BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 2, 2014

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Tuesday, September 2, 2014 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Janeen Solberg, Cynthia Kauffman, Barbara Wetzel, Sean Haardt and Brigitte Schmidt. Also present were Town Manager Megan Clark, Police Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the August 4, 2014 Public Hearing Minutes for Ordinance 2014-04; Repeal Ordinance 2013-02; Waste Water Treatment Plant Debt Rate, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Barbara Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the August 4, 2014 Public Hearing Minutes for Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the August 4, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes as amended, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve the August 4, 2014 Executive Session Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the August 25, 2014 Workshop Meeting Minutes, as amended and motion carried. 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the August 2014 Treasurer’s Report, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve the August 2014 Bills to be Paid Report, and motion carried.

PUBLIC COMMENTS
· Richard Toms, of 12 Stouffer Avenue, stated that he thought the Town was finished with the chicken business after the Ordinance was voted down in 2011. Stated that he would like the Town’s people to have their say and suggested allowing residents to vote on the issues, noting that this is Boonsboro, not Mayberry. He stated that there are already two homes in Town that have chickens. 
· Laura Kirby, of 401 Brookridge Drive, stated that she is concerned with enforcement of the chickens and asked how often the Town will be patrolled for enforcement of violations. 
· Jessica Renner, of 112 Lakin Avenue, stated that she presented the petition signed by fifty Town residents at the Public Hearing last month. Stated that chickens make wonderful pets, teach children responsibility, provide families with food, and are not noisy or destructive like cats or dogs; noting that no one enforces regulations over cats and dogs. She stated that she should have control over her own personal private property. 
· Peter Perini, of Hagerstown, Maryland, stated that he is a candidate for the Washington County Board of Education and a local businessman. He stated that he shares concerns regarding the overcrowding of schools in Boonsboro and will be proactive rather than reactive if elected to the BOE.

CORRESPONDENCE
· Invitation to attend the Washington County Maryland Municipal League meeting in Keedysville on September 22, 2014
· Announcement that the First Hose Company of Boonsboro will host the 12th consecutive Annual Remembrance Parade on September 11, 2014 at 6:30 PM on Main Street
· Announcement that the Remembrance in the Park will be held on September 9, 2014 at 6:30 PM in Hagerstown City Park

Police Department Report – Chief Stanford. The Police Department received 250 calls for service, which included 42 motor vehicle violations for the month of August 2014. There were two (2) adult arrests, one for theft/shoplifting at Weis Market and the other for a traffic stop/CDS violation on Orchard Drive, and zero (0) juvenile arrests. Police Department personnel attended National Night Out on August 5, 2014 in Shafer Park.

OLD BUSINESS 
Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chicken: Mayor Kauffman stated that Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens was tabled at the August Regular Meeting and that Council further discussed the topic at the August Workshop Meeting. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Solberg to approve Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens. 
Mayor Kauffman opened the floor for discussion, stating that Code Enforcement is a primary concern regarding Ordinance 2014-03. Town Manager Clark stated that both Town Engineer Hopkins and she will enforce the Ordinance. She stated that properties will be inspected after the chicken permit is issued, noting that any violation of the Ordinance would result in a Municipal Infraction and that the resident would be given 30-days to correct the permit violation, have their permit revoked or be issued a $200 per day fine until the violation is corrected. Assistant Mayor Long stated concerns that changing too many Ordinances may set a wrong precedence and that the request to amend the Ordinance may have been reintroduced prematurely. Council Member Solberg stated that she feels that the Ordinance is clear and concise, and that out of respect for the number of residents in favor of the Ordinance she feels that property owners should be given the option to raise chickens on their own personal property. Council Members Wetzel and Schmidt agreed with Council Member Solberg, noting that the Council should have faith in the enforcement process and the recommendation from the Planning Commission. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that she feels that residents who wish to have chickens should obtain their neighbors approval before applying for a permit. Council Member Haardt stated that he agrees with Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, that he spoke to the Town of Middletown to obtain their input after they unanimously voted down the request for chickens in their town, noting that it is a very difficult decision to make. Council discussed instating an $80 permit fee plus $.10 per square foot of the chicken coop, the same as a regular Town Building Permit, noting that all ‘chicken permits’ would require a site-visit as well as an annual $50 chicken permit renewal fee. Town Manager Clark stated that the fees can be addressed later in the meeting under the ‘Engineering Fees.’
Assistant Mayor Long requested a roll call vote as follows:
· Council Member Wetzel - yes
· Council Member Haardt - yes
· Assistant Mayor Long - no
· Council Member Cynthia Kauffman - no
· Council Member Solberg - yes
· Council Member Schmidt - yes
Motion carried 4 - 2. Town Manager Clark stated that Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens would become effective 20 days from today, September 22, 2014. 

