BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JULY 7, 2014

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, July 7, 2014 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Janeen Solberg, Cynthia Kauffman, Barbara Wetzel, Sean Haardt and Brigitte Schmidt. Also present were Town Manager Megan Clark, Town Engineer Brian Hopkins, Police Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve the June 2, 2014 Public Hearing Meeting Minutes for Fiscal Year 2015 Budgets, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 2, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve the June 30, 2014 Workshop Meeting Minutes, as amended and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 30, 2014 Executive Session Workshop Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 2014 Treasurer’s Report, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 2014 Bills to be Paid Report, and motion carried.

GUESTS 
· John Holmes, Antietam Liquors; Donation to Friends of Shafer Park: Mr. Holmes presented a check for $601.22 to the Friends of Shafer Park from the funds raised during the Green Fest ‘Wine & Beer Garden’ event on May 10, 2014. He stated that the event was a success and looks forward to participating in Green Fest in 2015. 
· Matt Scalese; Update of Eagle Scout Project: Boy Scout Matt Scalese provided and update on his Eagle Scout Project in Shafer Park. He stated that the planting and edging project around the gazebo took place on April 12, 2014 and that many volunteers showed up to assist. He stated that he will be submitting his final paperwork for his Eagle Scout very soon. 
· Chase Fowler; Boy Scout: Attending the meeting for his Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS
· Eldon Jones, former Boonsboro Town Manager, stated that he noticed that Council Member Haardt did not place his hand over his heart during the Pledge of Allegiance. Council Member Haardt stated that he does not place his hand over his heart due to religious reasons, noting that he does stand with his hands folded during the pledge to show his respect.  

CORRESPONDENCE
· Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long, and Council Members Kauffman attended the graduation ceremony for the new Boonsboro Police Officer Aaron Taylor on June 20, 2014 at Hagerstown Community College
· Assistant Mayor Long attended the MML Convention in Ocean City, Maryland on June 8 through June 11, 2014

Police Department Report – Chief Stanford. The Police Department received 214 calls for service, which included 42 motor vehicle violations for the month of June 2014. There was one (1) adult arrest, for a VOP Warrant, and zero (0) juvenile arrests. There was an adult arrest made on Lakin Avenue on June 21, 2014 by the Washington County Sheriff’s Office for burglary, noting that the suspect was also charged for a burglary on South Main Street on June 18, 2014. Chief Stanford and the Police Department attended the graduation of new BPD Officer Aaron Taylor on June 20, 2014.

NEW BUSINESS 
Service Recognition – Kevin Chambers: Mayor Kauffman and the Town Council honored former Council Member Kevin Chambers by presenting him with a recognition plaque for his 27-years of service and dedication to the Town. 

New Employee Introduction – Dr. Brian Hopkins, P.E.: Town Manager Clark introduced Town Engineer Dr. Brian Hopkins to the Mayor and Council, noting that Dr. Hopkins comes to the Town with over 20 years of experience in engineering and will be handling projects and permits for the Town. Dr. Hopkins stated that he is currently working with GIS software and AutoCAD to survey the Town’s water and sewer lines, and is very hopeful that he will be able to discover the cause of the I&I issues. He stated that he will be working with the Utilities Commission to map the water and sewer lines, as well as working with other commissions on different Town projects. 

MML Report – Howard Long: Assistant Mayor Long, also representing the Maryland Municipal League District 8 as Vice-President, presented the 2014 plaque to the Town on behalf of the MML for being named a ‘Banner City’ for the 4th year in a row. Assistant Mayor Long provided the report on the MML Convention in Ocean City, Maryland on June 8 through June 11, 2014. He stated that the MML's 2014 Convention theme was “Educate, Engage, Excel: It Starts With Us!” and that 122 municipalities participated this year out of 157. He further stated that EDC Members George and Vickie Messner managed the Town’s table at the Municipal Main Street Event, and thanked the Messners and the EDC for all of their help. He concluded by stating that the Fall MML Convention will be held at the Loews Annapolis Hotel on September 11 through September 13, 2014, noting that he will be requesting approval to attend that Convention as well. 

