


BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2013

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, August 5, 2013 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller and Chief Charles Stanford. The meeting convened at 7:05 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the July 1, 2013 Regular Meeting Minutes as amended, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Wetzel, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 1, 2013 Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.  
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 29, 2013 Workshop Meeting Minutes as amended with Council Member Solberg abstaining, and motion carried.  
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 2013 Treasurer’s Report, and motion carried.  
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 2013 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried.   

PUBLIC COMMENTS
Mary Schanno – (220 St Paul Street) Discussed concerns regarding “smart meter” digital electric house meters and their possible health related side effects, noting that she wanted to inform the public of their possible risks.
Nora Beall – (45 S. Main Street) Further discussed Ms. Schanno’s concerns as well as her own regarding “smart meters.”
· Town Manager Smith suggested that Ms. Schanno and Ms. Beall contact Potomac Edison regarding “smart meters” since she was informed that PE does not install “smart meters” in Maryland.

CORRESPONDENCE
· Boonsboro’s Annual Independence Day Celebration was held on July 5, 2013
· A retirement party for Town Clerk Barbara Rodenhiser was held on July 25, 2013 at Beaver Creek Country Club
· Remembered the passing of Boonsboro High School student Michaela Grove on July 22, 2013
· The Mayor sent a letter to endorse a grant for the San Mar Childrens’ Home to proceed with the process of upgrading their IT programs so that children can communicate with parents and guardians who live far away
· The First Hose Company of Boonsboro’s Annual Remembrance Parade will be held on September 11, 2013 at 6:30 PM
· The Washington County Chapter of the MML held their meeting on July 27, 2013 in Williamsport
· Mt. Nebo Church hosted four Scouts from Scotland overnight on July 9, 2013 on behalf of the Town. The Scouts attended the local Boy Scout meeting and had dinner. The Mayor thanked Assistant Mayor Long and Council Members Cynthia Kauffman and Janeen Solberg for transporting and assisting the Scouts while they were in Town
· Thank you letter from Eagle Scout Tom Kersting

NEW BUSINESS 
BMUC Project Bid Results and Recommendation to the Mayor and Council:
· Maple Avenue Waterline Upgrade: Town Manager Smith stated that the Maple Avenue Waterline Upgrade to connect 10 properties on Maple Avenue to an upgraded 8-inch waterline on the opposite side of the street was placed out for bids and that the sealed bid was opened on July 10, 2013. She stated that the projected cost for the Waterline Project was budgeted at $85,000 and that one bid was received from Fayetteville Contractors for total of $247,955. She further stated that the Utilities Commission is recommending that the bid be rejected so that Triad Engineering can revise the Project which will be placed out for re-bid. Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel to reject the bid from Fayetteville Contractors for $247,955, and motion carried.
· Stouffer Avenue Sewer Lateral Relocation: Town Manager Smith stated that the Sewer Lateral Relocation Project at 12 Stouffer Avenue to relocate 350 linear feet of sewer lateral to a new manhole located at the rear of the property was placed out for sealed bids and that those bids were opened on July 10, 2013. She stated that two bids were received, with Huntzberry Brothers submitting the high bid of $39,960 and Fayetteville Contractors submitting the low bid of $23,899.  She further stated that the Utilities Commission is recommending that the low bid from Fayetteville Contractors be approved, noting that the contract will be signed at the on-site meeting on August 8, 2013.  Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the low bid from Fayetteville Contractors for $23,899, and motion carried.

Request to Send Letter to SHA Regarding Bike Lane Implementation along Scenic Byways: Town Planner Clark reviewed the letter to the Maryland State Highway Administration regarding the proposed bike lanes required by the State for the King Road and AC&T developments on Main Street. She stated that reviews from departments within the SHA have been delayed due to conflicting views on how bike lanes should be implemented along US 40 Alternate (Main Street) due to the road being a ‘scenic byway.’ She further stated that the Planning Commission is recommending that the letter be mailed to SHA requesting that their policy be changed so that US 40 Alternate is posted with signs stating ‘bike route’ rather than constructing a partial lane designed for bikes. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the letter to the Maryland State Highway Administration regarding the proposed bike lanes along Main Street, and motion carried.

