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BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 

Monday, May 11th 
 
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, May 11th, 2020 in the Meeting Chambers. In 
attendance were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Rick Byrd, Council Members Marilee Kerns, Terri Hollingshead, Tony 
Nally, Ray Hanson, and Ricky Weaver. Also present were Town Manager Paul Mantello. The meeting convened at 7:04PM with 
the pledge and invocation offered by Mayor Long.  
 

FY 2021 Real Estate & Personal Property Tax Rate Public Hearing:  Postponed due to technical malfunction.  
Rescheduled for Tuesday, 5/26. 
 
Pledge & Invocation:  Mayor Long 
 
Review & Approval of Minutes:  Councilmember Hollingshead motioned to approve, and Councilmember 
Byrd seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
Public Comments (must sign in and limit comments to 3 minutes):  None 

 
Mayor & Council Correspondence:  None 
 
Treasurer’s Report:  Treasurer Kerns presented report.  Councilmember Nally motioned to approve and Councilmember Byrd 
seconded.  Motion carried.   
 
Police Department Report:  TM Mantello presented monthly report.  Councilmember Hollingshead motioned to approve, and 
Councilmember Weaver seconded.  Motion carried. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
Fiscal Year 2021 Real estate & Personal Property Tax Rates:  The public hearing was rescheduled for 6:30PM, Monday May 
26th. 
 
2020 Municipal Election:  Election Board Member Kitchen updated Mayor & Council about upcoming election, mail-in ballots, 
and in-person voting accommodations.  Mayor & Council approved election advertising and expenses.  Councilmember Byrd 
motioned and Councilmember Nally seconded.  Motion carried w/ 1 abstention.   
 
Renewal of Ordinance 2020-04; Civil Emergency:  Councilmember Kerns motioned, and Councilmember Byrd seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 
MES Intergovernmental Agreement:  Councilmember Nally motioned and Councilmember Kerns seconded.  Motion carried. 
 
WWTP Roof Replacement Bid Results:  Town Manager Mantello presents bid results.  Council expresses concern with 
unanticipated high cost.  Councilmember motions to table until BMUC has had more time to  
 
Spring Appel Valley Bulk Trach Pickup:  Mayor Long announces rescheduling to June 20th, 2020. 
 
Hospice Parking Lot:  Town Manager Mantello and Mayor Long update Council about parking lot project.  County to finalize 
permitting and construction to begin, soon.  More updates to come. 
 
SHA Crosswalks Update:  Mayor Long informs SHA will restripe crosswalks, this summer.  Crosswalk signage and signals will be 
installed next Spring, due to overspending on ADA upgrades. 
 
Certified Public Accountant Contract Renewal:  After discussion, Coucilmember Byrd motioned to approve and 
Councilmember Weaver seconded.  Motion carried. 
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Thank You Letter to Dealership For Life:  Councilmember Kerns motioned to approve and Councilmember Nally seconded.  
Motion carried. 
 

COMMISSION REPORTS  

The Public Safety Commission, Planning Commission, Economic Development Commission, and Environmental Commission 
did not hold meetings in April. 
 
Park Board:  Councilmember Weaver discussed scheduling concerts and the park’s opening date. 
 
BMUC:  Councilmember Nally gave an update on BMUC business and the outstanding debt owed from WF and SF, to GF. 
 
Town Manager Report – P. Mantello  

• Antietam Cable In-Kind Services:  Per the Franchise Agreement, TM Mantello informs AC upgrades to all Town Buildings, 
except the WWTP, will occur soon.  AC will provide free phone service, rather than Verizon. 

• COVID-19 Preparedness and Response Plan:  TM Mantello informs the plan has been fully implemented and all staff, 
officials, and volunteers have been briefed. 

• ARC I&I Award:  TM Mantello informs the Town was awarded a 50% grant, in the amount of $150,000, from ARC.  Next step 
is procurement and BMUC-approval. 

• Consultant Planner:  TM Mantello recommends hiring consultant planner, Tim Lung, at $42/hour and an IDIQ Contract.  
Councilmember Nally motioned to approve and Councilmember Weaver seconded.  Motion carried. 

• Full-Time Planner Hiring:  TM Mantello recommends restarting employment search for FT Planner.  Plan is to expand 
advertisement and attract more candidates.   

 
Motion by Assistant Mayor Byrd, second by Council Member Hollingshead to adjourn the Regular Meeting at 8:15PM and 
enter executive session concerning personnel matters.  Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Paul Mantello, Town Manager 
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BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
May 26, 2020 

PUBLIC HEARING 
6:30 PM 

Fiscal Year 2021 Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Rates 
 
 
The Boonsboro Mayor and Council held a Public Hearing as duly advertised on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 in the Meeting 
Chambers of the Charles F. Kauffman Building. The Meeting was streamed via GoToMeeting online for the public. In 
attendance were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Rick Byrd, Council Members Marilee Kerns, Ray Hanson, Terri 
Hollingshead, Tony Nally and Rick Weaver. Police Chief Kevin Morgan was also present. 

Mayor Long opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 PM for the purpose of receiving public input, either in support of or in 
opposition to the Fiscal Year 2021 Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Rates. 
 
Council Member Kerns presented a fair summary of the proposed Fiscal Year 2021 Real Estate and Personal Property Tax 
Rates.   

• For the tax year beginning July 1, 2020, the estimated real property assessable base will increase by 2.3%, from 
$316,246,141 to $ 323,710,946. 

