
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JULY 2, 2012
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, July 2, 2012 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller, and Police Chief Jeffrey Hewett. The meeting convened at 7:05 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the June 4, 2012 Swearing In Minutes and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 4, 2012 Public Hearing for Fiscal Year 2012 Budgets Minutes and motion carried.

· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the June 4, 2012 Regular Session Minutes as amended and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 4, 2012 Executive Session Minutes and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the June 18, 2012 Workshop Session Minutes as amended and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 18, 2012 Executive Workshop Session Minutes as amended and motion carried.

· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 2012 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried.
· Mayor Kauffman reviewed the June 2012 Bills to be Paid. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the June 2012 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 
· Council Member Chambers asked for an explanation for the $2,000 increase in the health insurance premium from the months of May and June to Benefit Mall. He stated that Council was not made aware of the increase in the plan rates for the upcoming year, requested the health insurance rate breakdown for Fiscal Year 2013 from the insurance broker, BB&T, and asked if the Town or the employees will be responsible for absorbing the additional $24,000 in insurance costs for the year. Town Manager Smith stated that she will clarify the amount reflected on the invoice as it is not the amount agreed to for FY13 and will provide the Council with the updated rate breakdown from BB&T. Mayor Kauffman stated that the additional insurance cost will not be put ‘on the backs’ of  the Town employees. 
· Council Member Wetzel inquired about the funds utilized for the new LED sign recently installed at the Boonsboro Rescue Company, asking if the sign funding was obtained separately from the donations received for other services. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that to her knowledge, at least 50% of the funds for the sign came from a private donor. 
CORRESPONDENCE

· Board of County Commissioners Park and Recreation Facility has approved the King Farm Park development for $31,500 of funding, which will be forwarded for approval to the State Board of Public Works before construction can begin.
· Hagerstown Washington County EDC reaching out to communities regarding their Business Outreach Program 
· MDE will hold a Public Hearing for the Martin Marietta Material air quality permit to construct application. Letters will be mailed to affected property owners
· Email Rex Hovey, of the 13th North Carolina Civil War, requested to store construction materials items in Town

· Informational letter regarding the United Way ‘Focus on Literacy’ Campaign
· Humane Society of W.C. has requested to talk to the Mayor regarding enhancing their visibility in the County
· Letter from Governor’s Office of  Crime Control/Prevention regarding the $15,873 State Aide for Police Protection funding
· Letter from residents at 305 North Main Street regarding their street railing concern

· Worchester County News interviewed the Mayor during the MML Convention in Ocean City, MD
· Antietam Battlefield’s “Salute to Independence” event on Saturday, July 7, 2012

· Groundbreaking Ceremony will be held at the prison on Saturday, July 7, 2012 for Solar Energy Project

· Thank you to Dave Kline of First Energy/Potomac Edison for updates during the major storms on June 29th
· Town Manager Smith reported that the South End Pump Station was hit by lightning during the storms and the control panel was taken out, but that insurance will cover the damage. 
· The ARC of Washington County “Dancing with the ARC Stars” on October 6, 2012 at Hager Hall for the 50th Anniversary
Assistant Mayor Long, the Maryland Municipal League District 8 Vice-President, presented a 2012 plaque to the Town on behalf of the MML for being named a ‘Banner City’ for the 2nd year in a row. He stated that 46 municipalities received the honor this year. 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS
Waste Water Treatment Plant – Solar Energy System Presentation: Assistant Mayor Long stated that Phil Kelly, of Millennium 3 Energy, presented his proposal for a project to reduce the Town’s electric costs by installing a Solar Photovoltaic generating system at the Waste Water Treatment Plant at the Workshop meeting on June 18, 2012. He stated that he spoke to Mayor Murphy of Hancock at the MML Convention regarding their newly installed solar panels. He further stated that Mayor Murphy will be sending an invitation to attend the ribbon cutting ceremony in Hancock and will also provide the Mayor and Council with a tour of their facility. He reported that Mayor Murphy was not sure of the exact dollar amount that the Town is saving in electric bills, but that the costs seems to be lowering each month due to the installation of the solar panels. Town Manager Smith will gather additional solar panel information for the upcoming Workshop meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS
Request for Rezoning: 309/311 South Main Street: Mayor Kauffman stated that a Public Hearing for the Request for Map Amendment: Rezone 309/311 South Main Street from Suburban Residential/Neighborhood Commercial to General Commercial was held at 6:45 PM for public input for or against the Map Amendment. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman asked what the owner’s intentions are for the property. Town Planner Clark stated that the owner plans to rent the property as residential for about a year, and that the Zoning change allows for that under a Grandfathering Clause in the Ordinance as long as the property has not been vacant for 1-years’ time, and then move the flower shop into the building. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the Request for Rezoning in 309/311 South Main Street to General Commercial based on the change in the character of the neighborhood, with Council Member Haardt abstaining, and motion carried. 

