Executive Summary: Core Enforcement Rules

For quick law enforcement reference, here is the baseline rule of thumb: Under
Maryland law, e-bikes and electric low-speed scooters are legally treated as bicycles.
[1, 2]

However, local authority dictates sidewalk and park access: [1]

« Roadways & Sidewalks: E-bikes and e-scooters are permitted on roads. In
Boonshoro, town ordinances strictly prehibit riding motorized devices on town
sidewalks or within the Downtown District.

« Shafer Park & Walking Paths: Under the official town guidelines, unauthorized
motor vehicles, scooters, and mopeds are strictly prohibited in Boonsboro
parks. Traditional "cycling” is limited to walkways and park roads. Consequently,
electric-assisted micromobility devices should be restricted from pedestrian
walking paths and park facilities unless explicitly authorized by the town. [1, 2, 3,
4, 5]

Part 1: Maryland State Law Framework
Maryland state law establishes definitions, equipment rules, and driver requirements for
micromobility.
Electric Bicycles (E-Bikes)
Per Maryland Transporiation Code § 11-117.1, an e-bike must have fully operational
pedals, a motor of 750 watts (1 horsepower) or less, and fit into one of three
classifications: [1, 2]
+ Class 1 (Pedal-Assist): Motor assists only when the rider pedals. It stops
assisting at 20 mph.
+ Class 2 (Throttle-Actuated): Motor can propel the bicycle without pedaling. It
stops assisting at 20 mph.
» Class 3 (Speed Pedal-Assist): Motor assists only when the rider pedals. It stops
assisting at 28 mph. [1, 2]
Age Limits; No one under 16 years old may operate a Class 3 e-bike (they may only ride
as a passenger). There is no state age minimum for Class 1 or Class 2 e-bikes. [1, 2]
Electric Low-Speed Scooters (E-Scooters)
Per Maryland Transportation Code § 11-117.2, an e-scooter is defined as a device
designed to transport only the operator, equipped with handlebars and a standing deck,
weighing under 100 pounds, and having a maximum motorized speed of 20 mph. [|
Documentation & Equipment Rules
» No License/Registration: E-bikes and e-scooters do not require a driver's license,
vehicle registration, or insurance,
« Earplugs: Operators are prohibited from wearing headsets or earplugs in both
ears.
« Equipment: Scooters and bikes must feature functional brakes and an audible
signal device (bell or horn) reaching 100 feet.




« Traffic Obedience: Per MD Transportation Code § 21-1202, riders have a
statutory duty to obey all traffic control devices, stop signs, and right-of-way
rules. [1, 2, 4, §]

Part 2: Town of Boonshoro Local Ordinances

Local jurisdictions are [egally authorized by the state to restrict where m{cromoblilty
may travel. Boonsboro imposes severe restrictions on sidewalks and commercial
zones, [, 2]

Sidewalk Restrictions

While state law generally permits riding on sidewalks unless restricted, Boonsboro Code
explicitly overrides this. Under Boonshoro Code § 272-15:[1, 2]

- [tis unlawful for any person to ride bicycles, electric bicycles, mopeds, motorized
minibikes, motorcycles, or scooters upon any sidewalk or pedestrian crosswalk
within town limits.

« Exception: Children under 12 riding non-electric and non-motorized bicycles are
exempt. [1]

Downtown District Bans

Per Boonsboro Ordinance No. 08-03 (Play Vehicles Ordinance), devices categorized as
"play vehicles" (which explicitly include motorized bicycles, motorized scooters,
mopeds, and skateboards) are prohibited from operating anywhere in the Downtown
District. [1]

« Exception: Bicycles, motorized bicycles, and mopeds are permitted exclusively on
the public streets within the Downtown District, but never on downtown
pedestrian spaces. [1]

Part 3: Park Restrictions (Shafer Park & Walking Paths)

Park environments are governed strictly by the town's park rules and safety guidelines.
BOONSBORO PARK ACCESSIBILITY

SHAFER PARK

Roadways & Parking Lots Walkways / Footpaths
Parmitted: Permitted:
*+ Standard Traffic * Foot Pedestrians
* Motor Vehicles » Standard Cycling*




PROHIBITED:

* E-Scoolers

+ Mcpeds

* Motored Vehicles

*Note: Standard cycling on walkways is prohibited during special town
events.