NEW BUSINESS 
CIP Project Approval: Town Manager Clark reviewed that the Council approved financing for Capital Improvement Projects as part of the Fiscal Year 2015 General Fund Budget. She stated that last month the Council discussed obtaining a $100,000 loan with Susquehanna Bank for a 3-year fixed rate term at 2.16%. She stated that she is requesting to increase the financing amount with Susquehanna Bank from $100,000 to $150,000 and to include the proposed Fiscal Year 2016 Police Department patrol vehicle in the CIP Financing for Fiscal Year 2015, in addition to the projects already included in the CIP.  She stated that she is also requesting approval to move forward with the main Town signage, for the estimated cost of $22,000 from the low bidder Cronise Corporation, the Police Department interior renovations for $4,192, also from Cronise Corporation, and the Police Department exterior building signage, included in the CIP General Fund Budget. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the increase of the financed amount with Susquehanna Bank from $100,000 to $150,000 at a 3-year fixed rate term at 2.16% and to move forward with the main Town signage, Police Department interior renovations and exterior signage as described in the FY15 CIP Budget, and motion carried.

BMUC Recommendation for Operator Transition: Town Manager Clark stated that Water/Wastewater Operator Trainee Mark Austin recently passed his Maryland Board of Waterworks and Waste Systems ‘Water Operator’ test. She stated that the Utilities Commission is recommending that Mr. Austin be promoted to an Operator I position with a step I salary of $31,970. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the promotion of Mark Austin to an Operator I position with a step I salary of $31,970, and motion carried

Liaison Appointments: Mayor Kauffman announced the following Liaison appoints:
· Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission – Council Member Barbara Wetzel 
· Planning Commission – Assistant Mayor Long
· Public Safety Commission – Council Member Sean Haardt
· Park Board – Council Member Cynthia Kauffman
· Boonsboro Environmental Commission – Council Member Brigitte Schmidt
· Economic Development Commission – Council Member Janeen Solberg
Mayor Kauffman also appointed Council Member Solberg as the Assistant Town Treasurer. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve the Council Member Liaison and Assistant Treasurer appointments as presented, and motion carried

EDC Commission Appointments: Council Member Solberg, on behalf of the Economic Development Commission, presented the recommendation to appoint former Boonsboro Town Manager John Kendall and Town resident Terri Packard to the EDC. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve appointment of John Kendal and Terri Packard to the Economic Development Commission, and motion carried.

Children’s Village Donation: Town Manager Clark stated that Council proposed making a donation to Children’s Village of Washington County in the near future, noting that the program has provided fieldtrips for 2nd grade school students to teach safety education free of charge since 1991. Consensus is to wait for a formal donation request from Children’s Village.

Trolley Station Building Lease: Town Manager Clark stated that the National Road Heritage Foundation’s lease of the Trolley Station, located at 214 North Main Street, will expire in October 2014 and that they have requested to renew that Lease for a 10-year term. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve the renewal of the National Road Heritage Foundation’s Lease Agreement of the Trolley Station for a 10-year term, and motion carried.

Town Farm Lease: Town Manager Clark reviewed that the Council approved the request to allow Tracy Thomas to continue the farming and property maintenance of the 120 acre Town Farm at the August Regular Meeting and to begin lease negotiations. She stated that a 5-year Lease Agreement between the Town and Mr. Thomas has been proposed, noting that the new Lease Agreement includes the Towns’ right of access for the Debris Lot and proposed Police Shooting Range and also the stipulation to allow hunting and metal-detecting on the property. She further stated that she is recommending the approval of the proposed 5-year Lease Agreement Town and Mr. Thomas contingent upon Attorney Wantz’s final review and Councils signatures. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve 5-year Lease Agreement between the Town and Mr. Thomas contingent upon Attorney Wantz’s final review, and motion carried.

