BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, JANUARY 5, 2015

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, January 5, 2015 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Janeen Solberg, Cynthia Kauffman, Sean Haardt, Barbara Wetzel and Brigitte Schmidt. Also present were Town Manager Megan Clark, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller, Police Chief Charles Stanford and Town Attorney William Wantz. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 

· Motion by Council Member Haardt, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve the December 3, 2014 Public Hearing Meeting Minutes, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Council Member Haardt, second by Council Member Schmidt to approve the December 3, 2014 Regular Meeting Minutes, and motion carried. 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Kauffman to approve the November and December 2014 Treasurer’s Report, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Kauffman to approve the December 2014 Bills to be Paid Report, and motion carried. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
· Barinda Golden thanked the Mayor and Council, Town Staff and Police Department for all of their hard work.

MAYOR AND COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS AND CORRESPONDENCE
Assistant Mayor Long:
· Stated that he attended the EDC Meeting on December 17, 2014. 
Council Member Wetzel:
· Stated that Holiday in Boonsboro, which was held on December 6, was a grand success and thanked the EDC for hosting the event in the Town Annex. 
Council Member Schmidt:
· Stated that she provided a tour of Boonsboro over the holidays for her family visiting from Switzerland.
Council Member Solberg:
· Thanked the vendors, residents and shoppers who participated in Holiday in Boonsboro.
· Stated that vendor applications are available for the 7th Annual Boonsboro Green Fest which will be held on Saturday, May 9, 2015, noting that the deadline for applications is March 15, 2015.
Council Member Kauffman:
· Stated that she attended the EDC Meeting on December 17, 2014. 

Police Department Report – Chief Stanford. The Police Department received 312 calls for service, which included 113 motor vehicle violations for the month of December 2014. There were three (3) adult criminal arrests for a theft less than $1,000, zero (0) adult traffic arrests, and zero (0) juvenile arrests. Chief Stanford, Officers Pitsnogle and Taylor completed the E-Tix training at Hagerstown Community College, Chief Stanford completed rifle qualification at the Hagerstown Police Department Shooting Range, and all Police vehicles have been outfitted with the new MDTs, printers and software. 

