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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the ENVIRONMENTAL Commission
TUESDAY, JANUARY 8, 2013
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairperson Brigitte Schmidt, Vice-Chairperson Kathy Vesely, Secretary Amanda Whitmore, Linda Moser, Scott McIlwee, Laura Schnackenberg, Todd Kennedy, Jessica Renner and Mayor and Council Liaison Barbara Wetzel

Absent: Rosemary James

Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
Guests: Cliff Lane & Rita Bratcher
PRESIDING:      Chairperson Schmidt called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

Motion by Member Renner, second by Secretary Whitmore, to approve the agenda for January 8, 2013. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Vice-Chairperson Vesely, second by Secretary Whitmore to APPROVE the Meeting Minutes of December 11, 2012. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS
Chairperson Schmidt shared about the Green Initiative Webpage and how it listed green organizations. She felt the Boonsboro Green Fest should be included on this site as well as in the future, the Environmental Commission. Chairperson Schmidt also shared information about training in Annapolis for Farmer’s Markets and electronic recycling collection on Martin Luther King Day at the Boonsboro High School. 

Member Kennedy shared the latest Hagerstown Magazine and mentioned the green articles, particularly on Solar Energy in the magazine.
Chairperson Schmidt asked the members if they would like to receive e-packets for the meeting rather than paper packets delivered. All commission members agreed e-packets would be preferred, provided a paper copy of the reference materials was available at the meeting. 

Member Renner shared information from the City of Hagerstown about Recycling that the City distributes with the electric and water bills. She also asked if renters within Town are receiving newsletters if the water bills are sent to the property owners. Town Planner Clark stated she would look into this with the Town Clerk.

GUEST SPEAKERS
Cliff Lane & Rita Bratcher, Valley Co-Op
Rita Bratcher and Cliff Lane, with Valley Co-Op, shared information about the Co-Op, which has been operating in Southern Washington County for the past three years. Ms. Bratcher said there are currently 150 members and the food co-op is out-growing its existing space in in the Greenbriar Baptist Church, Route 40 and Mapleville Road. An on-line buying club, Valley Co-Op supports local farmers and features a variety of foods, including vegetables, meats, dairy products, bakery items, and various organic products, such as soaps and personal care products. Members pay a fee to join and then volunteer in a variety of ways for a few hours each quarter. 
Liaison Wetzel said she had been contacted previously by a member of the Co-Op who was interested in the possibility of forming a Farmers Market and hoped to begin discussions among the various groups, including the Valley Co-Op, who might be interested in pursuing the idea. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

WASTE REDUCTION COMMITTEE UPDATE
Member McIlwee provided the Commission with information the Committee discussed at its first meeting. He stated the goal and recommendation is to have once a week trash and once a week recycling pickup. The Town is currently paying an additional $48,500, not including the tipping fees, for the additional pick up of trash. According to Allied Waste, the Town’s contract hauler, picks up considerably less trash during the second collection on Friday of each week than on Tuesday, the first collection day of each week. If and when the Town adopted a plan to cut back the number of trash collections per week from two to one, she added that it might be good to suggest that Tuesday be retained as the trash collection day. Because of recycling, she reported, the Town has reduced the amount of trash going to the landfill by more than 70 tons during the first six months of the current sanitation contract with Allied.
Liaison Wetzel stated the Council would be discussing the renewal or new contact for trash and recycling in February and would like the Committee to present a recommendation to the Council. 

STRATEGIC PLANNING GOALS AND OBJECTIVES FOR THE BOONSBORO ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION (BEC)
Chairperson Schmidt stated the minutes referenced the various topics the Commission members felt the Environmental Commission should focus on to help writing a strategic plan. Town Planner Clark stated she took an example strategic plan and incorporated some of the goals from the Commission’s last meeting into a similar format to begin a rough draft of the plan. The members discussed the format and agreed a small committee should work on the plan separately. Members Renner, Whitmore, and Schnackenberg volunteered to form a committee and work on the objectives and strategic priorities of the plan.

NEW BUSINESS
ARBOR DAY PLANNING
Chairperson Schmidt stated Arbor Day is April 3rd, 2013 and asked whether the Commission would be interested in promoting an event or encouraging citizens to celebrate Arbor Day. The Commission discussed possible activities and agreed to promote Arbor Day through the webpage and a possible press release. 

CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
ADJOURN
MOTION by Vice-Chairperson Vesely, second by Member Schnackenberg to adjourn at 8:41pm. The MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