Introduction of Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chicken: Town Manager Clark presented, on behalf of a recommendation from the Planning Commission, the request for the Introduction of Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens and the scheduling of a Public Hearing. 
She stated that proposed Ordinance 2014-03 would amend the Zoning Ordinance to include regulations for domestic chickens. Types of requirements include an annual Town domestic chicken permit, the maximum number of three female chickens per lot, a secure enclosure no larger than 32-square feet with 20-foot set-backs from all property lines, and no commercial selling of the eggs. Council discussed the previous Public Hearing which was held in 2011 regarding domestic chickens and their reasons for not approving the Ordinance at that time. Town resident Eldon Jones spoke up and asked if people are allowed to have chickens, all domestic animals should be included. Town Manager Clark stated that the amended definition for Agriculture does not mention horses, and prohibits all other livestock within Town limits. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the Introduction of Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens and the scheduling of a Public Hearing at 6:00 PM on August 4, 2014, with Council Member Cynthia Kauffman voting nay, and motion carried 5 - 1.

Resolution 2014-02; Policy Committee: Mayor Kauffman stated that Council Member Wetzel proposed establishing a three member Policy Committee, comprised of Mayor and Council Members, to review Town policies and other issues that may arise throughout the year such as donation requests and the Town Charter review, and to establish a 2-year term limit for Policy Committee members. He stated that consensus was given at the June Workshop meeting for the proposed Policy Committee be comprised of Assistant Mayor Long, Council Member Wetzel and himself. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Haardt to approve Resolution 2014-02; Policy Committee, and motion carried.

Introduction of Ordinance 2014-04; Repeal Ordinance 2013-02; Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt Rate: Town Manager Clark stated that she is recommending the introduction of Ordinance 2014-04; Repeal Ordinance 2013-02; Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt Rate to remove the fee of $22.50 which was established to cover the construction loans that were obtained by the Town for the WWTP. She stated that the Mayor and Council approved the Fiscal Year 2015 sewer rate increase that will enable the Sewer Fund to cover the cost of the loan payments without the additional Debt Fee. She further stated that she is requesting that a Public Hearing be scheduled on August 4, 2014 at 6:45PM. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the introduction of Ordinance 2014-04; Repeal Ordinance 2013-02; Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt Rate and the scheduling of a Public Hearing on August 4, 2014 at 6:45PM., and motion carried.

Resolution 2014-03; King Road Associates Development Approval: Town Manager Clark stated she is recommending the approval of Resolution 2014-03; King Road Associates Development Approval to amend Resolution 2008-02; Annexation Agreement Amendment; Section 3. Zoning and Land Use to approve the development of Sycamore Run and allow King Road Associates to build 104 single family homes on that portion of their property. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Solberg to approve Resolution 2014-03; King Road Associates Development Approval, and motion carried.

Solar Power Purchasing Agreement and Lease: Town Manager Clark stated that representatives from RER Energy Group attended the Workshop meeting to discuss the status of the proposed 25-year Solar Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) between the Town and an investment group. She stated Attorney Wantz is in the process of reviewing the PPA, noting that the solar project will provide 90% of the energy needed to operate all of the Town owned facilities resulting in a reduction in overall energy power cost for the Town. She further stated that she is recommending that the Town move forward with approving the PPA contingent upon Attorney Wantz’s comments and the final mutual agreement of the PPA between the Town and the investors. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the Solar Power Purchase Agreement (PPA) contingent upon all parties agreeing and all comments being addressed, and motion carried. 

MDE Loan Deferment: Town Manager Clark stated that she has been corresponding with MDE to find a way to ease the burden of the Waste Water Treatment Plant loan debt, and that MDE has presented the Town with an offer to defer the principal payment on the MDE Construction loan for the WWTP for a two (2) or three (3) year term, resulting in an $80,000 to $85,000 saving for the Town. She stated that the principal payments would be deferred to the end of the loan and that the Town would still be responsible for paying the interest payments during the deferment period. She presented the WWTP loan payment schedule with the proposed deferment for the Council’s review. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve MDE’s offer to defer the principal payment on the MDE Construction loans for the WWTP for a three (3) year term, and motion carried.

Personnel Committee Recommendation: Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that the Personnel Committee met recently and is recommending a 3% increase in salary for Fiscal Year 2015 for Town Manager Clark. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the Personnel Committee’s recommendation for the FY15 3% salary increase for Town Manager Clark, and motion carried.

