
Planning Commission Minutes

09/24/13
Page 2 of 2

Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 24, 2013
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, Secretary Kim Koerting, David Parmelee, Steve Jamison, David Ambrose, Dan Ebersole and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman W. Carvel Wright declared the meeting minutes of the August 27, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission approved as submitted.
NEW BUSINESS
RECOMMENDATION TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL: Request for Bond Reduction & One-Year Maintenance Agreement- Ringley Drive
Town Planner Clark stated she had received a request to from the developers of Ringley Drive to reduce the bond by 95%, submittal of as-built drawings in accordance with the waiver approved by the Planning Commission in August of 2012, and to enter into a one-year maintenance agreement, since the development of Ringley Drive had been completed. Town Planner Clark stated a field inspection and review of the as-built drawings had been completed by Triad Engineering. Triad has recommended approval of the as-builts and bond reduction.
The Commission discussed the request and noted the water and sewer lines should be tv’d and flushed, tested, and the hydrants flushed prior to final release of the remaining bond. 

Motion by Chairman Wright, seconded by Vice-Chairman Maricle TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO REDUCE THE BOND FOR RINGLEY DRIVE BY 95% FOR A REMAINING AMOUNT OF $13,478.00 AND TO ENTER INTO A ONE-YEAR MAINTENANCE AGREEMENT. Motion passed unanimously. 
DISCUSSION

FUTURE DEVELOPMENT & TAPPING FEE ANALYSIS
The Planning Commission discussed a recent analysis of the tapping fees and future development. The Commission agreed to send a letter to the Council stating the following concerns and recommendations:

-The Town of Boonsboro is poised to grow and supports development in accordance with the Comprehensive Plan. Increasing the tap fees, which are already considerably high, could discourage or even halt future development within the Town.

-Entering into future agreements with developers hinders the planning process as well as ties up future development. The Commission feels strongly that the Town has satisfactory standards in place that should be applied consistently to all development. Agreements that the Town has previously entered into have hindered the development review process as well as tied allocations for future development up indefinitely
-Offer more taps to developers that have adhered to the existing agreements and a financing program (i.e. can be paid over a period of time)


-Require new developments to pay upfront for sewer upon preliminary plan approval

-Establish a committee of various citizens to formulate a plan to cover the costs of the wastewater treatment process without hindering the development process

PLANNING & ZONING UPDATES

Town Planner Clark stated the Commission would be reviewing a request for rezoning and concept plan next month for senior housing. She also stated King Road would be applying for a grading permit shortly and hoped to begin construction on infrastructure within the next month.

CITIZEN COMMENT
NONE
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT
NONE
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 8:10 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