NEW BUSINESS 
Mayor Kauffman’s 2014 State of the Town Address: 
· 2014 brought many personnel changes in the Town including the promotion of Town Planner Megan Clark as the new Town Manager and the promotion of Water/Wastewater Operator Trainee Mark Austin to a Water/Wastewater Operator. 2014 brought the hiring of the new Town Engineer Dr. Brian Hopkins and the hiring and appointment of the new Town Clerk Sarah Murto Campbell. It also brought the hiring of Police Officer Aaron Taylor, Police Administrative Specialist Donna Burcker and the approval to hire a candidate who will attend the Officer Academy at Hagerstown Community College to become the 5th Boonsboro Police Officer beginning January 12, 2015.
· 2014 brought about Town Government changes during the Town Elections on May 13, 2014. The residents of Boonsboro re-elected Assistant Mayor Howard Long, re-elected Council Members Cynthia Kauffman and Janeen Solberg and elected Brigitte Schmidt to the Town Council.
· In 2014, based on the Fiscal Year Annual Audit performed by Smith, Elliot, Kerns and Company, the General Fund remained solid with the balance of $3,489,869, an increase of $74,393 from Fiscal Year 2013 
· The Town adopted an Ethics Ordinance and made appointments to the Ethics Commission
· The Town installed a new stop sign at the intersection of Della Lane and Kerns Drive
· The Town approved rezoning on the King Road and Fletcher’s Grove properties
· The Town entered into a Public Works Agreement for improvements in the Sycamore Run Development
· The Town awarded a contract to Interim Hospitality Consultants for a Feasibility Study for the proposed Cobblestone Hotel
· The Town awarded the LED Retrofit Contract to Shepherd Electric for the purchase of LED lights for four of the Municipal buildings and Main Street
· The Town adopted Resolution 2014-01 to amend the Environmental Commission’s membership to 9 members, making all members voting members
· The Town signed a Letter of Intent with RER Energy to evaluate solar options on the WWTP Lagoon and approved a 25-year Solar Power Purchasing Agreement for a Solar Array on the WWTP Lagoon
· The Town adopted a revised Zoning Map and approved the 2013 Annual Planning and Zoning Report
· The Town sent a Letter of Support for a Boys and Girls Club to be located in Boonsboro
· The Town appointed Election Registrars for the May 13, 2014 Town Election 
· The Town approved a revised Employee Pay Scale and Job Descriptions
· The Town approved Ordinance 2014-02; Street Number Display to require the placement of address numbers for consistency and easier emergency response
· The Town approved a Green Purchasing Policy
· The Town refinanced the Shafer Park Expansion Loan at a new interest rate of 2.38%
· The Town was awarded $20,000 from MEA for HVAC Replacement
· The Town approved a loan for $160,000 for the Maple Avenue Waterline Project
· The Town renewed the lease for the Warrenfeltz Building for a 10-year term with the National Road Heritage Foundation and also renewed the Trolley Station Lease for a 10-year term
· The Town approved proposals from the EDC for several projects, including recycling bins and Mural Painting on the Maintenance Building
· The Town approved Resolution 2014-02 to establish a Policy Committee and appointed three members
· The Town approved Resolution 2014-03 to amend the King Road Annexation Agreement for the development of Sycamore Run
· The Town repealed Ordinance 2013-02; Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt Rate of $22.50 per quarter
· The Town leased the Town Farm to Tracy Thomas for a 5-year term
· The Town approved Ordinance 2014-03; Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to allow 3 domestic hens per residential lot
· The Town approved a $150,000 loan for the Fiscal Year 2015 CIP Purchases of two vehicles, a mower, and Police Department Equipment
· The Town approved revising of the Planning & Zoning Fees to include Engineering Fees consistent with Washington County 
· The Town was awarded Sustainable Maryland Certification 
· The Town approved Resolution 2014-06 to amend the Park Board Membership to 7 members 
· The Town approved Ordinance 2014-04; Amendment to the Sewer Ordinance for an Industrial Surcharge and approved Resolution 2014-05 to establish the Industrial Surcharge Fees 
· The Town approved Ordinance 2014-05 to defer the MDE WWTP Loan payment for 3 years
· The Town approved the Boonsboro-Keedysville Memorandum of Understanding for the Booster Pump Station and Water Tank
· The Town approved the Grant application for the Fiscal Year 2016 Program Open Space Funding for a Tot-Lot in the new area of Shafer Park

New Hire of Police Officer: Chief Stanford reviewed that the Council approved the hiring of a 5th Police Officer at the December 2014 Regular Meeting, but after performing the background investigation on that individual he has decided that the applicant was not suited for the Department. Chief Stanford stated that he is recommending the hiring of his next choice candidate, Brandon Beall, for the Police Officer position, noting that Mr. Beall has successfully passed all of the background investigations and has submitted all of his required paperwork. He stated that Mr. Beall will enroll in the 6-month Police Officer Academy at Hagerstown Community College beginning this month and upon graduation become a Certified Police Office for the Town. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Kauffman to hire Brandon Beall as the 5th Boonsboro Police Officer, and motion carried. 

Aquatic and Recreation Center Feasibility Analysis Bid Award: Town Manager Clark reviewed that the Town received a $25,000 grant from the Nora Roberts Foundation to use towards the preliminary planning and a feasibility analysis for the Boonsboro Aquatic and Recreation Center. She stated that the submission date for the RFP had been extended from November 7 until November 25, 2014 due to only one RFP being submitted by US Aquatics. She further stated that she did not received any additional RFPs, noting that US Aquatic’s RFP meets all of the requirements and that she is recommending that the Aquatic and Recreation Center Feasibility Analysis bid be awarded to them. Motion by Council Member Kauffman, second by Council Member Schmidt to award the Aquatic and Recreation Center Feasibility Analysis bid to US Aquatics, and motion carried.

Addendum 2 to the Thompson Gas Franchise Agreement: Town Attorney Wantz reviewed the discussion of the Council and residents concerning the Thompson Gas Franchise held at the workshop meeting. Attorney Wantz stated that based on the citizen comments and Councilmember comments, two concepts should be included in the agreement: Homeowner Disclosures should be adequate for the property owner to understand that only Thompson Gas can provide propane in the development; and a better mechanism for competitive bid pricing so that pricing can be obtained and ensure that Thompson Gas is providing a competitive price. Consensus of the Council is they would enter into a Franchise Agreement with Thompson Gas for the Sycamore Run development provided Attorney Wantz and Attorney Scott Miller made revisions to the addendum to include consumer protection, disclosure, and competitive pricing provisions. 

