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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
TUESDAY, JUNE 28, 2011
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, Steve Jamison, David Ambrose, David Parmelee, Dan Ebersole, and Secretary Kim Koerting

Absent:
Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
Guests: Mike Wiley, