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REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 4, 2013

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, February 4, 2013 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Chief Charles Stanford and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman.

· Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the January 2, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the January 22, 2013 Workshop Meeting Minutes, with Council Member Solberg abstaining, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the January 2013 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the January 2013 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 

GUESTS
Ross Cunningham – Voiced his concerns regarding the traffic issues at Cemetery Lane and South Main Street, noting in his opinion that it could lead to a bad accident if the traffic pattern is not changed to one-way.
Assistant Scout Master Tim Campbell, Scouts Michael Campbell and Matt Scalese of Troop 252 – Attended the meeting as a requirement for their Citizenship in the Community Merit Badge. 

CORRESPONDENCE
· Thank you letter from former Police Chief Jeff Hewett for the recognition bronze plaque located on the front of the Boonsboro Police Department
· Mayor Kauffman stated that on January 10, 2013 he and Assistant Mayor Long addressed the 8th grade Boonsboro Middle School class on “Local Government” 
· Mayor Kauffman stated that he and other members of the Council and Town attended the First Hose Company of Boonsboro Annual Appreciation and Awards Banquet on January 26, 2013
· The Washington County Chapter of the MML’s meeting was held in Sharpsburg on January 28, 2013
· Letter announcing that Antietam Cable will increase their cable rates again on March 1, 2013
· Informational letter from Hagerstown Eastern Panhandle Metropolitan Planning Organization 
· Brochure from ‘Children’s Village’ and updates for the 2012/2013 school year
· Request from the Washington County EDC for Municipalities to submit information to update the Town Directory
· Email from Jenny Bates, of Scotland, stating that she and other young Scottish adults will be participating in an Explorer Belt Expedition and visiting the USA this summer for 10 days. They will be visiting Boonsboro on July 9, 2013 and are looking for a place to spend the night. 
· Mayor Kauffman stated that the Boonsboro Pharmacy was sold to an independently owned pharmacy company, and thanked Pharmacist Gary Haas for his dedication to the Town and 36 years of business. 
· Invitation to attend an Eagle Scout Court of Honor for Nicholas Dougherty, of Troop 20, on March 24, 2013 at the Clopper-Michael American Legion 
· Assistant Mayor Long stated that applications are being accepted for the $1,000 Maryland Municipal League Scholarship. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that applications are also being accepted for the $1,000 American Legion Ladies’ Auxiliary Scholarship, and urged high school students to apply to both scholarships.  
· Council Member Cynthia Kauffman stated that she attended the kick-off event for the South County Relay for Life on January 24, 2013 on behalf of the Mayor and Council at Mt. Nebo Church. She stated that the South Washington County Relay for Life Event would be held on June 21, 2013 at the Ag Center, noting that the theme this year is “Hop Aboard the Relay Train”. She further stated that it would be great for the Town to participate in this year’s event by forming a relay team, noting that the American Cancer Society is also offering the opportunity to participate in CP3, which is a free cancer prevention study. 


