BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MAY 6, 2013

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, May 6, 2013 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the April 1, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes as amended, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the April 1, 2013 Executive Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the April 22, 2013 Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the April 2013 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried. Council Member Wetzel stated that there were mathematical errors on the Treasurer’s Report that need to be amended. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to review and correct the April 2013 Treasurer’s Report before approval, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the April 2013 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Council Member Cynthia Kauffman inquired about the Park Board’s request to purchase the 180 trees from the Chesapeake & Atlantic Coastal Bays Trust Fund from a local tree nursery rather than though Shemin Nurseries of Annapolis because the trees would be larger. Town Manager Smith stated that Celeste Maiorana, administer of the Grant and a member of the Washington County Forestry Conservancy District Board coordinated with DNR as the funding agency to place the order for the trees that are required to be purchased from Shemin Nurseries through the State of Maryland’s TREE-MENDOUS program. Town Manager Smith requested that Ms. Maiorana be required to coordinate directly with the Park Board on this project by attending monthly meetings to obtain guidance and formal approval from the town.

GUESTS: Bettie Hull, of the American Legion Ladies Auxiliary - The Mayor presented the Proclamation to 2013 Miss Poppy Adrianna Snowden, a third grader from Eastern Elementary School and former American Legion National Vice Commander David Wade’s great-great granddaughter. 

CORRESPONDENCE
· Grand Opening of “Josie’s on Main” was held on April 5, 6 and 7, 2013
· The Rescue Company Bonanza was held on April 6, 2013
· The Boonsboro Library 5th Anniversary Celebration was held on April 13, 2013
· The Annual Junior Olympics were held on May 4, 2013 at the Boonsboro High School track field. Approximately 500 4th and 5th graders participated in the event.
· The Annual Boonsboro Rescue Company Carnival will be held May 24 through June 1, 2013
· The Mental Health Center of Washington County will hold their 20th Anniversary Reception on May 21, 2013
· Invitation to attend the Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Thomas Kersting at the Washington Monument State Park on June 2, 2013
· Invitation from the Washington County Commissioners to attend the John Frye Historic Preservation Award Luncheon at the Academy Theater on May 21, 2013 
· Washington County MML Meeting will be held on May 20, 2013 at the Hagerstown Sun Municipal Stadium 
· Friends of South Mountain State Battlefield will hold an organizational meeting at Greenbrier State Park on May 7, 2013 at 7PM
· Hotel/Motel Tax Fund Fiscal Year 2012 Report
· Town Planner Clark and the Boonsboro Environmental Commission received news that the Town is eligible for a $30,000 grant rather than a $20,000 grant originally estimated from the Maryland Smart Energy Community Program. Ideas being considered for the Grant are retrofitting street lights to solar. 
· The 5th Annual Green Fest will be held on May 11, 2013 from 10:00 AM to 5:00 PM in Shafer Park. The Ribbon Cutting Ceremony will be held at 9:30 AM
· The Annual Fishing Derby will be held at the Town Pond on May 11, 2013 for children ages 1 to 12 years old

NEW BUSINESS 
National Road Heritage Foundation Funding Support: Dick Keesecker, representing the National Road Heritage Foundation, addressed the Mayor and Council regarding renovation plans for the Warrenfeltz Building interior, which he previously presented at the Workshop Meeting. Mr. Keesecker stated that the Foundation plans to begin work to transform the building into a National Road Heritage Foundation Museum, that the museum will be planned around the story of “Boonsboro: The Town and the Road that Changed Your Life, “and that the closest National Road museum is in Zanesville, Ohio. Mr. Keesecker further stated that grants are available for National Road projects and stated that the Foundation is requesting a donation of $15,000 per year for at least the next 3-years from the Town. Mayor Kauffman stated that funds from the Hotel/Motel Taxes can be used towards the National Road Heritage Museum, and encouraged the Foundation to also pursue Grant funding for the project. Council Member Wetzel stated that she is in favor of the development of this project, but noted that a caveat should be included that states that the Town will provide three annual $15,000 donations to the National Road Heritage Foundation for the renovations of the Warrenfeltz Building as long as funds are available through the Hotel/Motel Tax Revenue Fund. Town Manager Smith provided the Town’s yearly Hotel/Motel Tax Report, which is submitted to the County, noting that the Foundation’s project can be added as a “Committed Fund” project on the Report. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the three annual $15,000 donations to the National Road Heritage Foundation for the renovations of the Warrenfeltz Building as long as funds are available through the Hotel/Motel Tax Revenue Fund, and motion carried.

Resolution 2013-02 to Adopt Washington County Animal Control Ordinance; Revision 5: Town Manager Smith stated that the Animal Control Authority has requested that the Town adopt the most recent Washington County Animal Control Ordinance. She stated that she reviewed the Ordinance with the Council at the Workshop Meeting, noting that the main revisions are 1) that all dogs must be restrained by a leash when they are not on their owner’s property and 2) the definition of ‘excessive noise’ by a dog. She presented Resolution 2013-02; To Repeal Revision 4 and Enact the Animal Control Ordinance of Washington County, MD; Revision 5 to adopt and authorize the continuing enforcement by Washington County. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approved Resolution 2013-02; To Repeal Revision 4 and Enact the Animal Control Ordinance of Washington County, MD; Revision 5, as amended and motion carried. 

MML Board of Directors Meeting: Assistant Mayor Long provided an update from the MML Board of Directors Meeting on May 4, 2013. 
· Discussed the success of the 2013 MML Geocache, noting that there have been approximately 6,300 cache discoveries since January 2013 and an estimated 250 ‘coins’ will be distributed by summer
· Stated that 2,470 “If I Were The Mayor” essays were received and that the Awards Ceremony will be held on May 14, 2013 at the State House in Annapolis
· Announced that Boonsboro is once again a MML Banner City. Stated that there have been 110 registrations received for the MML Convention in Ocean City in June 2013
·  Announced that MML Dues will increase 2%
· The 2014 State Budget will have an additional $15.4 million in Highway User Revenue; bringing the total to approximately 50% of each towns full funding.
· Announced that the 2014 Police Aid will be fully funded  
Mayor Kauffman thanked Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, Chief Stanford and Carol Long for their help during the Annual Junior Olympics on May 4, 2013 at the Boonsboro High School track field. He stated that approximately 500 4th and 5th graders participated in the event which is hosted by the American Legion SAL with help from the Ladies Auxiliary and BAAA. 

Assistant Mayor Long stated that he attended the Blue Ribbon Award Ceremony presented by the State for Academic Excellence at Boonsboro High School on May 2, 2013. He stated that BHS is now in the running for the National Blue Ribbon Award.  

COMMISSION REPORTS  
Police & Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on April 11, 2013. The Meeting opened with the resignation letter from Bob Glausier. The two current P&PS vacancies will be listed on the Town website. Discussions included National Night Out plans, the possible renaming of Fire Hall Alley to Shumaker Alley, the decision to keep the meeting night on the second Thursday of the month for now, and the deterioration of the sidewalks on Potomac Street.
· Council Member Haardt addressed the letter to the Mayor and Council from Joyce Kaetzel, of 4 McKeldin Drive, regarding the safety issues for pedestrians on Park Drive. He stated that her letter would be forwarded to P&PS Chairman Sarnecki for discussion at the next P&PS meeting. Ms. Kaetzel thanked Council Member Haardt.

Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on April 24, 2013. Discussions included finalizing the plans for the Wagon Train event, the temporary banner to advertise events at the Park, the planning of the Independence Day Celebration on July 3, 2013, upcoming Concerts in the Park, the approval for the Girl Scouts to plant a tree in the Park and due to requests from the Green Fest Committee and a former resident to also plant trees the forming of a Tree Committee was discussed, and the activating of the Friends of Shafer Park to generate funds for Park projects. 
· Council Member Kauffman formally requested the placing of the Friends of Shafer Park on the Town’s website and to move forward with advertising for members to assist with fundraisers and drives much like was done for the Friends of the Boonsboro Library and to contact Kristy Smith, of the Herald-Mail Newspaper to place information in the Town section of the newspaper. Motion by Council Member Haardt, second by Council Member Solberg to move forward with the Friends of Shafer Park and to find members who are willing to assist in fundraising endeavors or contributions, and motion carried.

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on April 11, 2013. Discussions included the status of the Keedysville Spring House modifications and the summary of the on-site meeting on March 19, 2013, the status of the Maple Avenue Waterline project and the preparation of the scope of work and RFP based upon five bores and double meter vaults, the approval for Triad Engineering to prepare a scope of work and RFP based on the final drawings and permit application for MDE to cross the stream at the rear of 12 Stouffer Avenue to relocated the sewer lateral to the manhole behind the property, the approval of the final drafts of the Fiscal Year 2014 Water and Sewer Fund Budgets, and the approval to increase the disconnection fee from $50 to $100 for the non-payment of Utility bills and to no longer provide after business hours for payments on cut-off day effective on July 1, 2013. 
· Council Member Chambers announced that Commission Members Shirley Metz and Ray Grove have stated that they will not seek re-appointments of their terms, which expire in June 2013. He stated that the two additional applicants, who applied to the Commission during the previous vacancy, have expressed that they are still interested in becoming Members. He further stated that the current vacancies have been advertised on the Town’s website and no additional applications have been received, with the deadline on May 9, 2013.

Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on April 23, 2013. Commission held the Election of Officers. Discussions included the recommendation of BZA13-05; Request for Special Exception, In-Home Daycare at 102 Redfern Place, the approval to keep the Urban Growth Boundary of the Town as presented by Washington County Planning, and Town Planner Clark’s progress on the Zoning Ordinance. 

Economic Development Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on April 24, 2013. Discussions included the Networking Breakfast to be held on May 17, 2013 at Vesta’s, the ‘Welcome’ sign drawings and estimated project cost of $17,000 along with the National Road Grant that may cover a large percentage of the cost of the sign, an update on the status of the Town brochure, the Town events in the Washington County Calendar of Events, the grand opening of Josie’s on Main, preparation for the upcoming MML Convention, the Washington County Strategic Plan, suggestions to clean and freshen up the façade of the old Library building, the Trolley Station steps and the Maintenance Building, and upcoming Town events.  

Environmental Commission – B. Wetzel. Meeting held on April 9, 2013. Guests included Elmer Weibley, Manager of Washington County Soil Conservation District (WCSCD) and Dan Hockman, Conservation Planner of WCSCD. Discussions included the Town’s new Sanitation Contract, Green Fest, the return of approximately 25% of the Sustainable Maryland Community Surveys, the developing of priorities for Sustainable Maryland Certified with a Municipal Audit and Watershed Planning gaining the majority of the votes, and an update on the Solar Project status for the Waste Water Treatment Plant. 

Police Department Report – Chief C. Stanford. The Police Department received 348 calls for service, which included 96 motor vehicle violations for the month of April. Arrests for the month included two (2) adult arrest and two (2) DWI arrests. Chief Stanford attended the Law Enforcement Executive Officers Program for new Chiefs in Ocean City, Maryland on April 22 – 25, 2013. Chief Stanford stated that there has been vandalism in Shafer Park including the breaking of the backboard of the basketball hoop, noting that a better surveillance system would be helpful. He further stated that he would like to open the Police Station to the public by building a ‘safe room’ for individuals to go into if there is an emergency and they need Police help. 

Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that a letter will be mailed explaining the transition to the new sanitation company and the once a week trash and once a week recycling program which will begin in July 2013
· Stated that Public Hearing for the proposed Fiscal Year 2014 Budget will be on June 3, 2013
· Stated that interviews are being conducted for the Town Clerk positions, noting that current Town Clerk Barbara Rodenhiser will be retiring on July 31, 2013
· Stated that she hopes to receive information from the County by the Workshop Meeting regarding the Lakin Avenue Stormwater Issue
· Stated that the County is looking into upgrading Boonsboro High School as an emergency shelter for the area, including the purchasing of a larger generator

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
Richard Toms – Inquired as to the status of the engineer’s recommendation to prevent future sewer back-ups at his property at 12 Stouffer Lane and how long will it take to place the project out for bids. Town Manager Smith stated that it would probably take about two weeks after the permitting is received from MDE.
Julie Green – Voiced concerns regarding the most recent sewer back-up at her neighbors’ homes at 703 and 707 North Main Street, noting that she was out of Town during that incident. Town Manager Smith stated that she would have the engineer determine if any investigation needs to be done with her property and sewer line connection. 
Lorena Wyand – Voiced concerns regarding the most recent sewer back-up at her home at 707 North Main Street and asked for an explanation as to why it is happening on her property, noting that nothing like this ever happened before the development of Weis Market and the Fletcher’s Grove homes behind her house. Town Manager Smith stated that it has been determined that the basement floor drain in her home and adjacent properties are connected directly to the sewer main which under the Town’s Sewer Ordinance needs to be disconnected and re-routed to the stormwater lines. 
Jean Reese – Voiced concerns regarding the four times that the sewer backed-up at her home at 703 North Main Street and stated that she is very upset that the Town is blaming her and her neighbors for their sewer connection when they had nothing to do with the connections. Town Manager Smith stated that she is not blaming Ms. Reese directly and is attempting to work with the property owners to resolve the matter.
Richard Toms – Stated that he knew about the back-ups in the Graystone Development but knew nothing about the back-ups on North Main Street. 

Mayor Kauffman closed the meeting at 9:35 PM and moved into Executive Session as permitted under Maryland State Article § 10-508(a) Section (1) to discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over whom this public body has jurisdiction, or any other personnel matter that affects one or more specific individuals.


Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller, 
Administrative Assistant


















“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
                      04/01/2013          Page 4 of 4

