
BOONSBORO MAYOR AND COUNCIL

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
MONDAY, AUGUST 6, 2012
The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro held their Regular Meeting on Monday, August 6, 2012 in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Cynthia Kauffman, Janeen Solberg, Barbara Wetzel and Sean Haardt. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Town Planner Megan Clark, Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller, and Police Chief Jeffrey Hewett. The meeting convened at 7:00 PM with the pledge and the invocation offered by Mayor Kauffman. 
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 2, 2012 Public Hearing; Request for Map Amendment Minutes, with Council Member Solberg abstaining, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 2, 2012 Regular Session Minutes as amended, with Council Member Solberg abstaining,  and motion carried.

· Council Member Chambers stated that he requested that Town Manager Smith provide the Mayor and Council with the updated Fiscal Year 2013 rate breakdown from BB&T for the Town employees Health Insurance Policy at the June 2012 meeting, and that they are yet to receive it. He requested again that the rate breakdown be provided to the Mayor and Council for discussion prior to the August Workshop Meeting.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the July 31, 2012 Workshop Session Minutes as amended, with Assistant Mayor Long and Council Member Solberg abstaining, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the July 31, 2012 Executive Workshop Session Minutes I, with Assistant Mayor Long and Council Member Solberg abstaining, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the July 31, 2012 Executive Workshop Session Minutes II, with Assistant Mayor Long and Council Member Solberg abstaining, and motion carried.
· Motion by Council Member Solberg, second by Council Member Haardt to approve the July 2012 Treasurer’s Report and motion carried.
· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the July 2012 Bills to be Paid and motion carried. 
Mayor Kauffman took a moment to remember former Town employee Tom Stine who passed away on July 29, 2012.

CORRESPONDENCE

· Stated that a letter was mailed to the Washington County Commissioners regarding the ongoing stormwater issues on Lakin Avenue and St Paul Street

· Letter from the Otto’s and the Whitsell’s of South Main Street concerning the ongoing stormwater issue at South Main Street and Mousetown Road near Reeder’s Nursing Home

· Notice announcing the newly founded “Volunteer Washington County”

· Letter from the Governor’s Office on Service and Volunteerism to raise awareness of the need for community service

· Thank you letter from the Boonsboro Athletic Boosters, Inc. (BABI) for the donation to help with the purchase of the new scoreboard and sound system at the Boonsboro High School Football Field

· Letter from Maryland Water and Science Corporation regarding assistance with water supply exploration and developmental services

· Invitation for the Mayor to join the MML Mayor Association

· Letter from MDE regarding the possible exemption from the Bay Restoration Fee 
· Announcement of the MML Washington County Chapter new representative Tom Reynolds

· The Cumberland Valley Breast Cancer Awareness ribbon campaign will begin on October 8. Pink ribbons will be placed on street light post throughout Town
· Notice of a vacancy on the Housing Authority of Washington County Board
· MML Certificate of Membership for 2012 and 2013
Council Member Wetzel stated that she received an email correspondence regarding ‘open burning’ to answer Mr. Kirby’s question from the July Meeting. She stated that a permit is required from the Washington County Health Department to burn debris on properties. Chief Hewett stated that the DNR’s Forest Service enforces open burning. 
NEW BUSINESS
Shafer Park Tree Maintenance & Trimming Proposal: Town Manager Smith provided the Mayor and Council with proposals from three (3) tree trimming companies for maintenance on the trees in Shafer Park for their review at the Workshop Meeting, noting that $10,000 was budgeted for this project in Capital Improvements. She stated that the proposals are for crown-cleaning of the trees by removing dead limbs, debris, and low hanging branches, and that the proposals range from $6,500 to $11,500 for the trimming of 43 trees. She further stated that she is recommending the Town accept the proposal of the low quote from Preferred Arbor Care of $6,500. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the crown-cleaning of the 43 trees in Shafer Park by Preferred Arbor Care at the cost of $6,500, and motion carried. 

