BOONSBORO MAYOR & COUNCIL
MONDAY, APRIL 29, 2019
WORKSHOP MEETING

The Mayor and Council held their Workshop Meeting on Monday, April 29, 2019 in the Meeting Chambers of the Charles F. ‘Skip’ Kauffman Building to set the Regular Session Agenda for Monday, May 6, 2019. Present were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Rick Byrd, Council Members Marilee Kerns, Ray Hanson, Terri Hollingshead, Tony Nally and Rick Weaver. Also present were Town Manager Paul Mantello, Town Planner Ethan Strickler, Office Manager Kimberly Miller and Police Chief Kevin Morgan. The meeting convened at 7:15PM. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS (No comments were presented.)

Swearing in of Police Officer: Mayor Long and Chief Morgan presented the Oath of Office to new Boonsboro Police Officer Caleb Wade. Officer Wade graduated from the Carroll County Sheriff’s Office Training Academy on March 22, 2019.  

Presentation of Certificate of Appreciation: Mayor Long and Chief Morgan presented former Police Administrative Assistant Donna Burker with a Certificate of Appreciation on behalf of the Town and Police Department.  

PRESENTATIONS
· Washington County Bee Keepers; Greg Gentry: Greg Gentry introduced himself and provided the Mayor and Council with a packet explaining the importance of bees and safety information and explained that he has been working with bees for 9 years. Mr. Gentry stated that bees are a very important resource, that they pollinate our fruits and vegetable and provide honey. He stated that bees are not aggressive unless they are defending their hive or are swatted at, noting that their main job is to collect pollen and nectar to build their hives. He further stated that bees are very busy in the spring and often swarm on trees or houses. Mr. Gentry provided his phone number to call for assistance in removing swarms and collecting bees and asked that the information be shared on the Town website.

· Town Employee Health Insurance; Mark Kunkle – LGIT Health; Benecon: Mark Kunkle presented a PowerPoint presentation and provided the Mayor and Council with a packet explaining the LGIT Health Care Program for the Town employees. Mr. Kunkle stated that he has been working with Town Manager Mantello and Office Manager Miller to obtain a competitive health insurance quote to help with the Councils decision to switch from the Town’s current health insurance provider, CareFirst, to Cigna-Benecon. He stated that the contact is for 2-years and that it would take approximately 30-days to do the enrollment paperwork. 

· Accounting Services; Karen Dojan - Weyrich, Cronin and Sorra: Karen Dojan introduced herself to the Mayor and Council, explain that her company, Weyrich, Cronin and Sorra, has been in businesses for 40 -years, has three office locations and has been working with small local Municipalities like Boonsboro for the past 8-years for outsourced accounting. Ms. Dojan stated that her firm submitted their bid for the Town’s RFP for Accounting Services and reviewed the multiple benefits of outsourcing the Town’s accounting, noting that it removes the Auditors issue of ‘self-review threat,’ or reviewing their own work. She stated that outsourcing will help alleviate accounting deficiencies and will help the Town obtain a cleaner annual audit. Council Member Kerns stated that it is her opinion that the outsourcing service will need to be done on a monthly basis to begin with and then eventually move to a quarterly basis. Ms. Dojan stated that her firm will provide the much-needed oversight and staff will be able to call them at anything for assistance.  (NEW BUSINESS)

The National Road Museum Curb Cut-Out Project on Shafer Park Drive: Town Planner Strickler presented a PowerPoint presentation, on behalf of the National Road Heritage Foundation, for their request to create a 75-foot by 12-foot deep motor-coach/bus parking cut-out area behind the National Road and Trolley Museums on Shafer Park Drive. He stated that the preliminary discussions were held in August 2018 between Assistant Mayor Byrd, former Town Manager Krista Davis and himself, at which time he requested a Concept Plan from the NRHF. Tiffany Ahalt, of the NRHF, stated that they will be pursuing their own funding sources for the Project, if approved. She asked if the Town could please contact the State Highway Administration to find out the status of removing the one parking space and changing the other two parking space into Handicapped Parking Only in front of the Museums on North Main Street. Assistant Mayor Byrd stated that he fully supports the installation of the motor-coach/bus parking cut-out on Shafer Park Drive. (NEW BUSINESS) 

Program Open Space Project (Phase III Park Trails) Discussion: Town Planner Strickler presented a PowerPoint presentation, including the Maryland Department of Natural Resources Program Open Space award letter, for the Shafer Park Connector Phase III Park Trail and its proposed location. He stated that the Town was awarded $108,461 and that the estimated total cost of the Project is $120,000. He further stated that he thoroughly discussed the trail location with the Park Board, noting that it will connect the old Park with the new Park with a trail running from behind the Scout building, around the lacrosse field and to the new Park restroom parking lot. Council agreed that the trail will be a great addition to Shafer Park. 

Public Space Improvements at Knode Circle and Town-owned Lot on Schoolhouse Court: Town Planner Strickler presented a PowerPoint presentation on proposed improvements to the designated ‘park area’ at Knode Circle and the Town-owned lot on Schoolhouse Court. He stated that the Knode Circle park should be given a name, noting that naming the space would help with obtaining grants for trees and other projects. He further stated that ‘Summer’s Commons’ is the name that the neighbors in the Circle have suggested. Town Planner Strickler stated that the Tree Board is very interested in establishing an Arboretum that the High School students could work on and were considering the Historic Park located on North Main Street across the street from Knode Circle. He stated that he is proposing that they use the Town-owned lot on Schoolhouse Court, noting that this location would be more accessible to the students and would also be a nice addition to that area. He further stated that grants can be obtained to assist with the Arboretum and that it could be named Coach Scott Memorial Park. (NEW BUSINESS)

Assistant Mayor Byrd asked why Superintendent Huntsberry closed the fields in the new Park area over the weekend. He also asked if the lacrosse fields could be mowed later in the week so that the grass is shorter for games, noting that it is difficult for the players to see the ball in the taller grass. Office Manager Miller stated that Superintendent Huntsberry is very serious about keep the grass in the fields in great condition and often closes field due to them being too wet and muddy. 

Town Manager Mantello stated that Hetzer Paving has donated stone for the parking lot at the South County Little League field.

Town Manager Mantello stated that WGL Energy will no longer be the vendor for the Town’s solar array at the Waste Water Treatment Plant and that the array has been assigned to a new vendor, Arcadia Solar. Council discussed signing the transfer documents and what the Town’s options are. 

Motion by Assistant Mayor Byrd, second by Council Member Weaver to close the Workshop Meeting at 9:15PM. Motion carried.

Respectfully submitted,  
Kimberly A. Miller, Office Manager
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