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The Boonsboro Municipal Utilities Commission (BMUC) held its regular meeting on Thursday, April 13, 2017 in the Charles F. “Skip” Kauffman Building’s Meeting Chambers.  In attendance were Chairperson Paul Loeber, Assistant Chairperson Todd Kennedy, Commission Members Ernie Harr, Ray Hoffman, Eric Kitchen, and Bobby Mose.  Also in attendance were Mayor and Council Liaison Terry Davis, Town Engineer Brian Hopkins, and Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker.  Chairperson Loeber called the meeting to order at 7:00 PM.

Meeting Motions:

The March 9th Regular Meeting Minutes were reviewed and Commission Member Hoffman motioned to approve the minutes as presented.  The motion was approved.

The March 27th Special Meeting Minutes were reviewed and two minor - one a clarification that the tap fee was at the full charge and the other was a spelling error – were identified as revisions.  Commission Member Hoffman motioned to approve the minutes as revised.  The motion was approved.

March’s Treasurer’s Report was presented by Commission Member Kitchen.  Commission Member Hoffman motioned to approve the report as presented.  The motion was approved.

The Bills to be Paid Report was presented by Commission Member Kitchen.  Commission Member Harr motioned to approve the payment of the bills.  The motion was approved.

Public Comments:

Ms. Giovanna Melendez, 8 Zachary Court, Boonsboro, MD 21713 provided comments that despite her fairly constant use readings her utilities bill has been increasing.  She also expressed that she has lived and owns rental properties in several other communities, including in Baltimore County, and believes that the Town of Boonsboro rates are higher than anywhere else she has lived or rents property.  Commission Chairperson Loeber thanked her for her comments and informed her that rates have not changed since last year and provided some information on water use conservation and leak detection actions she could consider investigating.

Unfinished Business:

Safety Equipment

Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker provided an update on the purchases and installations associated with the previously BMUC approved safety equipment expenditures actions.

Well 8 Evaluation

Utilities Superintendent Pete Shumaker provided an update on the evaluation of the root cause(s) of the introduction of air into the Town of Boonsboro water distribution system lines associated with the operation of Well 8.  Plans include the use of an in-line camera to view what happens in the Well 8 supply line when the well is operational.  The results will be provided at the next regular BMUC meeting.

Route 34 Stream Bank Restoration

Town Engineer Brian Hopkins, PhD. provided a status of the restoration options and the associated regulatory and permitting requirements and considerations relative to stabilizing the subject bank to prevent a failure that could impact either the power supply to or the actual pump station from the continue erosion of the bank.  The bank continues to erode towards the power pole and pump station and is within a few feet of causing an impact to one or both components.

New Business:

South County Services – Request for Partnership

A request to share the cost of design and construction and the use of a new building with the BMUC was presented.  The need for the space was potentially eminent and critical for the presenter.  Additionally, it was determined that there were no near-term plans for a BMUC facility.  Commission Chairperson Lober recommended consideration that the request be presented to the Mayor and Council for exploring any potential for a partnership.

Battlefield Estate – Consideration of Allocation

Town Engineer Brian Hopkins PhD. presented a basis for consideration of discounted charges for water and waste water system tie in and use allocations relative to a potential development scenario model for the subject land parcel.  The basis for the discounts and the implications of and criteria for providing discounts to a developer were discussed.  A motion was made to table the topic for future evaluation and discussion at a date to be determined later was made by Commission Member Kennedy.  The motion was passed.

FY18 Draft Budget

Commission Chairperson Paul Loeber provided a full dry run of the FY18 Draft Budget Presentation and talking points to the Commission Members.  The Presentation content was discussed in detail and as a result of those discussions several revisions were made to clarify the Presentation content.  A motion was made by Commission Member Kennedy to present the BMUC budget request to the Mayor and Council Members at the their next Working Meeting.  The motion was approved.

Reports:

The following reports were made and no motions were made as a result of those reports.

Engineering Report – Brian Hopkins, PhD. Town Engineer – Topics discussed included the continued evaluation of the upcoming implementation aspects of the National Pollutant Elimination Discharge System (NPDES) and Floodplain regulations that are applicable to the Town of Boonsboro and enforcement will be effective in the near future.

Utilities Report – Pete Shumaker, Utilities Superintendent – The main topic of discussion was the operational failure of the Waste Water Treatment Plant’s dual decanters and the impact on the plant’s operation until the failure was resolved.  There were no releases or violation and the root cause was associated with adjustment bolts coming loose and preventing proper operation.  Once the bolts were replaced and adjusted operation and control returned to normal.  This was determined NOT to have been preventable with the modification of any of the ongoing preventive maintenance practices.

Public Works Report – Greg Huntsberry, Public Works Superintendent – Requested that Pete Shumaker, Utilities Superintendent convey that in addition to the normal work items, the Public Works staff were spending considerable resources getting Shafer Park ready for the Seasonal use.

Mayor and Council Report – Terry Davis, Mayor and Council Liaison provided a summary of Mayor and Council activities since the last BMUC meeting.

Adjourn:

A motion to adjourn was made by Commission Member Kennedy.  The Motion was approved.

Respectfully Submitted,

Ernie Harr
Secretary