Resolution 2012-01; Amend Building Codes: Town Planner Clark stated that the State of Maryland requires that Municipalities adopt the updated codes reflected in Resolution 2012-01; Amend Building Codes to meet their minimum requirements reflected in the 2012 Maryland Building Performance Standards, which includes the 2012 International Residential Code, the 2012 International Building Code and the 2012 International Energy Conservation Code. She further stated that Washington County Commissioners have already adopted the Building Codes. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve and adopt Resolution 2012-01; Amend Building Codes, and motion carried.
Mayor Kauffman took a moment to remember W.C. EMS Coordinator Brigitte Heller, who passed away on June 28, 2012 after being involved in a terrible vehicle accident. He stated that Ms. Heller was a dedicated volunteer for more than 30 years in W.C. serving several departments, which included being a Charter Member and past Chief of the Boonsboro Rescue Company, a member of the Boonsboro Fire Department and of the Volunteer Fire Company of Halfway. 
Resolution 2012-02; Washington County Hazard Mitigation Plan: Town Manager Smith stated that she presented Resolution 2012-02; Washington County Hazard Mitigation Plan to the Mayor and Council at the Workshop meeting for their review. She stated that Washington County implements the Plan after it is approved by the State, noting that it is a requirement that the Plan be updated every 5 years so that all Municipalities recognize the threat of natural and technological hazards posed to people and property, and that it is required for future funding for hazard mitigation projects from FEMA and MEMA. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve Resolution 2012-02; Washington County Hazard Mitigation Plan, and motion carried.

Public Works Agreement for Ringley Drive: Town Planner Clark stated that the Planning Commission has approved Public Works Agreement 12-01 for the construction of Ringley Drive, a local road to be dedicated to the Town following construction and a 1-year Maintenance Agreement, within the Fletcher’s Grove Development and water/sewer and storm drain improvements. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve Public Works Agreement 12-01 for Ringley Drive, and motion carried.
Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP): Town Planner Clark stated that Washington County established a work group, consisting of members from each Municipality and the County, to meet the requirements of the Phase II of the Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP) established by MDE and that the group has been working on the WIP Phase II draft document for the past two years. Washington County’s WIP Phase II draft document was prepared in accordance with the MDE Guidelines and briefs the State on the County’s intentions of acknowledging the Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) of pollutant regulations, its impact to the Chesapeake Bay, and potential methods to address such impacts. She further stated that the Board of Commissioners for Washington County recently acknowledged the Plan, noting they would continue to make efforts towards reducing the TMDLs based upon funding availability on a yearly basis. Town Planner Clark noted the Town already implementing some methods that count towards loading reduction, such as tree plantings and the upgrade of the Wastewater Treatment Plant. She further stated that it would be fiscally irresponsible and financially unfeasible  for the Town to commit to the loading reductions and implementation actions as presented in the Plan, thus is recommending the Mayor and Council acknowledge the Plan and continue efforts, based upon yearly Budget review and availability of funding, to work towards reducing maximum daily loads. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to acknowledge the plan since it would be fiscally irresponsible and financially unfeasible for the Town of Boonsboro to commit to the loading reductions and implementation actions as presented in the plan; however agree to the concept of the plan overall and will continue efforts, based upon yearly budget review and availability of funds, to work towards reducing maximum daily loads. Council Member Wetzel proposed that by acknowledging the WIP Phase II Plan, the Council work with Washington County government to determine what can be done to rectify the storm water run-off problem for the residents of St Paul Street and Lakin Avenue, to find out the cost through an engineering study and to attempt to obtain funding opportunities to correct the issues. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel to submit a formal request to the Washington County Commissioners to rectify the storm water run-off at St Paul Street and Lakin Avenue, and motion carried.
 
Commission Member Appointment/Re-Appointments: Mayor Kauffman made the recommendations to re-appoint and appoint Commission Members to the following Commissions:
· Police & Public Safety Commission – Council Member Wetzel stated that the Police & Public Safety Commission is recommending the re-appointment of Bob Glausier to the Commission for a consecutive 3-year term through June 2015. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to re-appoint Bob Glausier to a consecutive 3-year term on the Police & Public Safety Commission, and motion carried.
· Board of Zoning Appeals – Town Planner Clark stated that the Board of Zoning Appeals is recommending the re-appointment of Sara Sweeney, Linda Moser and Darrell Jones to the Board for a consecutive 3-year term through June 2015. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to re-appoint Sara Sweeney, Linda Moser and Darrell Jones to consecutive 3-year terms on the Board of Zoning Appeals, and motion carried.
· Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission - Council Member Chambers stated that the Utilities Commission interviewed two applicants to fill the vacancy left by Commission Member George Messner’s retirement and is recommending the appointment of Terry Davis, of 325 Lanafield Circle, to the Commission for a 4-year term through June 2016. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to appoint Terry Davis to a consecutive 4-year term on the Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission, and motion carried.
COMMISSION REPORTS 
Police & Public Safety Commission – B. Wetzel reporting for J. Solberg. Meeting held on June 14, 2012. Discussions included the ongoing plans for the National Night Out event on Tuesday, August 7, 2012 and that NNO donation letters have been mailed to local businesses.
Park Board – C. Kauffman. No meeting was held for the month of June 2012. The Park Board will hold a brief meeting on July 3, 2012 prior to the 12th Annual Independence Day Celebration and fireworks extravaganza. 
Council Member Kauffman provided a report on the MML Convention in Ocean City, MD on June 24-27, 2012. She stated that the Opening Ceremony had keynote speaker Neal Petersen demonstrating that “Nothing is Impossible”. She stated that she would like to see the Town flag present in the Opening Session Parade of Flags next year, and that the Town should consider participating in the Municipal Main Street event, noting that it would cut the attendance registration fee by more than half by hosting a booth. She concluded by stating that the Fall MML Convention will be hosted by the City of Hagerstown. 
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on June 14, 2012. Commission Members interviewed Paul Loeber and Terry Davis, to fill the vacancy on the Commission prior to the meeting. Discussions included the review of interviews and recommendation to appoint Terry Davis to a 4-year term on the Commission, the Election of Commission Officers with the approval to keep all current positions for FY13 with the exception of the Secretary position, which remains vacant, and Council Member Wetzel’s meeting report with a representative from BidUREnergy (BUE) offering the Town a ‘free’ energy supplier consultation to help reduce electric rates.

Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on June 13, 2012. Discussions included the phasing schedule for the construction of Warrior Boulevard, the approval of Easterday Lot 5 Minor Subdivision, the recommendation of a Request for Variance to vary the front setbacks for a garage to the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA12-05), and the recommendation of a Request for Special Exception to establish an in-home occupation to the Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA12-06). 
Economic Development Commission – B. Wetzel. Meeting held on June 27, 2012. Discussions included the plans for the next Networking Breakfast to be held on July 20, 2012 at the Boonsboro Library in the Community Room, the new planters and flower baskets on the Town Main Street railings and square, maintenance suggestions to improve the Town’s aesthetic appearance by using the Maryland Prison Labor Program, and upcoming Town events.
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Community Outreach will hold their next meeting on July 26, 2012 and the Council of Governments will hold their next meeting on July 12, 2012. 
· Curbside Recycling Program Update – Council Member Wetzel and Administrative Assistant Miller provided the Mayor and Council with an update on the Curbside Recycling Program, which began today. It was noted that an informative letter was mailed to all Town residents on June 14, 2012 and that recycling totes were distributed during the week of June 25, 2012. Administrative Assistant Miller stated that many residents have requested to have the 95 gallon totes replaced with the smaller 64-gallon totes, but noted that Republic Services is completely out of stock of the totes and hopes to receive an order in the next few weeks. 
Police Department Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 314 calls for service, which included 26 motor vehicle violations during the month of June. It was noted that there have been a few out-building break-ins and that residents are reminded to keep their property doors and windows locked, as well as their vehicles.
Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that the Friends of Shafer Park account was established at Susquehanna Bank and that the donation check for $40,000 from the Green Field’s Foundation has been deposited into the account.
· Stated that last month the Mayor and Council agreed to write a letter to the Washington County Commissioners and DNR in support of The Civil War Railroad Trail Project for the construction of a rail to trail pedestrian and bicycle trail connecting Hagerstown City Park with the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Towpath at Wevertown, for the total of 23.4 miles. She stated that based on the opposing feed-back the Town has received from the informational meeting held on June 21, 2012 at the Boonsboro Volunteer Fire Company, she is asking if the Mayor and Council would like to reconsider their motion to write the letter. The Mayor and Council stated that they have also received some opposing comments since the public meeting and felt they only received one side of the issue when they were presented with the request for support. Mayor Kauffman proposed the motion be rescinded to send a letter of support, especially considering the trail path will not actually come through the Town of Boonsboro. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to rescind the motion to write letters to the Washington County Commissioner and DNR in support of the Civil War Railroad Trail Project, and motion carried.
Council Member Chambers made the recommendation to revamp the Personal Committee when the Mayor assigns the Liaison to the Town Commissions in September. He stated that employee overtime and compensation time need to be looked into. He requested that the Town Manager email a current copy of the Employee Handbook to each of the Council Members for their review and further discussion at the next Workshop meeting.
CITIZEN COMMENTS
Laura Kirby: Voiced concerns regarding a nearby resident located outside of the town’s limits, having a burn pile on their property. She stated that the smoke becomes very heavy at times and she is not sure what steps she should take in reporting the issue. Police Chief Hewett stated that she is to call 911 or DNR’s Forest Service. 
Rick Byrd: Voiced concerns regarding the storm water run-off across St Paul Street, and the vehicles speeding down St Paul Street from Boonsboro Mountain Rd. Chief Hewett stated that speed checks are preformed regularly on that street, and will have the Officers look into Mr. Bryd’s concerns regarding speeding. 
Barinda Golden: Read a poem titled “The 4 Animals” and “The 4 Older Men”.

Mayor Kauffman adjourned the meeting at 9:10 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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