Draft
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JUNE 9, 2015

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairperson Rosemary James, Secretary Kathy Vesely, Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner, Scott McIllwee, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager

ABSENT:	Rebecca Wildberger

GUEST SPEAKER: Fran Scher, PhD, Washington County Master Gardener, gave a wonderful interactive talk on the virtues of organic gardening. 

PRESIDING: Chairperson Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 8:05 P.M. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairperson Brady declared the regular Minutes of the May 2015 Meeting approved with corrections to be forwarded to Manager Clark. Approved.

DISCUSSION
Boonsboro Farmer's Market – The first Farmer’s Market (FM), June 9 (tonight), was very successful! Member Renner said she wishes there were more vegetable vendors, but it is still early in the season. Seven vendors participated, with approximately 30 attendees. She stated it will be set up a little different next time. She and Leslie Hart would like to have Theme Days to attract more people. Liaison Schmidt suggested the first FM of each month be designated theme nights. Ideas include: Kids Night, Dog Night, Picnic Night (to coincide with National Night Out--move FM to the pavilion over by Alex for that one night). Leslie Hart and Jessica Renner will be present most days as Market Managers but will need coverage for days they won’t be available and will send out a sign-up email. Member Renner stated she would love to have a FM Facebook page set up. Member Whitmore suggested signage needs to be more prominent and plentiful. Member Renner said more signage is forthcoming. Right now there are four signs around town. Manager Clark would like to put a list of vendors on Town website and would like to see FM flyers posted in town storefronts. Member Renner stated she purchased recycled bags for $73, which will last a while. Vendors have been reminded not to use plastic bags. If vendors need our bags, they will be free for the time being, but we will begin charging for them soon. Participants need to be reminded to bring their own bags. Liability insurance was $150, signage was $60. Liaison Schmidt suggested we use the BEC table runner for the check-in area. Leslie will do a press release for next week. A Grand Opening can happen at any time. 

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – Vice Chairperson James stated the Mayor and Council is considering PAYT
Trees – Member McIllwee stated the Tree Committee will be meeting tomorrow evening and will be working on the Trees USA application. Manager Clark stated the Plant Community application received Gold Status for 2014!

Public Education/Outreach – Guest speaker tonight as part of the Speaker Series. Thank you Vice Chairperson James for keeping the Speaker Series interesting and timely. Vice Chairperson James would like to see more community members attend. She stated it was well advertised.
 
Green Team – No report.

TOWN UPDATES
Liaison Schmidt stated she and Manager Clark will be attending the MML conference Sunday, June 29 - July 1 in Ocean Cit. MEA will be recognizing Boonsboro as a Smart Energy Community for saving energy.

The Draft of the Ad Hoc Feasibility Study for the Pool will be presented at two upcoming meetings: June 22 at the Town Council Workshop (7 PM), Town Hall Annex, and June 23 at Library (10:30 AM). All interested community members are invited to attend.

Next EDC community breakfast will be July 17, 7:30 AM at Vesta. 

Public Safety Commission is still in need of new members. Walkability study is being worked on. Changes are forthcoming for repainting crosswalk lines, new signage, and educating public.

Della Lane will soon be repaved with new striping and bike/walking lanes.
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Largest County pervious parking lot is currently being worked on at the new soccer field. Member Schnackenberg suggested putting an informational blurb in the next sewer bill about the new parking lot and also put a sign up at the parking lot to explain the concept.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
Manager Clark stated that the water/sewer rates will soon go to a tiered structure. This will be a more equitable rate scale. 13% of residents will see a reduction in water charges. 

The Warrior Blvd. sinkhole repair is being done in house and will be completed by end of June. 

We would like to see future developers work with the BEC. Manager Clark stated the BEC needs to come up with some guiding principles, then regulations. She stated we don’t want to hinder the process but guide the process. Manager Clark can send out agendas of the Planning Commission. Perhaps the BEC could come up with an Environmentally Sensitive Design Plan to add to the Planning Commissions regulations. Manager Clark stated the BEC should be involved with the Comprehensive Plan process, updated every 6 years, which is this year (2015). 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:57 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary

                  
 
 
 Next Meeting: WEDNESDAY, July 14, 2015 – Regular session (7:00 p.m.)*



