MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF BOONSBORO

REGULAR MEETING

DECEMBER 7, 2009

The Mayor and Council of Boonsboro Regular Meeting Session convened at 7:00 PM in the Eugene C. Smith Community Center with the pledge and invocation. In attendance were Mayor Charles Kauffman, Jr., Assistant Mayor Howard Long, Council Members Kevin Chambers, Richard Hawkins, Sr., Natalie Mose, Cynthia Kauffman, and Barbara Wetzel. Also present were Town Manager Debra Smith, Planning Director Megan Clark, Police Chief Jeff Hewett, and Administrative Assistant Kimberly Miller. 

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the November 2, 2009 Regular Session Minutes as amended, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Assistant Mayor Long to approve the November 2, 2009 Executive Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Chambers to approve the November 30, 2009 Workshop Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve the November 30, 2009 Executive Workshop Session Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the November 30, 2009 Executive Workshop Session II Minutes, and motion carried.

· Motion by Assistant Mayor Long, second by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to approve the November 2009 Treasurers Report and motion carried.

· Motion by Council Member Chambers, second by Council Member Hawkins to approve the November 2009 Bills to be Paid, and motion carried. 

GUESTS

Greg Murray, County Administrator, County Tax Setoff Plan for Municipalities: Mr. Murray provided the Mayor and Council with a copy of the County Tax Differential Model explaining that the Tax Differential is the difference between the tax rate imposed on properties located inside and outside of the Municipal limits. He further explained that the County has been using the Tax Setoff for many years in the form of a Tax Rebate, because it had been calculating taxes based on a partial scope of services provided by the County opposed to the total scope of services. The County was then rebating those taxes for the cost of the services not provided back to the municipalities and therefore, the County is shifting the responsibility of collecting taxes for town provided services back to the municipalities. He further explained that by eliminating the annual County Tax Setoff to municipalities, residents will see their County taxes decrease, but the town would only have to increase the tax rate by a smaller percentage to recover the difference, still providing an overall tax reduction for the residents. Mr. Murray stated that because this is an upcoming election year, the present County Commissioners wanted to implement the County Tax Setoff by July 2010 and not have it become the first business item of the new Commission. The Mayor and Council agreed that the County Commissioners must take the lead on informing citizens of how and when the transition will occur and suggested creating an informational pamphlet to be inserted in the quarterly utility billing as well as on the front page of the Herald-Mail Newspaper.

Assistant Scout Master John Navarro of Boonsboro Troop 20 and scout members attended as a requirement of the Citizenship in the Community merit badge. An additional requirement for this badge was to identify an “issue” in the community and interview a person from your local government on what is being done to address the issue and how young people can help. Star Scout JJ Navarro thanked Town Manager Debra Smith for her assistance with addressing the topic of “How can young people address the issues of skateboarding and biking activities in town” and Chief Hewett for providing regulations on the matter.   

CORRESPONDENCE

· November 20, 2009 Gang Steering Minutes

· MML Meeting was held in Clear Spring on November 23, 2009
· Washington County Economic Development Commission “Crossroads” Flyer

· Governor O’Malley announced additional Budget Cuts totaling over $1 Billion – Municipalities are not affected by this round of cuts
· Letter from Washington County Clerk Vicky Lum providing expiration dates and vacancies for Washington County Boards

· Legislative priority for the MML in 2010 is ‘Municipal Budget Security’
· Children’s Village – Thank You for support

· “The Art of Cooking” local celebrity cook-off on February 27, 2010 at Fountain Head Country Club

· Washington County Board of Education “Bridge To Excellence Master Plan” 

NEW BUSINESS

Approval of Resolution 2009-05- Amending the Charter of the Town of Boonsboro – The Mayor stated that it was decided in the Public Hearing held at 6:45 PM that the approval of Resolution 2009-05 will not happen this evening.  Instead, the Mayor and Council decided to revise the Resolution, introduce the new Resolution, and move forward with advertising the Public Hearing for January.  

· Motion by Council Member Wetzel to Introduce Revised Resolution 2009-05; Amending the Charter of the Town of Boonsboro Section 513. Vacancies, A. Generally: changing the wording from ‘until the next municipal election’ to ‘for the unexpired term,’ second by Assistant Mayor Long. Council Member Cynthia Kauffman amended the motion to replace the word ‘appoint’ with ‘elect’ throughout the section. Motion carried unanimously. The Resolution will be re-advertised for Public Hearing on January 4, 2010 at 6:45 PM.

· Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman to eliminate the Transitional Rule for 2010 Election originally proposed as Section 513. Vacancies, B, of Resolution 2009-05 Amending the Charter of the Town of Boonsboro,  and to create and introduce the Transitional Rule for 2010 Election as a stand alone Resolution rather than a Charter Amendment at the January 2010 meeting, second by Assistant Mayor Long. Motion carried unanimously. 
Resolution 2009-06; Resolution to Participate in the NLC Prescription Discount Card Program- Mayor Kauffman stated that the town joined the National League of Cities (NLC) for the exclusive purpose of being able to offer a prescription discount program to area residents who may not have any prescription coverage. Town Manager Smith stated that the NLC works in collaboration with CVS Caremark to offer up to a 20% discount on prescriptions not covered by insurance. She explained that poster proofs have been prepared and approved for the Town, and that the date of implementation of the program is January 20, 2010. Marketing templates have been provided for press releases to announce the program through the media and the town website. The Town Manager stated that enough discounts cards will be provided to equal 10% of the town’s population (which is based on the 2000 census of 2,803) or 280 cards, and they will be placed at multiple locations throughout the town. Motion by Council Member Cynthia Kauffman, second by Council Member Wetzel to approve Resolution 2009-06 to participate in the National League of Cities Prescription Discount Card Program. Motion carried unanimously.
Donation Request: Annual Ladies Auxiliary Children’s Christmas Party -The Ladies Auxiliary of the American Legion Clopper-Michael Post 10 sent a donation request to the Mayor and Council for their 2009 Children’s Christmas Party. Motion by Council Member Hawkins, second by Council Member Chambers to make a donation for $100 to the Ladies Auxiliary, with Council Member Cynthia Kauffman abstaining due to being an Officer in the Ladies Auxiliary. Motion carried 5-1.
COMMISSION REPORTS
Planning Commission- M. Clark.  Meeting held on November 24, 2009. Discussions included the presentation of the TT&K Property Concept Plan for 56 residential lots, and the proposed construction of Warrior Boulevard in the first phase of development. 
Police & Public Safety – H. Long. Meeting held on November 12, 2009. Discussions included the naming of the Alleys throughout Town, the installation of the ‘walkway only’ sign at NAPA Alley, and parking and 4-way stops issues. There will be no December meeting.
Police Chief Report – J. Hewett. The Police Department received 329 calls for service, which included 25 motor vehicle violator contacts and 21 parking citations. Arrests for the month of November included three (3) adult and one (1) juvenile. 
Economic Development Commission – N. Mose. Meeting held on December 2, 2009. Discussions included the Annual Christmas Decorating Contest, the success of the Trolley Station, suggestions to move the Train Display to the old Police Station side of the Community Center, and announcements of upcoming events.
Utilities Commission – K. Chambers. Meeting held on November 12, 2009. Mr. Leonard Thomas, of 3 Park Drive, attended the meeting to request that the town replace his water service line, which he reports has been cracking in the winter months. Discussions included updates on the 40A Waterline Extension Project and funding with a projected construction completion date of December 8, 2009, the USDA Final Inspection Report and MDE site visit for the Permit Renewal at the Waste Water Treatment Plant, the follow-up on a water leak on North Main Street, and a tap fee waiver request from the Board of Education for the Boonsboro High School Team Room.
The Town of Keedysville presented project plans and drawings for proposed Water Infrastructure Upgrade Improvements to Boonsboro for review and approval as required by MDE due to the terms of the joint water agreement between the towns. The Boonsboro/Keedysville Regional Water Advisory Board discussed the project and had the project engineering firm of KCI Technologies address some questions and concerns regarding the project in a letter and in addition, the engineer met with the Boonsboro operators for a project review meeting on December 2, 2009. Mayor Kauffman stated that he would sign the plans for Keedysville once the Town’s Attorney has reviewed it.

Park Board - Meeting held on October 28, 2009. Discussions included plans for Olde Tyme Christmas, updates on tree planting, approval of Shafer Park Expansion restrooms, reconstruction of the handicap ramps along MD34 at the new park entrance, and the positioning of the Butterfly at the Library. A meeting was held on November 18, 2009 at the Community Center to fill the luminaries and bag candy for Olde Tyme Christmas.
Town Manager - D. Smith.
· Snow Removal: Two employees were called in between 12:00 and 2:00 AM on Saturday, December 5, 2009 to clear and salt the streets. A total of 8 tons of salt was used from Washington County 
· The Town received the 2nd recycling unit in November.
· The pedestrian walkway signage has been placed in Napa Alley.
· Christmas tree recycling is being offered again this year at the County landfill.

· The Town is still waiting to be contacted by MEA when all of the program requirements are clarified for the Clean Energy Grant.

· A letter was received from Jim Sterling on the Annual POS Requests for Fiscal Year 2011 due by January 4, 2010. Less than the $140,000 received last year is expected for distribution.

The meeting closed at 9:00 PM.
Respectfully submitted,


Kimberly A. Miller

Administrative Assistant
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