NEW BUSINESS 
Mayor’s 2012 State of the Town Address:
· During 2012 the economy, nationally and locally, was somewhat depressed. The Town has seen no new development putting the Town in a difficult situation with the WWTP debt, which is to be paid for by developers and new home connections.
· Police Chief Jeffrey Hewett resigned December 1, 2012 and Officer Charles Stanford was promoted to Chief.
· David Lewis was promoted from the part-time Park Maintenance Worker to a full-time employee of the Public Works Department
· The Town sold the 1998 Ford Explorer
· Paid off the Water Filtration Loan 5 years in advance due to the $19 a quarter EDU charge on the Utility bills
· Waste Water Treatment Plant Operator Pete Shumaker obtained his Class-5 Operator certificate
· Received a Federal Energy Grant for $19,000 to upgrade the Police Department windows and doors
· The Property Tax Rate for 2012 remained the same
· The Town started the bi-weekly curbside recycling program
· The EDC hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony for Dan’s Restaurant and Tap House
· 4 large planters were purchased and placed on the Town Square
· Named 4 unnamed alleyways in Town
· ‘Images in Boonsboro’ was published by Doug Bast and Tim Doyle, with a forward written by Nora Roberts
· Nora Roberts’ third book in the Inn BoonsBoro Trilogy was published titled “Perfect Hope”
· The Town Election was held in May 2012 with Mayor Kauffman and Council Member Wetzel being re-elected and Council Member Sean Haardt being elected. 
· Boonsboro became an Maryland Municipal League Banner City for the second year in a row
· Established the ‘Friends of Shafer Park’ to raise funds to help build the next Phase of the Park
· The First Hose Company of Boonsboro received an upgraded ISO Rating which will help lower homeowners insurance
· A major water leak in the Crestview development was located during the month of October 2012
· The Bay Restoration Fee (BRF) increased from $7.50 for quarter to $15 per quarter which goes to the State to help fund the 66 largest Waste Water Treatment Plants
· The Town established the Boonsboro Environmental Commission 
· The Towns General and Water Fund finances remain very solid. The Sewer Fund has needed help with funds for the WWTP repairs and maintenance, noting that steps have been taken to reduce the electric cost.

Cemetery Lane; Police & Public Safety Commission Review of Request to Make One-Way: Council Member Haardt stated that Commission Members have been working since July 2012 to come up with a way to alleviate the current traffic concern at Cemetery Lane and South Main Street. He stated that  after reviewing all of the information at the December 2012 meeting regarding the requested changing of Cemetery Lane to ‘one-way’, it was unanimously decided to keep the current status of Cemetery Lane ‘as is’ at this time. He further stated that the Commission unanimously voted to recommend the extension of the “No Parking” zones, at the corner of Cemetery Lane and South Main Street, by eliminating the minimum of one parking space on either side of the entrance to Cemetery Lane as a temporary and immediate action that can be taken until a permanent change in traffic can be determined. Council Member Haardt stated that if this recommendation is approved by the Mayor and Council the final approval will still need to be made by the State Highway Administration, noting that it is felt that this action would increase the line of sight turning into and exiting Cemetery Lane onto South Main Street. He stated that the Commission plans to continue its investigation in pursuit of implementing additional recommendations to this area near and around Cemetery Lane, such as resynchronization of the traffic light at Main and Potomac Streets, the activation of the left turn signal onto Potomac Street, and the reversal of the traffic flow along Reeder’s Ally as suggested in the Mary Means study. He further stated that the Commission cannot find just cause to change Cemetery Lane to ‘one-way’ at this time until another throughway can be developed to divert traffic away from the Town Square. Chief Stanford stated that there have been no major accidents at this intersection. Council Member Haardt stated that the Commission performed an extensive traffic study to support their recommendation to eliminated the parking spaces on South Main Street by using several different sized vehicles driving on South Main Street, Cemetery Lane and Reeder’s Ally, which determined that it is difficult to see to the left when turning out of Cemetery Lane onto Main Street. Pastor Joe Donovan, of Trinity Evangelical Lutheran Church, asked if the Commission would consider moving the corner bollard slightly or consider adding a lane striping to create the feeling that two vehicle need to share the street space as a stop-gap measure to help with the right turn from South Main Street onto Cemetery Lane. Council Member Haardt stated that the Commission is also considering a size restriction of delivery trucks turning onto Cemetery Lane. Mayor Kauffman stated that all comments would be taken into consideration regarding this ongoing traffic concern. 

2013 Street Sweeper Services: Town Manager Smith stated that the 2013 Street Sweeping Contract was placed out for bid in December 2012 with no bids being received. She stated that the current contract holder, Clean-A-Lot, agreed to perform the street sweeping for the month of January under the 2012 contract terms, noting that they submitted a request to continue their contract under the same terms for 2013 at $70 per hour and not to exceed $6,500 per year. She stated that she contacted the Town of Williamsport to see if they would be interested in cleaning the Town’s streets and was told that their sweeping unit is in need of repair and/or replacement. Town Manager Smith stated that she is proposing the extension of the current 1-year contract with Clean-A-Lot for the 2013 calendar year at the current bi-monthly contract terms. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the 2013 Street Sweeping Contract with Clean-A-Lot at the current bi-monthly contract terms, and motion carried.

