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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission 
TUESDAY, MAY 23, 2017
PRESENT: Chairman Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, David Ambrose, Steve Jamison, and Mayor and Council Liaison Janeen Solberg Absent: David Parmelee
Staff Member(s): Megan Clark, Town Manager 
PRESIDING:      Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Wright declared the Regular Meeting Minutes of the April 25, 2017 meeting approved as submitted. 

NEW BUSINESS

RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:

Request for Variance – Fletcher’s Grove Community

Town Manager Clark presented the request for variance to vary the sign requirements to construct a community monument sign 3 feet into the right of way of Chase Six Boulevard. She stated Ordinance 2010-02 amended the Sign Regulations and noted the following:

1. Ordinance 2010-02 “Sign Regulations Amendments”, Section 7.08 “General Sign Regulations” states “C. No sign shall obstruct a clear view to and from traffic along any street right of way, entrance or exit and project beyond the right of way line of a street”. 

2. Section 7.10 Variances allows  an adjustment with respect to the “distance of permitted projection”.

3. Section 7.11 – Signs in Residential Districts “ states “No sign shall project beyond the property line into a public way, and “no sign located in any residential district may be closer than five feet to any lot line. 

4. Section 7.13 “Non residential signs within the GC and EC district” provides the requirements for a monument sign that is not for a residential use. 

Pictures of the proposed site of the sign were also submitted.  

Chairperson Wright made a motion to recommend the Board of Zoning Appeals deny the request for variance and Member Ambrose seconded the motion. 

Vice-Chairperson Maricle stated the proposed location of the sign obstructs the line of sight from the stop sign, and the sign is oriented towards Chase Six Boulevard instead of the residential development. Rick Curry, representing the applicant, stated the proposed location follows ASHTO standards. Vice-Chairperson Maricle stated while it may follow standards, when a person is stopped at the stop sign, they would not be able to see through the sign to the intersection. 

Town Manager Clark stated an applicant must prove a hardship when requesting a variance and there appears to be more space on Tiger Way that would provide an area for the sign where the sign would not protrude into the right of way. 

Chairperson amended his motion to recommend the Board of Zoning Appeals deny the request for variance to allow the community identification sign to be placed 3 feet into the right of way as the sign would be an obstruction of view and sight distance and the applicant did not prove the case to be a hardship since there is other space for the sign. Member Ambrose seconded the motion and the motion carried unanimously.

PC VACANCY

Town Manager Clark stated there are currently two vacancies on the Planning Commission and the Town has received two interest forms to serve on the Commission.
The Commission spoke with both candidates about their interest to serve. 

Motion by Member Jamison, second by Member Ambrose, to recommend to the Mayor and Council to appoint Douglas Moore and Riccardo Aiello to the fill the vacancies on the Commission. Motion passed unanimously.

PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Manager Clark stated the part-time code enforcement officer began on May 2nd and updated the Commission on the budget request, noting the Capital Improvement project of updating the regulations was not proposed to be funded for Fiscal Year 2018. She also noted that there are not any pending development plans under review. 
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

None

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

Vice-Chairperson Maricle commented on the need for no parking signs at the entrance to Sycamore Run and the brightness of the sign at Mountainside Gardens.
ADJOURN
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Manager
