puts on the citizens in choosing the type of fuel, provider, and the ability to get out of an agreement that is signed between the developer and the provider. Town Manager Clark stated the Public Service Commission does not regulate propane; however keeps a watch on the activities and number of complaints, and completed their last review in 2011. She shared some of the information of the report as well as information from the developer of Sycamore Run regarding the potential contract with the propane provider. 

The Planning Commission felt further research on the ability of the Town to regulate community propane systems needed to be performed. Town Manager stated she would follow up with the Commission once she found more information. 

PLANNING PROCESSES

The Commission discussed having public education sessions when new development is proposed in order to provide an opportunity for residents to ask questions and state any concerns they may have. The Commission discussed the notification process and agreed to follow the same procedure that is used for rezonings. Consensus of the Commission to move forward with having a public education session for the Easterday property when comments and design are finalized for the roundabout. 

PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES

Town Manager Clark updated the Commission on the grant for the extension of Shafer Park Drive, the Town obtaining Sustainable Maryland Certified Certification, the Stormwater Management Plan for the Town prepared by University of Maryland Students, a grant received to begin planning for the Aquatic Facility, and the status of the Cobblestone Hotel. 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
	None

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
None 

ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 8:33 pm.

Respectfully submitted,

__________________
Megan Clark,
Town Manager
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