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The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission (BMUC) held its regular meeting on Thursday, July 13, 2017 in the Charles F. “Skip” Kauffman Building’s Meeting Chambers.  In attendance were Chairperson Paul Loeber, Assistant Chairperson Todd Kennedy, Commission Members Ernie Harr, Ray Hoffman, Eric Kitchen, and Bobby Mose.  Also in attendance were Mayor and Council Liaison Terry Davis, Town Engineer Brian Hopkins Ph.D., Public Works Superintendent Greg Huntsberry, and Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker.  Chairperson Loeber called the meeting to order at 7:03 PM.  The start of this meeting immediately followed an Executive Session which began at 6:30 PM.

Meeting Motions:

The June 8th Executive Session Meeting Minutes were reviewed and Commission Member Hoffman motioned to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved.

The June 8th Regular Meeting Minutes were reviewed and Commission Member Hoffman motioned to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved.

June’s Treasurer’s Report was presented by Commission Member Kitchen.  Commission Member Kennedy motioned to approve the report as presented.  The motion was approved.

The June Bills to be Paid Report was presented by Commission Member Kitchen.  Commission Member Hoffman motioned to approve the payment of the bills.  The motion was approved.

Unfinished Business:

Well 8 Update

Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker and Town Engineer Brian Hopkins provided an update on the previously approved remove, replace/repair as most appropriate, reinstall, return to operation, and test project for the Well 8 piping extending from the pump to the 20-inch diameter pipe section.  The project was completed without incident and the testing confirmed the new piping system was functioning properly.  The project did not, after being completed, address the air in the water distribution system issue.  Further evaluation of the system’s piping and valves’ configurations are being conducted to assess if the problem is a configuration induced vortex issue.  The BMUC will be provided with an update at the next regular meeting.

BMUC Reserve Funds Policy

The draft policy had been revised since the last meeting to address all comments and suggested revisions by the BMUC Members.  The revision was reviewed and it was noted that the Investing/Reinvesting into a reserve account section needed to be revised to add text that in addition to investment activities being approved by the BMUC they also needed to be approved by the Mayor and Council to be compliant with the recent audit results.  Commission Member Hoffman made a motion to approve the policy with the addition of the Mayor and Council approval text.  The motion passed. 

New Business:

Request for Water Service – Ford Property

Dale and Donna Ford provided information (attached) and made a presentation relative to requesting the BMUC evaluate and act on a request for three (3) taps into the Boonsboro water distribution system.  Chairman Loeber indicated that the BMUC would listen to and review all information provided and ask questions during the meeting but, would not provide a decision until everyone had the opportunity to thoroughly review and assess that information, as well as, discuss, as needed, with legal counsel the specifics of the request.  The timing of that decision would be provided once the BMUC had completed its due diligence review and assessment.

Key points:

1. The property is outside of the Town of Boonsboro boundaries.
2. The property is not in a designated growth area.
3. The tap request is for residences that do not exist and may never exist.
4. The current property is served by and existing working well.
5. Installation of a new well cannot be permitted under the existing groundwater situation in the area.

The BMUC discussion included a question as to if this issue needed to be brought up to the Boonsboro Keedysville water Advisory Board.  It was decided that due diligence assessment dictates that it should.

MEA Grant – Approval to issue a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Variable Frequency Drive (VFD) Controllers

The draft RFP was reviewed and Commission Member Kitchen made a motion to approve the issuance of the RFP.  The motion passed.

Discussion:

Boonsboro High School (BHS) Irrigation

The BHS Irrigation specifics and particulars were discussed and no further actions or follow-up were discussed or assigned.

Safety Courses

The continued need for safety courses discussion was led by Utilities Superintendent, Pete Shumaker.  The discussion resulted in a motion by Commission Member Harr that a Draft Safety Plan be prepared and introduced for review and discussion at the next regular BMUC meeting.  The motion passed and Commission Members Harr and Kennedy volunteered to coordinate the preparation of the Draft version initially using internal information and resources.  

Reports:

The following reports were made and no motions were made as a result of those reports.

Engineering Report – Brian Hopkins, PhD. Town Engineer – In addition to the Well 8 status and the RFP for the VFD Controllers discussions, the recent discussions of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) with the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) staff was summarized.  Additional updates will be provided as new information on all of these topics develops.

Utilities Report – Pete Shumaker, Utilities Superintendent – In addition to the Well 8 status and the safety training needs discussions, the status of other operations were characterized as no issues and/or items to report.  Additional updates will be provided as new information on the Well 8 and safety training topics develop.

Public Works Report – Greg Huntsberry, Public Works Superintendent discussed the leak detection activities completed and being planned for the coming month. 
	
Mayor and Council Report – Mayor and Council Liaison, Terry Davis, provided a brief summary of Mayor and Council activities since the last BMUC meeting.

Adjourn:

A motion to adjourn was made by Commission Member Kitchen.  The Motion was approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ernie Harr
Secretary