Resolution to Amend the Police and Public Safety Commission: Council Member Haardt stated that Resolution 2013-03; Boonsboro Public Safety Commission is being recommended by the Police and Public Safety Commission to re-establish the Commission as the Boonsboro Public Safety Commission and amend various provisions within the Charter, as discussed in the Workshop meeting. He stated that one of the provisions will be to stagger Commission members’ terms as two 2-year and three 3-year terms, beginning in 2015 due to all current members’ terms expiring at the same time in 2015. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve Resolution 2013-03; Boonsboro Public Safety Commission to re-establish the Commission as the Boonsboro Public Safety Commission, and motion carried.

Fiscal Year General Fund Capital Improvement Projects (CIP):
· Town Facility Energy Audit: Town Planner Clark stated that she is requesting approval to advertise a Request for Proposal to solicit bids for an Energy Audit at the Town Hall, Town Hall Annex, Community Center and Town Maintenance Shop. She stated that there is $5,000 budgeted in the General Fund for the Energy Audit, noting that the Town can use 25% of the $37,500 Smart Energy Community Grant to cover any additional cost. She further state that she will advertise the RFP on August 6, 2013, as well as distribute it to certified energy auditors, with proposals due on August 28, 2013. Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the request to advertise a Request for Proposal to solicit bids for an Energy Audit, and motion carried. 
· Police Department Vehicle: Chief Stanford stated that $40,000 was budgeted for a new Police vehicle and that the Department has placed the order with Criswell Chevrolet through the Maryland State Contract for a new 2014 Chevrolet Tahoe. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to formally approve the purchase of the Police Department 2014 Chevrolet Tahoe, and motion carried.
· Computer and Software Upgrades: Town Manager Smith provided an update on the Washington County Information Technology assessment and recommendations on upgrading the computer infrastructure at Town Hall at the estimated cost of $6,460. She stated that there is $10,000 budgeted in FY14 for computer and software upgrades for Administrative staff, noting that the County’s proposal was presented to the Mayor and Council at the Workshop meeting. She further stated that the County will provide their upgrade price quotes for purchasing the recommended equipment by the end of the week, which will be presented to the Council at the August Workshop meeting.

Recommendation for Public Safety Commission Appointments:  Council Member Haardt stated that there are two vacancies on the Public Safety Commission for terms through June 2015 and that the vacancies were advertised on the Town’s website. He stated that Terri Hollingshead, of 107 South Main Street, and Bryan Hill, of 6 Holder Court, have both submitted “Community Volunteer Interest Forms” and that the Public Safety Commission is recommending their appointments to serve on the Commission. 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to appoint Terri Hollingshead to the Public Safety Commission for the term through June 2015, and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Wetzel to appoint Bryan Hill to the Public Safety Commission for the term through June 2015, and motion carried.

Recommendation for BZA Re-Appointment: Town Planner Clark stated that Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) member Scott Race is interested in re-appointment to the BZA as an Alternate Member for a consecutive 2-year term. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to re-appoint Scott Race to the BZA for a consecutive 2-year term though July 2015, and motion carried.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt Service: Town Manager Smith stated that the Town entered into 5-year agreements with certain developers to purchase sewer taps to help fund the $7.9 million debt for the construction of the Waste Water Treatment Plant and that those agreements are ending in January 2014. She stated that due to the current economic conditions, those developers have not amended or entered into further agreements to purchase additional sewer taps that would cover the remaining WWTP debt. She further stated that the Mayor and Council have been reviewing options for covering those remaining debts and have proposed adding a $22.50 per connection charge to residents Utility bills per quarter, effective in January 2014 which could show up on the March 2014 billing. Town Manager Smith stated that the actual assessed debt is $90 per connection and that the Town would agree to cover 75% of that debt. 

Tapping Fee Study Status: Town Manager Smith stated that the previous Tapping Fee Rate Study was conducted in 2006, and that the Utilities Commission has approved that Triad Engineering conduct a tapping fee analysis in Fiscal Year 2014 which could assist with the paying down the $7.9 million WWTP debt. She stated that Town staff is currently collecting the requested data to perform the study, and that it should take Triad approximately 3-weeks to complete their draft analysis. She further stated that after the Utilities Commission reviews the analysis she will present the finding to the Mayor and Council.

Assistant Mayor Long stated that the Town has been approached by the First Hose Company of Boonsboro regarding placing temporary viewing bleachers in the Town Square for the Annual Remembrance Parade on September 11, 2013. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the First Hose Company of Boonsboro temporary bleachers on September 11, 2013, and motion carried. 

COMMISSION REPORTS  
Public Safety Commission – S. Haardt. Meeting was held on July 18, 2013. Discussions included National Night Out plans for Tuesday, August 6, 2013 from 5:30 PM to 8:30 PM. There will be no August meeting due to National Night Out, with the next meeting being held on September 19, 2013.  