2014 MML Fall Conference Request: Assistant Mayor Long stated that he is requesting approval to attend the 2014 MML Fall Conference in Annapolis, which will be held on September 11 through September 13, 2014 for the cost of $500 for the ‘early registration’ by August 22, 2014.  Motion by Council Member Haardt, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve Assistant Mayor Long’s request to attend the 2014 MML Fall Conference at the cost of $500, with Assistant Mayor Long abstaining, and motion carried.

COMMISSION REPORTS 
Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on June 19, 2014. Guests included Boonsboro Environmental Summer Intern Amanda Kerr, former Boonsboro High student and graduate of Northeastern University, who will be heading the Town Walkability Study scheduled for June 19, 2014. Discussions included the 2014 National Night Out event scheduled for August 5, 2014, citizen concerns over the Dan’s Tap House outdoor seating, and the Commission Member vacancy.  

Park Board –C. Kauffman. Meeting held on June 25, 2014. Discussions included updates on the success of the annual Fishing Derby on May 10, 2014, finalizing the plans for the Independence Day Celebration on July 3, 2014 and the upcoming Shafer Park Summer Concerts. 

Utilities Commission –M. Clark. Meeting held on June 11, 2014. Discussions included the approval to award the Maple Avenue Waterline Project to Huntzberry Brothers for $159,950, the Weis Market ongoing grease issues, an update on the status of the Maryland Water Quality grant applications, the approval to purchase new turbidity meters for the Boonsboro Water Plant, the approval to move forward with the I&I Project planning and purchasing of equipment for the project, and the approval to install two ‘check valves’ for residents on Della Lane provided that they sign a waiver of liability prior to the installation.  

Planning Commission –H. Long. Meeting held on June 24, 2014. Discussion included the Concept Plan for the High’s Convenience Store on the Easterday property and the SHA’s proposed roundabout in the same area, approval of the Easement Plat for Phase I of the Sycamore Run development, and a joint discussion with Jessica Renner and Barbara Wetzel of the Boonsboro Environmental Commission regarding the need to revise the street standards in Town.

Economic Development Commission –J. Solberg. Meeting held on June 25, 2014. Discussion included the scheduling of the window mural installation on the Maintenance Building by Bettina Messersmith, the scheduling of the power washing of the exterior of the Town Annex, the plans for the EDC to submit their application to join the Washington County/Hagerstown CVB in January 2015, the status of the grant for the Town ‘welcome’ signs, the reprinting of the Town brochure, the success of the MML Convention in Ocean City and the Main Street exhibit, and the upcoming reception for possible investors for the Cobblestone Hotel project on July 16, 2014 in the Town Annex. The next Networking Breakfast was held on July 18, 2014 at 7:30 AM at Vesta Restaurant with guest speakers Dan Murphy of DM Designs. 

Environmental Commission –B. Wetzel. Meeting held on June 10, 2014. Heidi Welsh of Sustainable Investments Institute was the guest at the meeting. Discussions included the proposal to establish a subcommittee to work with the Town Engineer on 5-year and 10-year Town Farm projections and the scheduling of a tour of the property, the proposal to hold a joint meeting with the Planning Commission on June 24, 2014, the Subcommittee updates, the status of the LED light replacement and retrofits project in Town. Since Brigitte Schmidt was newly elected as a town council member, the Commission voted for Vice Chairperson Bill Brady to be the new Chairperson and Commission Member Rosemary James as Vice Chairperson.    

Town Manager’s Report – M. Clark.
· Stated that the County Commissioners met in Boonsboro at the Community Center on July 1, 2014 and discussed the Boonsboro schools and the Facility Master Plan
· Stated that Maryland State Comptroller Peter Franchot will be visiting Boonsboro on July 22, 2014 
· Stated that the Town street overlay project is 85% complete
· Stated that the Maintenance Shop landscaping and window mural installation will be completed within the next two weeks
· Stated that the Town applied for a grant to extend sidewalks along Park Drive in Shafer Park
· Stated that the position for the new Police Department Administrative Specialist has been advertised with resumes due July 24, 2014
· Stated that the Public Works employee Colin Shanaberger moved to the Sewer and Water Department, noting that interviews will be held to fill the vacant Municipal Service Worker I position
· Stated that the two high school students from the Western Maryland Consortium are now working for the Town, one in Town Hall and one with the Public Works Department

Mayor Kauffman closed the Regular meeting at 9:05 PM.  

Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller
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