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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26, 2012
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman W. Carvel Wright, David Parmelee, Steve Jamison, Secretary Kim Koerting, and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long, Absent: Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, David Ambrose, and Dan Ebersole
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
Guest: Jill Baker, Washington County Planning
PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman W. Carvel Wright declared the meeting minutes of the August 28, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission approved as submitted.
NEW BUSINESS/DISCUSSION
SB236 IMPLEMENTATION
Town Planner Clark stated the Planning Commission had discussed the requirements to adopt growth tiers, as mandated by Senate Bill 236; however wanted more information from the County prior to making a recommendation. Town Planner Clark stated the State had recommended for the Town to be a Tier I based upon the availability of public sewer, although the Commission had questioned whether Tier II would be appropriate for areas currently not serviced by sewer.

Jill Baker, Washington County Planner, stated the County had received the same recommendation from the State. She stated areas within municipal boundaries that have public sewer or would be served by public sewer were to be designated as Tier I and areas outside municipal boundaries, but are within a growth area, are to be designated as Tier II. Ms. Baker presented a map of the Town and adjacent properties that had Tier I, Tier II, and Tier III area designations. She stated she has been working with the municipalities within the County on identifying the growth boundaries and the County has offered to map the designations, also a requirement of the Senate Bill. 
The Commission discussed the various designations and implementation process of Senate Bill 236 and agreed Tier I would be an appropriate designation for the Town’s municipal boundaries. 
Secretary Koerting made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL ADOPTION OF THE TIER I GROWTH TIER FOR THE MUNICIPAL BOUNDARY OF THE TOWN. Chairman Wright seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
WARRIOR BOULEVARD PHASING

Town Planner Clark stated the Council had requested for the Planning Commission to review the phasing schedule presented in a letter from TT&K dated September 10, 2012. She stated she realizes the Commission has made several recommendations regarding Warrior Boulevard and while TT&K’s proposal may not be the best proposal, she encouraged the Commission to try and think “outside of the box”. She stated she had asked Commission Member Koerting to provide a cost estimate of the road construction in various phasing schedules and would be presenting this at next month’s meeting. 

The Commission discussed the proposed phasing schedule and agreed a bond or letter of credit would need to be provided to ensure the road would be completed. The Commission felt they had come up with the best possible compromise, while keeping the intent of a through road to be built, at their June meeting. 

Commission Member Parmelee made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL WARRIOR BOULEVARD IS CONSTRUCTED WITHIN TWO PHASES; THE FIRST PHASE OF THE ROAD CONSTRUCTED TO THE MODIFIED STANDARD APPROVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION ON MAY 25, 2010, FROM ROUTE 68 TO ITS INTERSECTION WITH PROPOSED WAYNE RIDENOUR DRIVE, IS TO BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 57TH LOT; THE SECOND PHASE OF THE ROAD, CONSTRUCTED TO THE MODIFIED STANDARD APPROVED BY THE PLANNING COMMISSION ON MAY 25, 2010, FROM ITS TERMINUS IN PHASE I TO ROUTE 34 IS TO BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO THE CONSTRUCTION OF THE 170TH LOT OR 5 YEARS, WHICHEVER IS SOONER, WITH THE 5 YEAR DATE STARTING FROM THE DATE OF SITE DEVELOPMENT/GRADING PERMIT APPROVAL, AND A BOND/LETTER OF CREDIT SUBMITTED WITH THE FIRST PHASE THAT INCLUDES THE CONSTRUCTION OF WARRIOR BOULEVARD FOR BOTH PHASES (FROM ROUTE 68 TO ROUTE 34) AS A FOUR LANE ROAD, AS PREVIOUSLY RECOMMENDED AT THE JUNE 13, 2012 MEETING. Secretary Koerting seconded the motion The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.
HOME OCCUPATIONS/ZONING PERMITS
Town Planner Clark stated that she had been approached by someone wanting to obtain their trader’s license to sell T-shirts at various shows. Town Planner Clark stated that since they had a residential property, and the Ordinance requires special exception approval for home occupations, she could not currently approve Zoning Permits for those that want to operate a business outside of their home. Town Planner Clark presented the Planning Commission with various definitions of home occupations and processes that other jurisdictions have. She asked the Commission whether they would be willing to consider an amendment to make the process a little easier for those wishing to obtain a trader’s license. The Commission agreed to the concept and Town Planner Clark stated she would have an amendment prepared for the next meeting.
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Planner Clark reminded the Commission of the Public Hearing scheduled on October 1st at 6:45 PM for the Zoning Text Amendment to amend NC Zoning Uses and include Amateur Radio Facilities. 
CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 8:09 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