Park Board –C. Kauffman. There was no July meeting due to the Independence Day Celebrations, with the next meeting being held on August 28, 2013. The upcoming Concerts in the Park include the South Mountain Jam on August 18 at 7PM and the US Navy Band Country Current Ensemble on August 24 at 7PM. Reported that the see-saw in the Park needs to be replaced. 

Utilities Commission –K. Chambers. Meeting held on July 11, 2013. Discussions included the rejection of the bid for the Maple Avenue waterline upgrade due to the high cost, the approval to award the contract to Fayetteville Contractors for the sewer lateral relocation at 12 Stouffer Avenue, the Keedysville Spring House water discharge pipe replacement status, the Weis Market sewer back-up status, the appointment of Ray Hoffman as the BMUC Secretary for FY14, the approvals of the FY14 Water and Sewer Fund Capital Improvement Projects (leak detector, gas-powered pipe cutting chain saw and placing the I&I televising of the sewer system out for bids), and the request from Chairman Davis for the members to review the Boonsboro Sewer Ordinance.  

Planning Commission –H. Long. Meeting held on July 23, 2013. Discussions included the recommendation to the Board of Zoning Appeals for BZA13-08; Request for Special Exception to establish an in-home occupation to conduct music lessons and BZA13-09; Request for Variance to vary the minimum lot width and size of a proposed new lot that would be created to front Center Street, the recommendation to forward a letter to the State Highway Administration in support of the Scenic Byway Policies for US Alternate 40, and the status of the TT&K development and Sycamore Run. 

Economic Development Commission –J. Solberg. No meeting was held during the month of July 2013. The Networking Breakfast was held on July 19, 2013 at Vesta’s Restaurant. Announced that Kristi’s Bakery and Café is now open in the old Icing Bakery location and Creative Concepts Consignment will be opening soon at 16 South Main Street. The EDC is moving forward with the Welcome sign design and bids. The next EDC meeting will be held on August 28, 2013 at 9AM in the Town Hall Annex and the next Networking Breakfast will be held on September 20, 2013 at Vesta’s. The next Girls Night Out event will be held on November 7, 2013 from 6PM to 9PM.

Environmental Commission –B. Wetzel. Meeting held on July 9, 2013. Town Planner Clark announced that 36 communities are participating in the Smart Energy Community Program, with Boonsboro being the only town in Western Maryland participating. Discussions included the recommendation to proceed with the RFP for the Energy Audit, the Town event recycling policy and meeting with the Park Board to work on joint interest projects, the continued work on the Strategic Plan and Objectives, and the final stages of forming the Green Team. 

Police Department Report – Chief Stanford. The Police Department received 347 calls for service, which included 96 motor vehicle violations for the month of July. Arrests for the month included two (2) criminal adult arrests, one (1) adult traffic arrest and one (1) juvenile criminal arrest. 

Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that she contacted Apple Valley Waste and asked if it would be possible to switch the trash collection day and the recycling pick-up day around, noting that the company is looking into it but that the price was bid aggressively for the current day and that it may cost more to switch the days due to re-routing. 
· Stated that Breast Cancer Awareness has requested to place pink ribbons on Main Street from October 14 to 18, 2013. Consensus is to approve that request. 
· Stated that the Lakin Avenue stormwater issue is still being reviewed by Washington County
· Stated that the Maryland Rural Water Association will be holding a chlorination class in the Community Center on August 6, 2013 from 8AM to 3:30 PM
· Stated that she was a guest speaker at the Lions Club meeting on July 24, 2013
· Stated that the Public Works Municipal Service Worker 1 position interviews are completed and the results will be discussed in the Executive Session.
· Stated that the Operator Trainee position interviews will be conducted on August 8 and 9, 2013

Council Member Wetzel stated that the SHA placed a new crosswalk on Potomac Street so that residents can safely cross the street to and from the Boonsboro Library and the new Park area. Town Planner Clark stated that new signage will be placed to alert motorists. 

Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to close the Regular meeting at 8:43 PM and move into Executive Session; as permitted under Maryland State Article §10-508 (a) Section (1) to discuss the appointment, employment, assignment, promotion, discipline, demotion, compensation, removal, resignation, or performance evaluation of appointees, employees, or officials over who this public body has jurisdiction, and motion carried.


Respectfully submitted,



Kimberly A. Miller 
Administrative Assistant


“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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