Fiscal Year 2014 Residential Sanitation/Recycling Contract: Mayor Kauffman stated that a request was received from Allied Waste Services of Hagerstown, the Town’s currents sanitation contract holder, to extend their current residential sanitation and curbside recycling collection service as specified in their original contract through Fiscal Year 2014, but that consensus at the Workshop Meeting was to place the contract out to bid. Mayor Kauffman stated that in order to keep sanitation costs down he is recommending that the Council consider the one residential sanitation collection and one curbside recycling collection per week option as well as the current twice per week sanitation collection and bi-weekly recycling collection. Council member Solberg stated that she is favor of this option. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to place the Fiscal Year 2014 Residential Sanitation/Recycling Contract out to bid with the current specification and the one residential sanitation collection and one curbside recycling collection per week specification, and motion carried.

2012 Planning & Zoning Annual Report: Town Planner Clark stated that the Planning Commission formally approved the 2012 Planning and Zoning Annual Report, in accordance with Article 66B §3.09 of the Maryland State Code, at their meeting on January 23, 2013. She stated that the Report summarizes the annual activity of the Planning and Zoning Departments, including development plans, building and zoning permit data, variances, exceptions and map amendments, and goals for 2013. Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the 2012 Planning and Zoning Annual Report and forward it to the State and other applicable agencies, and motion carried.

Recommendation to Fill Police Officer Vacancy: Chief Stanford stated that after completing the resume and interview process he is recommending the hiring of Martin Pitsnogle to fill the vacancy in the Police Department. He stated that Mr. Pitsnogle has over 22 years of law enforcement experience with the Hagerstown Police Department, he has been decorated numerous times for service, has been certified as a Maryland Police Training Instructor, a Defense Tactics Instructor, a Fire Arms, Baton and Taser Instructor, has served as a member of the Washington County Special Response Team, and is a trained counter sniper. He has also served on the Washington County Joint Narcotics Task Force. Council Member Chambers asked what Mr. Pitsnogle starting employment wages would be, stating that an employee cannot be hired without a confirmed rate of pay. Town Manager Smith stated that it has not been determined yet but that it would be within the range of $35,000 to $36,000, which will be discussed with the Personnel Committee and presented to the Mayor and Council before the rate can be formally established. Chief Stanford stated that he was under the assumption that Mr. Pitsnogle would be starting at the same rate of pay that he started at of $17.54 per hour, noting that salary has not been discussed with Mr. Pitsnogle to date. Council Member Chambers requested that the Council receive a copy of Mr. Pitsnogle’s resume. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the hiring of Martin Pitsnogle as a Boonsboro Police Officer with the employment start date of March 1, 2013 and the formal approval of wages at the March Regular meeting, and motion carried.

Mayor Kauffman made the recommendation to approve the 2013 calendar of Town meetings and events, which was reviewed and amended at the Workshop Meeting, and posted to the Town website by Administrative Assistant Miller. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the 2013 calendar of Town meetings and events with the addition of the bi-monthly street sweeping, and motion carried.

Mayor Kauffman stated that Mr. Ron Pitts spoke at the January 2013 MML Meeting regarding the Support for Reemployment of Military Members returning home after their tour of duty and is asking that all municipalities submit the form stating that they will support this endeavor. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to sign and support the reemployment of military members, and motion carried.



COMMISSION REPORTS 
Police & Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting held on December 13, 2012. Discussions included the ongoing issue with Cemetery Drive. The January meeting was cancelled and the next meeting will be held on February 14, 2013.  