•  If Town of Boonsboro maintains the current tax rate of $0.3591 per $100 of assessment, real property tax 
revenues will increase by 2.3% resulting in $26,806 of new real property tax revenues. 

• In order to fully offset the effect of increasing assessments, the real property tax rate should be reduced to 
$0.3508, the constant yield tax rate. 

•  The Town of Boonsboro is considering not reducing its real property tax rate enough to fully offset increasing 
assessments. The town proposes to adopt a real property tax rate of $0.3591 per $100 of assessment. This tax 
rate is 2.3% higher than the constant yield tax rate and will generate $26,806 in additional property tax 
revenues.  

Mayor Long opened the floor for public comment: 

• Joe Swope, 27 Chestnut Avenue. Opposes the Fiscal Year 2021 Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Rates 
increase. 

 
Motion by Assistant Mayor Byrd, second by Council Member Nally to adjourn the Public Hearing at 6:58PM. Motion 
carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted,   
 
Kimberly A. Miller 
Office Manager 
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BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL 
WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES 

Tuesday, May 26, 2020 
 
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Workshop Meeting on Tuesday, May 26, 2020 in the Meeting Chambers 
to set the Regular Session Agenda for Monday, June 8, 2020. The Meeting was streamed via GoToMeeting online for the 
public. In attendance were Mayor Howard Long, Assistant Mayor Rick Byrd, Council Members Marilee Kerns, Terri 
Hollingshead, Tony Nally and Ricky Weaver. Police Chief Kevin Morgan was also present. The meeting convened at 
7:00PM. 
 
Chief Morgan stated that after reviewing the number of vehicles that travel on Center Street, it is his recommendation 
that signage needs posted to slow traffic. Stated that he will bring that request to the Public Safety Commission for their 
input. 
 
Fiscal Year 2021 Real Estate and Personal Property Tax Rates: Mayor Long stated that a Public Hearing was held at 
6:30PM for the proposed Fiscal Year 2021 Constant Yield Tax Rate.  

• Motion by Council Member Hanson, second by Assistant Mayor Byrd to maintain the current tax rate of 
$0.3591 per $100 of assessed property value for Fiscal Year 2021. Motion carried.  

• Motion by Council Member Kerns, second by Assistant Mayor Byrd to keep the Personal Property Tax Rate the 
same at .087 per $100 for Fiscal Year 2021. Motion carried.  

 
Introduction of Ordinance 2020-02; Adopt the Fiscal Year 2021 Budgets and Tax Rates for the Town of Boonsboro: 
Mayor Long presented the Introduction of Ordinance 2020-02; Adopt the Fiscal Year 2021 Budgets and Tax Rates for the 
Town of Boonsboro for the Council’s review and input. He stated that he is recommending the Introduction of Ordinance 
2020-02, with a Public Hearing scheduled before the June Regular Meeting at 6:30PM in the Meeting Chambers. Motion 
by Assistant Mayor Byrd, second by Council Member Nally to approve the Introduction of Ordinance 2020-02; Adopt the 
Fiscal Year 2021 Budgets and Tax Rates for the Town of Boonsboro. Motion carried. (NEW BUSINESS) 

• June 2020 Public Hearing, Mayor and Council Meeting and Swearing In Ceremony: Motion by Council Member 
Hollingshead, second by Assistant Mayor Byrd to hold the Public Hearing for Ordinance 2020-02; Adopt the 
Fiscal Year 2021 Budgets and Tax Rates for the Town of Boonsboro at 6:30PM, the Swearing in Ceremony for the 
Mayor and Council Members at 6:00PM, and the June Regular Meeting at 7:00PM on Monday, June 15, 2020. 
Motion carried.  

 
IFB Results: Shafer Park Dead Wooding: Mayor Long stated that two bid were received on May 18, 2020 for the removal 
of the dead wood in the Shafer Park trees from Preferred Arbor Care, LLC at the cost of $16,000 and from Edelen Tree 
Experts at the cost of $18,000. He stated that Preferred Arbor Care did not include all of the requested document in 
their bid package and that Public Works Superintendent Greg Huntsberry is recommending Edelen Tree Experts. (NEW 
BUSINESS)  
 
Fiscal Year 2021 Accountant Proposal and Discounted Final Invoice: Mayor Long presented the Fiscal Year 2021 
Accounting Proposal from the Town’s current Accounting Firm, Weyrich, Cronin and Sorra. Council discussed retaining 
their services in the upcoming Fiscal Year. (NEW BUSINESS)   
 
Shafer Park Summer Concerts: Council discussed the upcoming concerts in Shafer Park. Council decided to play it by ear 
and not cancel anything yet, noting that they will wait to see what Governor Hogan has to say in his press conference 
this week.   
 
Independence Day Celebration: Mayor Long stated that the Town Fireworks are schedule for July 3, 2020 and that the 
fireworks company needs to know the Towns decision by tomorrow if the event will be held or cancelled, noting that 
September 4, 2020 is available if the Council decided to move the event date. Motion by Assistant Mayor Byrd, second 
by Council Member Hanson to keep the Town Fireworks on July 3, 2020. Motion carried.  
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Reopening of Town Facilities: Council discussed the reopening of the Town Facilities to the public and decided to follow 
Washington County’s lead. 
 
Motion by Council Member Nally, second by Assistant Mayor Byrd to adjourn the Workshop Meeting at 8:30PM and 
move into Executive Session; as provided under General Provisions Article §3-305 (b)(1), subsection (i) to discuss the 
appointment, employments, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or 
performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom it has jurisdiction. Motion carried.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Kimberly A. Miller 
Office Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


