BOONSBORO MAYOR & COUNCIL
MONDAY, DECEMBER 18, 2017
WORKSHOP MEETING

The Mayor and Council held their Workshop Meeting on Monday, December 18, 2017 in the Meeting Chambers of the Charles F. ‘Skip’ Kauffman Building to set the Regular Session Agenda for Tuesday, January 2, 2018. Present were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Cynthia Kauffman, Council Members Janeen Solberg, Brigitte Schmidt, Marilee Kerns and Terry Davis. Also present were Town Manager Megan Clark, Attorney William Wantz, Police Chief Charles Stanford, Budget Task Force Chairman Ernie Harr and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. Council Member Rick Byrd was absent. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Referendum:  Mayor Long stated a petition was received to not increase the Water and Sewer Rates. As a result, he asked Attorney Wantz to review since this was the first petition received. After Attorney Wantz provided his opinion, a request was made to the State’s Attorney General’s Office for an opinion. After the Attorney General did not issue an opinion, other opinions were requested to consider all points of view. The Town received an opinion back from MML and from another attorney.  Since there is agreement from all opinions that you cannot petition an administrative action, a referendum will not be held on May 8, 2018. Water and Sewer rates will be effective as adopted. Mayor Long stated he also was recently informed that the BMUC has stated the rates would not go into effect until January 1, 2018, and so an increase will not show on bills until the March billing.
· Bob Sweeney, 14 Knode Circle. Stated that he has not been contacted by the Town or the Town Attorney as requested in regards to the submitted legal opinion from Attorney Wilkinson. He asked why there are no recording of the August 7, 2017 Meeting and why the Meeting Minutes were reviewed by the Town Attorney. He stated that this is an Open Meeting Act violation.
Mayor Long asked if there were any further comments. Council Member Kerns stated that the Mayor reading a statement is not a discussion. She stated that Council Members were blindsided at the August 7, 2017 Meeting and that the Fiscal Year 2018 Budget and BMUC Water and Sewer Rates were intentionally omitted from the Agenda until the Meeting. Mayor Long asked if there were any additional comments. Council Member Kerns stated that it’s pathetic that 1,000 people signed a petition and nothing is being done. Council Member Davis stated that he doesn’t want his Water and Sewer Rates to increase either, but residents have to understand that the raising of Rates is for a service that the Town provides. Council Member Kerns stated that the General Fund has overburdened the Water and Sewer Funds. Assistant Mayor Kauffman stated that the General Fund has not put additional burden on the Water and Sewer Funds, noting that aging infrastructure repairs cost a lot. She stated that the goal has always been to have the BMUC be more self-sufficient. Council Member Schmidt stated that when information isn’t shared equally, as in the case with the August 7, 2017 Agenda, it makes you feel devalued. 

Zoning Text Amendment: Town Manager Clark reviewed that the Planning Commission unanimously approved the recommendation to the Mayor and Council to approve a Zoning Text Amendment to address temporary portable storage containers, and that the Council, at the October Workshop Meeting, requested that the Planning Commission revise the ZTA based on their comments to provide provisions for hardship cases. She provided the updated Ordinance 2017-03; An Ordinance to Amend and Add Certain Provisions to the Zoning Ordinance to Allow for Storage Containers as Temporary Uses with Changes Relating to its Text for the Councils’ review and input. She stated that she is recommending the Introduction of Ordinance 2017-03 at the January 2018 Regular Meeting and the scheduling of a Public Hearing thereafter.
· Bob Sweeney, 14 Knode Circle. Asked the Council what are “other portable structures,” noting that many storage containers and sheds are delivered on skids.
· Town Manager Clark stated that the ZTA is referring to “other portable structures” as metal sea-containers or cargo containers. She stated that all residential storage sheds require a Town Permit and must be permanently secured to the ground. 
Council Member Kerns stated that she feels amending the Zoning Ordinance will only create unnecessary problems and that it is just another way to charge residents more money. She asked how many complaints have been received regarding temporary portable storage containers and requested a list of the complaints that the Town has received. Mayor Long stated that Ordinance 2017-03 will be Introduced at the January 2018 Regular Meeting. 

Budget Task Force Update: Ernie Harr, Chairman of the Budget Task Force, provided an update and summary to the Mayor and Council on the meeting discussions of the Task Force. He stated that the Task Force only has four more upcoming scheduled meetings and that they are working towards preparing their Report, which they plan to present at the January Workshop Meeting. He provided the Stakeholder Priorities for December 2017 for the Councils’ review and input, noting that the Budget priorities should closely match the common goals of the Stakeholders. He stated that the Task Force will work on categorizing the Stakeholder Priorities and putting aside the items that the Council has no control over. He suggested that each of the Council Members select up to 5 items from the Stakeholder Priorities list and possibly hold a separate Workshop Meeting to review those goals. Mayor Long thanked Mr. Harr for the hard work of the Budget Task Force and stated that he plans to keep the Task Force as a permanent group. Members of the Council also stated that they appreciate all of the hard work and dedication of Mr. Harr and the Task Force.  

Motion by Council Member Schmidt, second by Council Member Davis to close the Workshop Meeting at 7:40pm, and motion carried.
Respectfully submitted,  

Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant	 

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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