« The Scooter/Moped Ban: Rule #5 of the official Shafer Park Regulations dictates
that unauthorized motor vehicles, scooters, mopeds, etc. are prohibited within
park boundaries.

» Walkways vs. Roads: Rule #14 states that cycling and skateboarding are allowed
only on the walkways and park roads, and are completely prohibited during
special events.

» Enforcement Interpretation: Because the town explicitly bans scooters, mopeds,
and unauthorized motor vehicles from the park entirely, e-scooters and throttle-
driven (Class 2) e-bikes do not have lawful access to Shafer Park walking paths.
Class 1 pedal-assist e-bikes technically fall under "bicycles” statewide, but if they
are operated via throttle or behave like a motorized scooter, they violate the
intent of Park Rule #5. [1, 2, 3]

Part 4: Police Enforcement Guide & Officer Advice

Officers can use the following matrix to guide field stops and determine lawful vs.
unlawful behavior:

Device Type |, Lawful Locations Unlawful Locations Enforcement Action

Town sidewalks, Downtown

Class 1 & 2 E- Public roadways, District pedestrian zones,

Stop rider; advise to move to

Bikes designated bike lanes. Park paths. the roadway.

Class 3 E- Town sidewalks, Parks Verify operator age (Must be
Bikes (28 Puhlic roadways only. Shared trail ' ' 16

mph) ared trails, +).

Public roadways
(speed limits \(\le \) 50
mph).

Prohibited in
Parks/Sidewalks, |ssue
warning/citation.

E-Low Speed
Scooters

Town sidewalks, Shafer Park
paths, Downtown District.

Completely iflegal on
sidewalks, state roads, and
town parks.
Specific Enforcement Authorities & Penalties
1. Impoundment Power: Under Boonsboro Ordinance No. 08-03 Section 3.02, town
police officers have the explicit authority to impound any play vehicle (including
motorized scooters/bikes) found operating in violation of the Downtown District
restrictions.

Gas Scooters Registration required if
/ Dirt Bikes  over 50cc.

Seize/Impound vehicle; cite
driver.



2. Fines; Violations of the town's play vehicle ordinance are classified as a
misdemeanor, carrying a fine between $10.00 and $100.00, or up to 10 days in
jail,

3. Park Ban Authority: Under Shafer Park Regulations, any individual found
engaging in hazardous behavior or violating park safety ordinances can be
banned from the park facilities for an indefinite period by a police officer. [1, 2]

If you would like, | can draft a formal police department training memo summarizing
these exact code sections, or put together a public service announcement (PSA) format
to clarify sidewalk and park rules for town residents. Let me know how you want to
proceed.



ORDINANCE NO. 2008-03
AN ORDINANCE FOR THE PURPOSE OF REGULATING
THE USE OF SKATEBOARDS AND OTHER PLAY
VEHICLES IN CERTAIN AREAS OF THE TOWN.

WHEREAS, The Charter of the Town invests the Mayor and Council with authority to
regulate the use of sidewalks and vehicles not subject to the licensing powers of the State of
Maryland, to prevent nuisances, and to secure, protect and maintain the public safety; and

WHEREAS, in order to ensure the safety of pedestrians, to promote and encourage the
use of sidewalks and to promote tourism in the Downtown District, as hereinafter defined, Mayor
and Council have determined to establish reasonable regulation of skateboards and other play
vehicles, as hereinafter defined, within the Downtown District;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
BOONSBORCG AS FOLLOWS:

ARTICLE I: DEFINITIONS

1.00 Terms Defined. The following terms, when used in this Ordinance, shall have the
meanings indicated in this section,

(a) Downtown District: North and South Main Streets from an area known as the Square
at Potomac and St. Paul Street, through the 200 block of North and South Main Street, and unit
blocks of Potomac Street and St. Paul Street up to the 100 block,

(b) Play Vehicle: A skateboard, bicycle, motorized bicycle, unicycle, moped, roller
skates, roller blades, scooter, motorized scooter or other non-licensed device of kindred nature or
purpose used ot designed and intended to be used for recreational transportation, but not
including shoes with roller wheels, commonly known as "Heelys."

ARTICLE I: PROHIBITED ACTS

2.01 Violation. No person shall use or operate a play vehicle in the Downtown District,
except as permitted in subsection 2.02.

2.02 Exception. The use and operation of bicycles, motorized bicycles and mopeds are
permitted on public streets within the Downtown District.

