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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 23, 2016
PRESENT: Chairman Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, David Ambrose, Secretary Kim Koerting, David Parmelee, Steve Jamison, Curt Conway, and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long  
Staff Member(s): Megan Clark, Town Manager and Brian Hopkins, Town Engineer
Guests: Trevor Frederick, FSA; Dave Trostle, FSA; Bill Rudd, Representative for Dollar General; Walter McKinney
Present for Joint Meeting: Mayor Charles Kauffman; Councilmembers Janeen Solberg, Sean Haardt, and Brigitte Schmidt; BMUC Chairperson Terry Davis, and Members Ray Hoffman, Bobby Mose, and Eric Kitchen
PRESIDING:      Chairman Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Wright declared the Regular Meeting Minutes of the September 22, 2015 Meeting approved as submitted. 
NEW BUSINESS

SITE PLAN APPROVAL – Dollar General
Town Manager Clark presented the staff report for Dollar General, stating a 9,100 square foot building is proposed along the eastern side of US Alternate 40, adjacent to the Boonsboro Ambulance Company. She stated the property has been reviewed in accordance with applicable regulations, the BMUC has reviewed the plan and is recommending approval contingent upon engineering comments addressed and payment of the $3,000/edu mitigation payment for sewer. 

Chairperson Wright stated there are items up for the Planning Commission consideration. The first item noted is regarding sidewalks. He stated while SHA has not required sidewalks along the frontage of the property; Boonsboro regulations require sidewalks. The second item noted is the BMUC recommendation for a access drive constructed along the sewer easement. Next is the street tree requirement for street trees along US Alternate Route 40. Last is a street name for the new road.

The Planning Commission discussed the first item, sidewalks along US Alternate Route 40. Dave Trostle, engineer for the site, noted SHA had stated they were not requiring sidewalks since there were not sidewalks adjacent to the property. Chairperson Wright stated while SHA may not require sidewalks, the Plan for Boonsboro includes sidewalks on all streets, and should be considered in all development.  
Motion by Vice-Chairperson Maricle, second by Secretary Koerting, to PROVIDE A FEE-IN-LIEU PAYMENT FOR SIDEWALKS, BASED UPON THE TOWN ENGINEER’S COST ESTIMATE, FOR FUTURE SIDEWALKS ALONG US ALTERNATE 40. Motion carried unanimously.
The Commission discussed the BMUC recommendation for a gravel access drive to be constructed along the sewer easement. Town Engineer Hopkins stated the purpose of having a drivable access is for future maintenance of the sewer main. A grass easement does not provide suitable access for heavy equipment to maintain the sewer. 

 Motion by Chairperson Wright, second by Vice-Chairperson Maricle, to PROVIDE A GRAVEL ACCESS DRIVE ALONG THE SEWER EASEMENT. Motion carried unanimously.
The Commission discussed the required landscaping of the site. Chairperson Wright stated the Landscaping provisions of the Subdivision Regulations state that shrubs or smaller trees can be substituted for street trees so as to not interfere with existing electrical lines. Dave Trostle stated the proposed SWM area interferes with placement of planting, in addition to the electrical lines. Town Manager Clark suggested requiring shrubs to be placed on the top of the berm adjacent to the parking area in lieu of street trees. 

Motion by Vice-Chairperson Maricle, second by Member Ambrose to PROVIDE PLANTINGS ON THE TOP OF THE BERM ADJACENT TO THE PARKING AREA IN LIEU OF STREET TREES.  Motion carried unanimously.
The Commission discussed the street names and agreed Windy Ridge Court is appropriate for the area. 

Motion by Chairperson Wright, second by Member Ambrose to APPROVE WINDY RIDGE COURT AS THE STREET NAME.  Motion carried unanimously.
Motion by Vice-Chairperson Maricle, second by Member Ambrose to APPROVE THE SITE PLAN AND FINAL PLAT FOR DOLLAR GENERAL CONTINGENT UPON THE PLANS ADDRESSING THE ITEMS CONSIDERED EARLIER; TECHNICAL ENGINEERING COMMENTS BEING ADDRESSED; APPLICABLE AGENCY APPROVALS; FEE-IN-LIEU PAYMENT OF $3,000 PER EDU FOR SEWER; UTLIZING THE BOONSBORO FOREST MITIGATION BANK FOR FOREST CONSERVATION; AND A BOND AND PUBLIC WORKS AGREEMENT FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS. Motion carried unanimously. 
SITE PLAN APPROVAL: AC&T
Town Manager Clark presented the proposed site plan for AC&T. She stated the Planning Commission previously reviewed the plans in 2011 and granted modifications for the roadside buffer, and landscaping along the building. She stated since 2011, the size of the proposed building has increased from 4,125 square feet to 5,160 square feet. 
The Planning Commission discussed the site plan and agreed the intent of the landscaping ordinance has been met. 

Motion by Chairperson Wright, second by Member Ambrose, to GRANT APPROVAL OF THE SITE PLAN FOR THE REDEVELOPMENT OF AC&T CONTINGENT UPON A $3,000/EDU FEE IN LIEU PAYMENT FOR SEWER MITIGATION, TECHNICAL ENGINEERING COMMENTS ADDRESSED, APPLICABLE AGENCY APPROVALS, AND A BOND AND PUBLIC WORKS AGREEMENT FOR THE IMPROVEMENTS. Motion carried unanimously. 
RECOMMENDATION TO MAYOR AND COUNCIL: PC Member Reappointment
Chairperson Wright stated his term is up for renewal and he is interested in serving another 5-year term.

Motion by Vice-Chairperson Maricle, second by Member Ambrose to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL REAPPOINTMENT OF CARVEL WRIGHT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION FOR A 5-YEAR TERM. Motion carried unanimously. 
DISCUSSION

JOINT DISCUSSSION WITH THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL AND BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION

· CIP/APFO: The group discussed how the APFO is utilized in conjunction with the CIP plans, current fee-in-lieu mitigations, and upcoming CIP projects.
· WATER/SEWER PROJECTS: The group discussed Water Meter Replacement project and the I&I projects and how these will impact the utilities systems.
· UPCOMING PROJECTS: Town Manager Clark provided an update of upcoming development projects, including the bonding for Ostertag Pass, Sycamore Run Phase III, Battlefield estates, and future commercial development. 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES

None
CITIZEN’S COMMENTS
None
COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS

None 
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Manager