Engineering Fees: Town Manager Clark stated that the Planning Commission approved a recommendation to the Council, at their August 26, 2014 meeting, to adopt Engineering Fees due to the hiring of the Town Engineer for the reviewing of Subdivision Plans and APFO documents at the same rates as Washington County’s Development Fees. She stated that based on the approval of Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens, she is also making the recommendation to include an $80 chicken permit fee, plus $.10 per square foot of the chicken coop, and an annual $50 chicken permit renewal fee. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the adoption of Engineering Fees as well as the $80 chicken permit fee, $.10 per square foot of the chicken coop, and the annual $50 chicken permit renewal fee, and motion carried.

COMMISSION REPORTS 
Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on August 18, 2014. Amanda Kerr presented the results and a Power Point presentation of the Walkability Study which was held on July 19, 2014. Discussions included the success of the National Night Out event on August 5, 2014.

Park Board –C. Kauffman. Informal Meeting and Recognition for Park Board Chairperson Dave Wade, who recently resigned after serving over 10 years on the Board, held on August 28, 2014. Discussions included the recommendation to appoint Laura Schnackenberg as the new Chairperson, the ongoing membership drive for Friends of Shafer Park and establishing an Aquatic Center Committee. Stated that there is a vacancy on the Park Board for interested volunteers.
· Park Board Appointment: Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, on behalf of the Park Board, presented the recommendation to appoint Jeffrey Davidson to the Board. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve appointment of Jeffrey Davidson to the Park Board, and motion carried.

Utilities Commission –M. Clark. Meeting held on August 14, 2014. Guest Barry Levey, Keedysville Town Council Member and BKRWB Member, discussed his concerns over Boonsboro proposing to place 85% of the responsibility for the Water Tank and Booster Pump Station on Keedysville. Discussions included the progress of studying and identifying the I&I issues, the approval to purchase a check valve for the WWTP, the need for a water line flush at Millpoint Road, an update on the Keedysville Spring House rehabilitation project, updates on the Maple Avenue Waterline Replacement Project and the ongoing inspection of the public utilities in Sycamore Run, and the approval to recommend the transition from Operator Trainee to Operator 1 with a Step 1 salary for Mark Austin for passing his Water Operator exam. 

Planning Commission –H. Long. Meeting held on August 26, 2014. Discussions included the approval of the Concept Plan for Fletcher’s Grove Phase 3 (BNCP14-03), the Concept Plan for the Preserve at Fox Gap (BNCP14-01), and the approval to recommend the adopting of the increase in Engineering Fees and Revisions to the Council.

Economic Development Commission –J. Solberg. Meeting held on August 27, 2014. The Networking Breakfast will be held on September 19, 2014 at 7:30 AM in the Town Hall Annex with guest speaker Casey Willson of the Small Business Development Center Network. Meeting discussions included the forming of a local Sustainable Communities Workgroup, applying for CVB Membership in January, the replacement of the Welcome sign at the Shafer Park entrance in late September, the request for designs for an exterior brochure rack for Town Hall, the approval to recommend the appointment of John Kendall and Terri Packard to the EDC, the review of the EDC financial budget, the recommendation to purchase Christmas garland for the Town lamp posts, the designs for replacement signs for the front and rear of Town Hall and the Town Hall Annex, the selling of Town mugs at various local businesses, the designing of a rack card highlighting Holiday activities in Town, and the suggestions to open the Town Annex for outlying businesses during Holiday in Boonsboro. 

Environmental Commission –B. Wetzel. Meeting held on August 12, 2014. Discussions included the recycling brochure which will be given to anyone renting space in the Shafer Park pavilions and Community Center, the Sycamore Run stormwater management ponds, the Maryland Zero Waste Plan, the Sustainable Maryland Certified Training and 2100 meeting, the Town Farm stream buffer, the 3-year Action Plan and the Subcommittee Reports.      

Town Manager’s Report – M. Clark.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Stated that MDOT Secretary James Smith will be conducting the Annual Transportation Tour on October 16, 2014 and that a letter has been drafted to send to him regarding transportation priority and roads in Town. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Haardt to send a transportation priority letter to MDOT Secretary James Smith prior to the tour, and motion carried.
· Stated that an Ad-Hoc Committee will be established for the proposed Aquatic Center and that various consultant groups will be contacted. 
· Stated that $30,000 was awarded from MDE to be used towards the WWTP Operations and Maintenance  
· Stated that the Sustainable Maryland Certified award will be presented to the Town at 9:45AM on September 12, 2014 in Annapolis
· Stated that Boonesborough Days will be held on September 6 and 7, 2014 from 8:00AM until 5:00PM in Shafer Park

Mayor Kauffman closed the meeting at 8:45 PM.

Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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