ARTICLE III: PENALTIES

3.01 Misdemeanor. A person violating the provisions of Section 2.01 shall be deemed
guilty of a misdemeanor, and shall be subject to a fine in an amount not fess than Ten Dollars
($10.00) nor more than One Hundred ($100.00) Dollars, or imprisonment for not more than ten
(10) days, or by both fine and imprisonment, for each offense. Each violation of this Ordinance
shall constitute a separate offense,



3.02 Impoundment. Any law enforcement officer of the Town is authorized to impound a
play vehicle used or operated in violation of Section 2.01. An impounded play vehicle may be
recovered from the Town upon payment of an impoundment fee of twenty-five ($25.00) dollars.
In the event the impoundment results from a violation of Section 2.01 by a minor, the impounded
play vehicle may be recovered only by the parent or guardian of the minor, The Town shall make
reasonable efforts to notify the parent or guardian of a minor of the impoundment. Play vehicles
impounded but not recovered within thirty (30) days shall be deemed abandoned, and subject to
disposition by the Town, in its discretion, without liability to the owner or any person claiming
interest therein.

3.03 Restitution. Any person found to be in violation of this Ordinance shall be subject to
restitution in any criminal or juvenile proceeding brought for that purpose, or in a separate civil
proceeding, for property damage caused by the use of a play vehicle in violation of
this Ordinance, and in any such proceeding, the Court may award the victim or plaintiff
reasonable attorney's fees, court costs and litigation expenses.

ARTICLE 4: SEVERABILITY

4.01 Severability of Provisions. It is the intention of the Mayor and Council that each
provision of this Ordinance shall be deemed independent of all other provisions herein, and that,
in the event any provision of this Ordinance may be judicially determined to be unconstitutional,
invalid or unenforceable, such judicial determination shall not affect the other provisions of this
Ordinance, which shall remain effective,

AND BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED THAT:

This Ordinance shall become effective upon the expiration of twenty (20) days following
approval by the Mayor, or passage by the Council over the Mayor's veto,

ATTEST: THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL OF
BOONSBORO

By:
Barbara Rodenhiser, Clerk Charles F. Kauffman, Jr., Mayor




Howard W. Long, Assistant Mayor

Richard E. Hawkins, Sr., Councilmember

Kevin M. Chambers, Councilmember

Raymond D, Grove, Councilmember

Natalie J. Mose, Councilmember

Mervin F. Nuice, Councilmember

Introduced: May 5, 2008
Enacted: June 2, 2008
Effective: June 23, 2008



!Si‘nafer Memorial Park Regulations

WARNING IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT ALL POSTED RULES MUST BE OBEYED. ANY PERSON WHO VIOLATES ANY
OF THE FOLLOWING REGULATIONS SHALL BE SUBJECT TO PROSECUTION.
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No one shall write upon, cut, break, remove, mutilate, deface or in any way misuse or damage any
building, structure, fence, sign, equipment, tree, shrubbery or flowers.

Use of profanity, fighting or obscene conversation is strictly prohibited. Please be respectful.
No alcoholic beverages, wine or beer are permitted in the Park. -

Leashed dogs are permitted in the Park. Pet owners are responsible for proper disposal of pet waste.
Please use pet waste stations. o

No motor vehicles, golf carts or motorcycles are allowed on the grass or.o'n the walkways. Do not park
on the grass or drive to the Pavilions or Gazebo, Parking is allowed in designated areas ONLY.

Bounce-houses and other party inflatables are prohibited on Park grounds, as are pony rides except
during Town sponsored events in the Park. (Wagon Train and the Rescue Company Carnival)

Ball playing is allowed on the regulation softhall diamond and at the basketball courts.
Horseshoe pitching is permitted in designated areas only. |

The use of metal detectors is prohibited on Park property.

Food grilling and cooking fires are permitted in designated areas énly.

It will be the responsibility of all parties using the Pavilions and facilities to clean up these areas at the
conclusion of the activities. Please place trash and recycling in the proper receptacles.

All Park facilities close at dusk. No one is permitted in the Park after d‘ark,re‘xcept during Town
sponsored events. ‘

Please observe the traffic and parking signs in and around the Park.
Picnic tables are not to be moved from the Pavilions under any tircumstances.
Please stay out of the Park streams.

If an issue arises, please call the Public Works Supervisor, Greg Huntsherry, at 301-992-3714.

By authority,

Boonshoro Mayor and Council (*famended 1/1/2018)
Boonshoro Park Board



