
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, MARCH 5, 2012
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, March 5, 2012 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Natalie Mose, Barbara Wetzel, and Janeen Solberg. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller, and Police Chief Jeffrey Hewett. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the February 6, 2012 Regular Session Minutes as amended and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 27, 2012 Workshop Session Minutes as amended and motion carried.

· Mayor Kauffman stated that there is not a February 2012 Treasurer’s Report at this time due to the Town Clerk being on vacation.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the February 2012 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 
GUESTS

· Aidan McLane, of Boy Scouts Troop 20, attending the meeting to exercise his rights as a citizen of the United States of America for his Merit Badge
· Swearing in of Officer Charles Stanford to the Boonsboro Police Department
· Bast Furniture Proclamation presentation to owner Doug Bast for 174-years of business and service to the Town

CORRESPONDENCE

· Donation request received at the MML meeting from the Korean War Veterans Association for assistance in constructing a memorial monument in Hagerstown. Item will be further discussed under New Business
· The next Washington County Municipal League meeting will be hosted by Sharpsburg and held at Shepherd’s Springs on March 26, 2012

· Maryland Education ranked number 1 in the Nation for the 4th year in a row

· EDC Networking Breakfast will be held at Vesta’s Restaurant on March 16, 2012 at 7:30 AM 

· Thank you letter from Attorney Wantz for the planter for the loss of his father
· Thank you letter from Council Member Cynthia Kauffman and her sister for the flowers for the loss of her mother
· Donation request from Boonsboro High School Baseball Team. Item will be further discussed under New Business
· Washington County Board of Education Transportation Priority Update
· Invitation to attend the Boonsboro Ambulance and Rescue Service Banquet on March 10, 2012 
· Donation request from Boonsboro Athletic Boosters, Inc. to raise funds for a new scoreboard and sound system at the Boonsboro High School football field. Item will be further discussed under New Business
· Maryland State Department of Education 2011 Master Plan Annual Update
· Multiple emails from Town residents regarding curb-side recycling in Town

NEW BUSINESS:
2011 Planning & Zoning Annual Report: Town Planner Clark stated that she presented the 2011 Planning and Zoning Annual Report to the Mayor and Council at the Workshop Meeting. She stated the Article 66B, Section 3.09 of the Maryland State Code requires that an annual report be prepared and then forwarded to the Maryland Department of Planning, which includes subdivision activity, Ordinance amendments, permit data, and goals for 2011. She further stated that the Planning Commission unanimously approved their recommendation of the 2011 Annual Planning and Zoning Report to the Mayor and Council at the February 28, 2012 Commission meeting. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the 2011 Planning and Zoning Annual Report, and motion carried.

Fiscal Year 2013 Constant Yield Tax Rate: Town Manager Smith stated that the State of Maryland Department of Assessments and Taxation is proposing the 2013 Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3190, and that she is proposing that the Town maintains the current Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3223 for Fiscal Year 2013. She stated that she presented this to the Mayor and Council at their Workshop meeting and explained that maintaining the current Tax Rate provides the potential revenue of $942.610, which is $27,662 in additional revenue than the current fiscal year. She further stated that the Town would be exempt from advertising the Constant Yield Tax Rate. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Chambers to maintain the Constant Yield Tax Rate of 0.3223 for Fiscal Year 2013, and motion carried

Municipal Service Worker Vacancy: Town Manager Smith stated that the Town received 125 applications for the Municipal Service Worker position and that six applicants were interviewed for the position. She further stated that she is recommending that David Lewis, the current part-time Seasonal Park Maintenance employee, be hired as the full-time Municipal Service Worker. Mayor Kauffman stated that this agenda item would be discussed in Executive Session.

Donation Requests: 
· Mayor Kauffman stated that the Town received a donation request from the Boonsboro Athletic Boosters, Inc. (BABI) for assistance with reaching their goal of $165,000 for the purchase of a new scoreboard and sound system at the High School football field. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Assistant Mayor Long to make a donation of $100 to the Boonsboro Athletic Boosters, Inc., and motion carried
· Mayor Kauffman stated that the Town received a donation request from the Boonsboro High School Baseball Team for assistance with raising funds to purchase new baseball equipment. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to make a donation of $100 to the Boonsboro High School Baseball Team, and motion carried
· Mayor Kauffman stated that the Town received a donation request at the January Washington County Municipal League meeting from the Korean War Veterans Association – Antietam Chapter #312 for assistance in raising funds to construct a monument in the north-end of Hagerstown, noting that their goal is to raise $70,000. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to make a donation of $100 to the Korean War Veterans Association – Antietam Chapter #312, and motion carried.
COMMISSION REPORTS 
Police & Public Safety Commission – J. Solberg. Meeting held on February 9, 2012 at the Police Department. Chairman Sarnecki provided a Power Point presentation of the four unnamed alleys throughout Town and the proposed names. Chief Hewett announced the hiring of the new Police Officer Charles Stanford.  
Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on February 22, 2012. Discussions included the Boonsboro Middle School tree planting project in Shafer Park on April 4, 2012, the plans to host a Military Band performance in the Park on July 14, 2012 and the plans for the upcoming Independence Day Celebration. 
Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated on behalf of the Charter Review Committee that they are finalizing the review of the Town Charter and that Town Manager Smith is working on collating and typing all of the recommended additions, corrections, deletions and updates for the Mayor and Councils review and approval. 
Council Member Wetzel proposed that while the Police and Public Safety Commission are working on naming the unnamed alleys in Town, the Park Board should consider naming the streams in Shafer Park. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that she would take that recommendation to the Park Board at their next meeting. 
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on February 9, 2012. Discussions included an update on the MDE Water Capacity Plan and MDE Source Water Protection Plan, the approval of a Request for Modification of the sanitary sewer lateral connection and lateral cover for Ringley Drive, an update of the status of the Thompson Gas Waterline connection of existing customers to the new main, the Water Fund Budget mid-year financial review, and the Commission vacancy status.

Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on February 27, 2012. Discussions included a Request for Modification for Landscape Buffer Requirements for the proposed McDonald’s at the AC&T car-wash location which was denied based on traffic issues, a Recommendation to the Board of Appeals to deny a Request for Variance for parking for the proposed McDonald’s, and an update on the McKinney Annexation and Public Hearing scheduled for April 2, 2012 at 6:30 PM. Assistant Mayor Long stated that McDonald’s is working with Town Planner Clark while considering other locations in Town. 
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. Meeting held on February 29, 2012. Discussions included the upcoming Networking Breakfast on March 16, 2012 at Vesta’s Restaurant and the suggestion to hold the breakfast monthly rather than bi-monthly, the re-appointment of George Messner to the Commission, and the Women in Networking Community (WINC) plans to undertaker a beautification project of purchasing urns and planting flowers and plants to be placed throughout Town. Motion by Council Member Mose, second by Council Member Wetzel to re-appoint George Messner to a consecutive 3-year term on the EDC, and motion carried. 
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Council of Governments will hold their next meeting on the tentative date of March 22, 2012. The Community Outreach will hold their next meeting on April 12, 2012. 
Police Department Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 304 calls for service, which included 46 motor vehicle violations. Arrests for the month of February included zero (0) adult arrest and zero (0) juvenile arrests. Chief Hewett and the Council discussed the two vehicle accident on Potomac Street on February 21, 2012, the status of Lexi Jarman and how the community is coming together through fundraising and showing their support. 
Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· The Boonsboro Pond regulations are now listed in the Department of Natural Resources Directory. Pond regulations are for persons under 16 years of age and 65 years of age and older, and for blind persons. 

· The Park Field usage calendar has been set for the upcoming sports season. AYSO would like to meet with the town to discuss the possibility of field development to accommodate their soccer needs. 

· Dave Kline, of First Energy, is planning an Electrical Safety Course with all Municipalities and Emergency Responders, which will be held in the Town. Additional information on the seminar will be provided when it is received. 

· Hydrant testing will be conducted on March 7, 2012 at various locations throughout the Town and Keedysville for the ISO flow final testing

· Bid requests have been placed out to various sanitation companies for the Spring Bulk Curb-side Clean-Up on April 21, 2012 and are due back on March 9, 2012 

· The Request for Proposals for the Town Hall Exterior Building Renovation, which was budgeted in the Capital Improvement Fund for Fiscal Year 2012, has been placed out to bid and are due on March 21, 2012

· Bid proposals are due on March 14, 2012 for the Police Department Weatherization Upgrades from the Maryland Energy Grant

· The Sanitation Contract, which includes options for curbside recycling, was placed out to bid. Bids are due on Friday, March 16, 2012 at 1:00 PM
Council Member Wetzel asked if Washington County or the State of Maryland is equipped with a Weather Emergency Alarm System, much like the ones that were used to warn citizens of the recent tornados in the south. Town Manager Smith stated that she spoke to Verna Brown, Emergency Management Coordinator for Washington County, and reported that the State of Maryland and the County do not have a formal method of sounding alarms for tornados other than issuing weather alerts from the NOAA.
Council Member Solberg thanked Town Manager Smith for collecting the emails and letters, which have been sent from citizens supporting curbside recycling. 
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Frances Lynch: Suggested inviting the Girl Scout Troop from Boonsboro to a meeting and presenting them with a proclamation for the 100th Anniversary of the Girl Scouts to support their centennial celebration.  
Barinda Golden: Thanked Doug Bast for Bast Furniture and the Boonsboro Museum. Ms. Golden then read three poems titled “Natalie had Four Pets”“, Natalie had a Flower Bed,” and “Natalie went Shopping”.
Brigitte Schmidt: Thanked the Mayor and Council for placing curbside recycling in the sanitation contract bid request.

The Meeting closed at 8:15 PM and moved into Executive Session as permitted under Section 10-508 (a)(7) of the Annotated Code of Maryland to consult with counsel, with a motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman and second by Council Member Mose. Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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