WIP Fundraising Concert: Mayor Kauffman stated that the Town of Williamsport would be hosting a fundraising event to assist in raising money to provided community education and outreach programs to help protect the Chesapeake Bay as part of Phase II of the Washington County Watershed Implementation Plan (WIP). He stated that Boonsboro is willing to assist Williamsport’s Town Clerk Donnie Stotelmyer in advertising the event, selling tickets, and lending a hand in any way that we can. He further stated that the event will be held on September 15, 2012 at the River Bottom Park, located along the banks of the Potomac River, featuring live music and vendors, from 9AM until 9PM, and the price per ticket is $10 in advance and $15 at the gate. Town Manager Smith stated that she has discussed the event with Town Clerk Stotelmyer and will provide staff assistance to Williamsport and assist in any way that is needed. Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to assist the Town of Williamsport with their WIP Fundraising Concert and Event on September 15, 2012, and motion carried.

MML Geocache Program & Towns Participation: Administrative Assistant Miller stated that the MML‘s plans to launch a new Geocache program in January 2013 and that she has taken the steps to register the Town to participate as discussed in the July Workshop Meeting. She stated that the Town participated in the first MML Geocache Program that began in January 2009 and that it was a successful way to bring tourists to Town to search for the Geocache box. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman suggested that the Park Board or EDC might be interested in promoting and taking part in ‘hiding’ and maintaining the Geocache box, and offered her assistance in the new program. Administrative Assistant Miller stated that the $35 Geocache registration fee has been submitted to the MML.
Discussion Regarding Proposed Changes to the Personnel Committee: Council Member Chambers reviewed his proposal for restructuring the Personnel Committee by reducing the Committee size from seven (7) members to four (4) members, which was previously discussed at the July Workshop Meeting. He presented the Mayor and Council with a summary of his proposal for the restructuring, recommending that the Committee should become a permanent standing Committee that reports directly to the Mayor and Council and consists of Mayor appointed members and the Town Manager. He stated that the Committee would meet on a bi-monthly basis and establish a standard reporting mechanism back to the Mayor and Council such as the other Town Commissions by providing meeting minutes. Assistant Mayor Long recommended that the Council review the proposed changes to the Committee for further discussion at the August Workshop Meeting. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman agreed and suggested appointing a Chairperson and a Secretary and to take meeting minutes. Council Member Solberg commended the Council for moving forward and taking the initiative to make necessary changes in the Personnel Committee. Council Member Wetzel stated that one of the first tasks of the newly formed Committee should be the revising of the almost 10-year old Employee Handbook. Council Member Chambers stated that was discussed at the July Workshop Meeting as the first and foremost task to be addressed, as well as setting consistent policies and procedures. Council Member Wetzel proposed that the Personnel Committee should also be responsible for setting a format for employee exit interviews. Mayor Kauffman stated that the Council should review Council Member Chamber’s proposal for restructuring the Personnel Committee and further discussion will be held at the August Workshop Meeting.  

