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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
TUESDAY, JULY 14, 2015

PRESENT:	Commission Members: Chairman Bill Brady, Vice Chairperson Rosemary James, Anthony Dowell, Jessica Renner Absent: Scott McIllwee, Laura Schnackenberg, Amanda Whitmore, Rebecca Wildberger, and Secretary Kathy Vesely
Mayor and Council Liaison: Brigitte Schmidt
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager

PRESIDING: Chairperson Bill Brady called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: Chairperson Brady tabled the meeting minutes of the June 9, 2015 regular meeting. 

NEW BUSINESS

TOWN FARM CONSERVATION
Town Manager Clark stated the Town Farm property could provide an opportunity to establish a Forest Mitigation Bank. The bank is an established easement which can be used to meet forest conservation requirements for developments and also preserves the existing forest on the property. The first step in establishing a bank is to have a forest stand delineation completed, which identifies environmental features on the property, including forest areas, streams, and floodplain. Then the Town can decide if they want to establish a permanent easement on portions of the property. 

The Commission discussed the benefits of completing a forest stand delineation and how it would be helpful to use for an overall plan of the property. Consensus was given to use special project funding to cover the cost of establishing a Forest Mitigation Bank. 

The Commission discussed future development in Boonsboro and how they would like to establish guiding principles for development that incorporate sustainability. 
	
SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS
Waste Reduction – No Report
Trees – No Report
Public Education/Outreach – The Commission discussed the ways to generate more attendance at the meetings and possible speakers in the future
Green Team – No report.

TOWN UPDATES
Liaison Schmidt stated she and Manager Clark attended the MML conference Sunday, June 29 - July 1 in Ocean City. She stated Boonsboro was recognized as a Smart Energy Community for saving energy and thanked Manager Clark for her efforts on the project.

Liaison Schmidt also shared that the Della Lane overlay project will include a striped walking/biking path and future streets are being considered for the same type of striping.

Town Manager Clark updated the Commission on the most recent grant awards, including $100,000 for walking trails, and an additional $54,000 for trails, the Shafer Park Permeable parking lot, and the grant for the tot-lot in the park. 

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS 
Member Renner updated the Commission on the success of the Farmer’s Market and the Commission discussed future plans for the market, including more signs, a market manager, and revised regulations.

Member James shared she had been contacted about the Waste to Energy Facility moving forward in Washington County. 

ADJOURN
Chairperson Brady declared the meeting adjourned at 8:46 PM.

Respectfully submitted,
____________________
Kathy Vesely, Secretary
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