Park Board – C. Kauffman. Meeting held on January 23, 2013. Discussions included the environment slide presentation by Susan Simonson and Doug Hutzell and the offering of support in obtaining grants, the $15,000 grant from the Chesapeake Bay Foundation has been received and will be used towards the purchasing and planting of trees, plans for the 25th Anniversary of the Wagon Train on May 19, plans for the Independence Day Celebration on July 3, the scheduling of the US Navy Band performance in the Park, and the plans to purchase banners to advertise events in the Park. 

Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on January 10, 2013. Discussions included the status of the Keedysville Spring House modifications, the review of the WWTP Operations and Maintenance Assessment, the status of the Maple Avenue waterline, the approval to suspend the services from ALWI in regards to the MDE Groundwater Permitting and move forward with developing a scope of work for a professional water audit, the Triad Engineering review of the Graystone sewer back-up and recommended solutions, and the approval to move forward with contacting MDE regarding a by-pass valve to transfer excess flows away from the WWTP during storms.  

Planning Commission – H. Long. Meeting held on January 23, 2013. Discussions included the recommendation of the 2012 Annual Planning and Zoning Report to the Mayor and Council, the status of the Zoning Ordinance update, and an update on the statuses of the AC&T site plan and the King Road access permit from State Highway for construction.  

Economic Development Commission – J. Solberg. No formal meeting was held during the month of January. The Networking Breakfast was held on January 18, 2013. Upcoming projects for the EDC include the Town brochure and Town welcome signs. Inn BoonsBoro and Cronise Market were both named as finalist in the WC Business Awards and the banquet will be held on February 27, 2013. 

Environmental Commission – B. Wetzel. Meeting held on January 8, 2013. Guest speakers from the Valley Co-Op attended the meeting to share information on purchasing of local products and forming a Farmers Market in Boonsboro. Discussions included an update from the Waste Reduction Committee and the Town’s plans to place the FY 2014 Sanitation Contract out to bid to include the option of one sanitation and one curbside recycling collection per week, and the preliminary discussions of the Strategic Planning Goals and Objectives for the Town. The BEC would like to encourage citizens to plant a tree for Arbor Day on April 3, 2013. 

Police Department Report – Chief Stanford. The Police Department received 185 calls for service, which included 19 motor vehicle violations and 22 Parking Citations for the month of January. Arrests for the month included one (1) adult arrest and zero (0) juvenile arrests. Chief Stanford was the guest speaker at the Boonsboro Middle School’s Character Counts and STAR Program Award Ceremony on January 8, 2013. 

Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that Steve Stotelmyer, Civil Engineer for Washington County, submitted a report regarding the storm water issues at St Paul Street and Lakin Avenue Ext. to Washington County Public Works Director Joe Kroboth. Mr. Kroboth has reviewed the report but cannot commit that the County Commissioners will be able to commit to funding the improvements that are necessary to resolve the storm water issues, noting that he will submit the report to the Commissioners. Town Manager Smith has requested a copy of that report.
· Stated that Attorney Wantz is in the process of reviewing the Charter Committees proposed changes to the Town Charter and will have his comments ready to discuss at a later Workshop.
· Stated that she attended the annual mandatory training session in Hanover for the Governor’s Office of Crime Control and Prevention for State Aid Police Protection and will be attending the Governor’s Grant Conference in March for the upcoming Fiscal Year.

CITIZEN COMMENTS:
Dick Toms – Stated that he heard Council Member Chambers report from Triad Engineering regarding the Graystone Sewer Back-up, but inquired if any progress has been made in correcting the issue. Council Member Chambers stated that the Utilities Commission is in the process of addressing the problems and is working to develop a scope of work for the WWTP by-pass valve to alleviate the immediate concerns during large storms. Town Manager Smith stated that Triad is developing a scope of work to connect Mr. Tom’s sewer connection to the manhole in the rear of his property to divert the flow during storms and eliminate future problems. 
Ross Cunningham – Thanked the Mayor and Council for listening to the citizens’ concerns and commended them on their fine job they perform for Boonsboro.   

Mayor Kauffman closed the meeting at 9:10 PM.



Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller, 
Administrative Assistant
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