Police Chief Resignation: Mayor Kauffman stated that Police Chief Jeff Hewett submitted his letter of resignation and will be retiring from the Boonsboro Police Department on December 1, 2012. Chief Hewett stated that he had originally planned to retire on December 31 but moved the date up to December 1, 2012 due to the symbolic gesture of it being the 1-year anniversary of Sargent Rich Poffenberger’s passing. Mayor Kauffman thanked Chief Hewett for his service to the Town and wished him well in his retirement. 
Assistant Mayor Long stated that Lloyd and Cindy Smith have offered to drive the Mayor and Council in their float vehicle during the Boonsboro Fire Department’s 9/11 Remembrance Parade this year and also the Mummer’s Parade. 
COMMISSION REPORTS 
Police & Public Safety Commission –J. Solberg. No meeting was held for the month of July 2012, but a special event planning meeting for National Night Out was held on August 2, 2012. The annual event will be held on Tuesday, August 7, 2012 beginning at 5:30 PM in Shafer Park. 
Park Board – C. Kauffman. No meeting was held for the month of July 2012. She expressed a thank you to the US Navy Country Current Ensemble for their performance in Shafer Park on July 14, 2012. She stated that the Park Board is hoping to have additional Military Band performances in Shafer Park in 2013. 
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on July 12, 2012. Discussions included updates on the MDE Water Supply Programs, the review of the Keedysville Spring House needs improvements and plan of action, the Request for Proposal for review of the WWTP Operation and Maintenance, the appointment of Terry Davis as the BMUC Secretary, updates on the Solar Power proposal for the WWTP, and the proposed schedule of Capital Improvements Projects for Fiscal Year 2013 which include the Keedysville Spring House upgrades, the Septum Sleeve/ Filter Sock replacements at the Boonsboro Water Plant, and the Maple Avenue waterline replacement for the Water Fund and the electric access gate at the WWTP and Crestview Pump access road for the Sewer Fund.  

Planning Commission – H. Long. No meeting was held for the month of July 2012.
Economic Development Commission – J. Solberg. No meeting was held for the month of July 2012. The Networking Breakfast was held on July 20, 2012 at the Boonsboro Library in the Community Room, and the guest speaker was Casey Willson of the University of Maryland Small Business Development Center. The next Networking Breakfast is scheduled to be held on September 21, 2012 at Vesta Restaurant.
Council of Governments/Community Outreach – B. Wetzel. The Community Outreach held their meeting on July 12, 2012. Topics of discussion included the Washington County Humane Society updating the Animal Control Ordinance by adding a “leash law”, and the County’s Probation and Patrol Board updating the local Law Enforcement Department contact information. The State Police will be holding an open house at the new State Police Barracks in Hagerstown in the fall, and asked to remind all citizens to lock their vehicle doors to help reduce break-ins. The next Community Outreach meeting is scheduled for October 11, 2012. The Council of Governments held their meeting on July 12, 2012. Topics of discussion included the update of the State Comprehensive Plan, the mapping the of the ‘growth areas’ in conjunction with Plan Maryland, and the WIP preliminary hearings for establishing a nitrogen policy. The next Council of Governments is scheduled for October 25, 2012. 
Police Department Report – Chief J. Hewett. The Police Department received 334 calls for service, which included 57 motor vehicle violations and 12 parking citations for the month of July. Arrests for the month of July included two (2) adult arrests and zero (0) juvenile arrests. 
Town Manager’s Report – D. Smith
· Stated that State Highway re-striped the parking spaces on Main Street. They also added an additional space and removed the No Parking signage in front of Gantz Alley (which is now closed to traffic from N. Main Street) beside Boonsboro Auto Parts. 
· Stated that Washington County Emergency Services has listed Town Hall as a “cooling center” for citizens to escape the heat on extremely hot days with temperatures over 90 degrees
· Stated that stormwater concerns have increased due to heavy rains and that she is working with Town Planner Clark on obtaining recommendations from Triad Engineering regarding how to address some of the issues  
· Stated that she included the BidUREnergy recommendation results in the Mayor and Council meeting packets for their review and further discussion at the August Workshop Meeting

Council Member Wetzel stated that the July sanitation tonnage was 98 tons for regular household trash and 23.63 tons for curbside recycling, and complimented the Town staff for handling all of the recycling tote deliveries and citizens’ concerns.

CITIZEN COMMENTS
Barinda Golden: Read a poem titled “Dog and Cat Club”. 

Mayor Kauffman adjourned the meeting at 8:45 PM.
Respectfully submitted,
Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant

“In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture policy, this institution is prohibited from discrimination on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, familial status, religion or disability. To file a complaint of discrimination you may file in person with, or write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW., Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (800)795-3272 (voice) or (202)720-6382 (TDD)”
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