
DRAFT 
Town of Boonsboro 
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713 
Telephone: (301) 432-5141 
 
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION 
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 11, 2026 
PRESENT: Commission Members: Laura Schnackenberg, Spice Cromie, Amy Jones, Jenn Sherwood, Barb 
Wetzel, Kathy Vesely, Chris Hammer Atkins Council Liaison: Terri Hollingshead 
  
ABSENT: Janeen Solberg 
 
Guest: N/A 
 
Guest Speaker: N/A 
 
PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 7:00 pm by Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:   
The January minutes were reviewed and unanimously approved with corrections. 
 
OLD BUSINESS   

• Spring Newsletter entries to be sent to Kim Miller, due mid-March 
o Member Wetzel - Swap and Recycling Event 
o Member Wetzel - Dog Poop Dispensers 
o Member Vesely - Farmer’s Market 
o Member Vesely - PLOG: jog + pick up trash 
o Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg - Shafer Park Clean-up 
o Member Atkins - Community Garden information from Emma Eicher 
o Member Cromie - Appalachian Trail Angels and AT trivia 

 
NEW BUSINESS: 

• 13th Annual Report unanimously approved with corrections. 
• Potential new applicant for BEC: Harrison Stone to attend March 2026 BEC meeting 
• 2026-27 Fiscal Year Budget - Presenting March 9, 2026 

o Request for Emma Eicher’s stipend to be $500.00 
o Remove Clean Earth Challenge for $300.00 
o Add a request for two dog bag dispensers for Main Street / downtown at $200.00 each, 

potentially redistributed funds from the Clean Earth Challenge line item. 
o Keep $7,000.00 for Glass Crusher Project 
o Increase volunteer lunch amount (2 events) to $400 total 
o Treasurer Jones to submit  

 
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by) 
 
ENERGY: (Spice Cromie) 

• December 2025 saw end to OBBB (One Big Beautiful Bill) by current administration 
o Terminates or reduces 30% tax credit for alternative energy including solar, wind and 

geothermal 



o Will not jeopardize current projects 
o May financially deter future installations of energy efficiency 

 
SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg and Barb Wetzel) 

• Member Wetzel - Low Waste Living Workshop 5:30 - 7:00 pm at Boonsboro Library 
o DIY make and take cleaning products 

• Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg: Stream Clean-up - April 26, 2026 from 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
• Arbor Day Tree Planting - April 26, 2026 
• Swap and Recycle Event - May 9, 2026 

 
BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)  

• N/A 
 
PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel/Laura Schnackenberg) 

• Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg: Low Waste Living Workshop 5:30 - 7:00 pm at Boonsboro Library 
o DIY make and take cleaning products 

 
SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMS) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely) 

• Next Meeting is March 11, 2026 at 5:30 at Town Hall 
• Sustainability Climate Summit at Hood College / $30 each day Friday and Saturday, March 27 - 28, 2026 
• Sustainable Maryland Zoom call 

o HOA’s are having green teams 
o Gaithersburg received 715 points 

 
COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins/Janeen Solberg) 

• Member Chris H. Atkins: Emma Eicher received 3 applications for Community Garden 
o Another application submitted in-person to Town Hall 

• Extend deadline for applications - current deadline end of February 
• Garden will open mid- to late April 
• Food Forest Grant approved 

o Town will remove sod 
 
MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood) 

• N/A 
 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie) 

• Currently inaccessible due to lingering snow and ice 
• Fun facts 

o The trail is ~2,200 miles and covers 14 states 
o Only about 90% of the original trail exists due to terminus relocations, land ownership and 

easement changes, and natural occurrences to trail conditions 
o 95% of thru-hikers are NOBO (northbound) 
o Of the 4,000 attempters, only about 25% complete 
o Maryland will see the “bubble”, or most concentrated hikers, in June, centered on the 14th 

 
FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely) 

• Emails and applications sent to last year’s vendors 
o 16 applications submitted 
o Due March 15 



o Decisions made after that 
 
NOMINATING: (Amy Jones / Laura Schnackenberg) 

• N/A 
 
ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel) 

• Covered above 
 
TOWN UPDATE: (Terri Hollingshead) 

• Meeting last Monday 
• Tony Nalley’s church, Trinity Lutheran, is having steeple dedication on March 15 after service at 11:15 

am 
• High’s Convenience Store tanks are installed 
• McDonalds approvals are submitted 
• February 19 EDC Commission Mixer 6:00 -8:00 at Branded Chophouse 
• Tractor Supply asking about site plan 

o Soil borings have been taken 
• Public Works - Greg Huntsbury 

o 356 dump trucks of snow in park 
  
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:  

• Add BEC Strategic Plan to March’s agenda and invite Drew to meeting 
• Member Vesely - Natoma Varguson has requested a member of the BEC be on Boonsboro Town 

Alliance (BTA) 
 
ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 8:15 PM.   
 
Respectfully submitted by 
Spice Cromie 
  
*Next meeting: Wednesday, March 11, 2025, at 7:00 at Town Annex. 
    
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national 
origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil 
Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”. 
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