
BOONSBORO MUNICIPAL UTILITIES COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
August 10, 2017

The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission (BMUC) held its regular meeting on Thursday, August 10, 2017 in the Charles F. “Skip” Kauffman Building’s Meeting Chambers.  In attendance were Chairperson Paul Loeber, Assistant Chairperson Todd Kennedy, Commission Members Ray Hoffman, Eric Kitchen, and Bobby Mose.  Also in attendance were Town Manager Megan Clark, Town Engineer Brian Hopkins, Town Attorney William Wantz, Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker and Public Works Superintendent Greg Huntsberry.  Chairperson Loeber called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  

Joint Discussion with the Council and Planning Commission:
In attendance from the Council: Mayor Long, Assistant Mayor Kauffman, Council Members Solberg, Schmidt, Kerns, and Byrd
In attendance from the Planning Commission: Commission Chair Wright, Vice Chair Maricle, and Members Ambrose, Parmelee, and Moore.

Town Manager Clark presented updates on three developments:
King Road- Sycamore Run is working on completion of Phase 3 consisting of approximately 50 lots. 
Easterday – Has constructed utilities and will need to complete upgrades to sewer pump station before development can be completed.
Battlefield Estates – moving forward with approved plans of 48-single story age restricted townhomes

Meeting Motions:

The July 13th Regular Meeting Minutes were reviewed and Commission Member Mose motioned to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved.

The July 13th Executive Meeting Minutes were reviewed and Commission Member Hoffman motioned to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved.

July’s Treasurer’s Report was presented by Commission Member Kitchen.  Commission Member Mose motioned to approve the report as presented.  The motion was approved.

The July Bills to be Paid Report was presented by Commission Member Kitchen.  Commission Member Kennedy motioned to approve the payment of the bills.  The motion was approved.

Unfinished Business:

Request for Water Service – Ford Property

Dale Ford presented his request for three residential water taps to his property. He stated he has communicated with several agencies, including Maryland Department of Planning and Maryland Department of the Environment about the possibility of tying into town water. 

Chairman Loeber stating that after discussing the legalities of the request, no new development can be permitted on the restricted water line that extends near the Ford property. In addition, should the restriction be lifted, a request should be made to annex into town in order to obtain public water. 

The Commission and Council discussed the availability of private wells in the area, the process of annexation and amendments required to the water/sewer plan and the comprehensive plan, and working with Maryland Department of the Environment on the restricted access. 

Motion by Member Hoffman, second by Member Mose to deny the request for water usage for the following reasons 
1.	US Alternate 40 Waterline is a restricted access waterline that serves existing lots. The restricted access would need to be lifted and the line designated as “open” before any connections serving new development would be allowed.
2.	In accordance with the Boonsboro Comprehensive Plan; the property will need to be annexed prior to being served with public water. 
3.	Amendments to the County Water and Sewerage Plan and the Comprehensive Plan are necessary in order to support an annexation request as the subject property is outside of the growth boundary.

Motion carried unanimously. 

Well 8 Update

Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker provided an update on the evaluation of the air that is being introduced into the Town of Boonsboro water distribution system lines associated with the operation of Well 8 and stated the problem has been resolved.  He stated when staff went to install a tap to isolate a valve, they discovered and undocumented tap into the line that had worn through, thus causing air to get into the line. The tap has since been repaired and there has not been any further evidence of air with the well running normal production.

New Business:

Mountain Laurel Road – Request for Water Service

Town Manager Clark presented a request for water service from 7410 Mountain Laurel Road. She stated the property is outside of the Town limits, is within the growth boundary and is one of three undeveloped lots of record that abut the water line along Mountain Laurel Road. 

Motion by Member Hoffman, second by Member Mose to allow the property to connect to public water, provided the connection is made within six months. Motion carried unanimously. 
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Wastewater Treatment Plant Debt – Review of Refinance

Town Manager Clark reviewed that the refinance of the USDA debt had been refinanced into a bond with CDA, saving the Town approximately $15,000 a year. The new payment schedule requires an interest payment in October and a principal and interest payment in April of each year through 2047.

Rate Change 

Town Manager Clark stated the Mayor and Council approved the water and sewer rates as recommended by the BMUC and the rates became effective August 7, 2017. As the Bills that will go out October 1 for water used from July through the end of September, the rates would either need to be prorated or not charged until the following quarter. The new billing system is able to prorate the bills with the month of July being charged the old rate, and the remainder of the quarter being charged the new rate. 

Motion by Member Kitchen, second by Member Hoffman to not charge the new rate until the January Billing for usage from October through December for simplicity. Motion carried, with Member Mose opposing. 

Reports:

The following reports were made and no motions were made as a result of those reports.

Mayor and Council Report – Member Kitchen stated he attended the meeting as citizen and during the meeting was asked if the sewer fund could pay another payment towards the wastewater treatment plant debt. He stated he would bring options back to the Commission for their review as expenses would have to be reduced to cover an additional $80,000.00. 

Engineering Report – Brian Hopkins, PhD. Town Engineer – Stated he and Town Manager Clark met with a consultant that would write a grant for stream restoration along MD Route 34; he is working on the punchlist of items at Sycamore Run; and preparing for the Sewer Interceptor grant project.

Utilities Report – Pete Shumaker, Utilities Superintendent – Stated all operations are now running smoothly with Well 8 repaired. 

Public Works Report – Greg Huntsberry, Public Works Superintendent – Stated he hopes to have the leak detection for Boonsboro completed in September and noted they had been repairing items as they go along through the leak detection. 
	

Adjourn:

A motion to adjourn was made by Commission Member Kitchen.  The Motion was approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Megan Clark
Town Manager