COMMISSION REPORTS 
Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. No meeting was held during the month of December 2014. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Park Board –C. Kauffman. No meeting was held during the month of December 2014. The Park Board hosted  Olde Tyme Christmas on December 5 which had a very good turnout despite the rain. 

Utilities Commission –B. Wetzel. Meeting held on December 11, 2014. Discussions included project updates on the Sycamore Run development, the Fiscal Year 2013-2014 Boonsboro Keedysville Regional Water Board True-Up, updates to the Utility Billing software, the review of the Fiscal Year 2014 Audit and the 6-month figures for the Fiscal Year 2015 Water and Sewer Budgets, the approval to apply for a second MWQFA Fiscal Year 2016 Grant for the replacement of a large number of water meters, and the suggestion to purchase ‘unmeasured flow reducers’ to monitor customer usage on the Maple Avenue waterline which was tabled until further information is gathered by the Town Engineer. 

Planning Commission –H. Long. No meeting was held during the month of December 2014.

Economic Development Commission –J. Solberg. Meeting held on December 17, 2014. Mayor Kauffman, Assistant Mayor Long and Council Member Kauffman attended the meeting. Discussions included the application submission for CVB Membership, the progress on the Town ‘welcome’ signage, the ordering of the Town Annex sign, the plans to acquire images for the Town Maintenance Building side mural and the plans to request that Bettina Messersmith submit an estimate to be included in the Fiscal Year 2016 budget, updates on the success of Holiday in Boonsboro, the vendors that participated in the event in the Town Annex and the donation of $250 to Micah’s Backpack, updates on the raising of $400 in donations for Micah’s Backpack from the Flat Frosties event, the plans to submit the CVB Grant by March 2015, the approval to recommend that the Mayor and Council apply to join the Hagerstown-Washington County Chamber of Commerce for the cost of $875 per year, a review of the 6-month figures for the Fiscal Year 2015 budget, and the plans to participate in the Municipal Main Street event at the 2015 MML Convention in Ocean City.
· The Networking Breakfast will be held on January 16 at 7:30AM at Vesta Restaurant
· Assistant Mayor Long stated that he toured a Cobblestone Hotel in Rouzerville, Pennsylvania, and that it was very nice. Council Member Solberg stated that the EDC is working hard to find new potential investors for the development of the proposed Boonsboro Cobblestone Hotel.

Environmental Commission –B. Schmidt. Meeting held on December 10, 2014. The Commission welcomed potential new Member Rebecca Wildberger. Discussions included the draft review of the 2nd Annual Report, the Waste Reduction Survey which will be distributed to business by early 2015, the suggestion to submit a PLANT Community application and apply for Tree City USA, and Town Engineer Hopkins plans for the Community Garden development and the Storm Water Treatment Plan for Shafer Park. 
· Council Member Schmidt presented the BEC 2014 Annual Report to the Mayor and Council for their review, attached as part of these minutes for reference. 

Town Manager’s Report – M. Clark.
· Stated that the Town was awarded $54,921 for Fiscal Year 2015 POS Funding for a portion of the walking trail and bridge in the new section of Shafer Park
· Stated that Intern Beth Seabright started working with Town Engineer Hopkins this week. Ms. Seabright is a 2013 Boonsboro High School graduate and an Environmental Major at the University of Delaware. She will be working on Storm Water Management and Sewer Projects for the Town.
· Stated that the Utility bills have been updated to a full-page bill and will be mailed at the end of this week.
· Stated that an Environmental Assessment is being completed at the future WWTP Solar Site
· Stated that she will be attending a free workshop on Economic Development & Visitor Experience on January 14 in Hagerstown
· Stated that she will be meeting with the Board of Education on January 21 regarding the future South County School site
· Stated that Town Hall will be closed on January 19 for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
· Stated that Christmas trees will be picked up each Monday in January with the exception on January 19, noting that trees will be picked up on Tuesday that week
· Stated that the Town Debris Site on Monroe Road will be open on January 17 and each 3rd Saturday during the winter months. 

Mayor Kauffman closed the meeting at 8:15 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

Kimberly A. Miller
Administrative Assistant


“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion, or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”.
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