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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
TUESDAY, July 23, 2013
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Secretary Kim Koerting, Steve Jamison, David Parmelee, and  Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long
Absent: Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, David Ambrose, and Dan Ebersole
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
Guests: Robert Kells

PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman W. Carvel Wright declared the meeting minutes of the May 28, 2013 Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission approved as submitted.
NEW BUSINESS
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: 

BZA13-08 REQUEST FOR SPECIAL EXCEPTION
Town Planner Clark stated she had received a request to establish an in-home occupation to conduct music lessons. She is requesting a recommendation from the Commission to forward to the Board of Zoning Appeals.

Motion by Member Jamison, seconded by Secretary Koerting, TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPROVAL OF THE SPECIAL EXCEPTION FOR AN IN HOME OCCUPATION. Motion passed unanimously. 
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: 

BZA13-09 REQUEST FOR VARIANCE

Town Planner Clark presented an application for variance to vary the minimum lot width and size of a proposed new lot that would be created to front Center Street. She stated the applicant, Mr. Kells, would like to subdivide his existing lot at 243 North Main Street into two lots, one for the existing duplex and one new single family lot fronting along Center Street. Town Planner Clark stated, while there is a duplex on the existing lot, the duplex would remain on one lot as a rental property, therefore she felt the lot itself should be considered a single family lot. She stated, should the variances be approved, the applicant would then need to come back to the Planning Commission for approval of a minor subdivision.
The Commission agreed to consider the duplex as a single family lot. Member Parmelee asked Mr. Kells why the proposed new lot could not meet the minimum size of 10,000 square feet. Mr. Kells stated there is a garage on the property that he would like to keep with the duplex; however once a survey is completed, the line may be adjusted to create a larger lot. Member Parmelee asked if there are other single family homes fronting Center Street. Mr. Kells stated there are several homes along Center Street near his property. 
Chairman Wright stated in the past several years, the Commission has approved other requests to subdivide lots on Main Street to create new lots along Center Street.

Motion by Member Parmelee, seconded by Member Jamison TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS APPROVAL OF THE VARIANCES TO REDUCE THE MINIMUM LOT WIDTH AND MINIMUM LOT SIZE FOR A NEW LOT. Motion passed unanimously. 

DISCUSSION

US ALTERNATE 40- SCENIC BYWAY
Town Planner Clark presented a draft letter to the Maryland State Highway Administer requesting for the administration to adhere to the policies and principles of the Scenic Byway program for developments along US Alternate 40. Town Planner Clark stated after speaking with Delegate Parrott and engineers, the departments within the state highway administration do not always agree to what should be implemented along Alternate 40. She is requesting a recommendation from the Planning Commission to the Council to send the proposed letter to clarify that the Town would like the policies of the Scenic Byway program to override other conflicting policies within the State Highway Administration. 
Motion by Chairman Wright, seconded by Member Parmeleee TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL TO FORWARD A LETTER TO THE STATE HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION IN SUPPORT OF SCENIC BYWAY POLICIES. Motion passed unanimously. 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
The Planning Commission discussed the statuses of the TT&K development and Sycamore Run. Town Planner Clark also reminded the Commission of a public hearing set for August 19th on the Urban Growth Boundary for the Town proposed by Washington County. 
CITIZEN COMMENT
NONE
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT
NONE
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 7:40 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator

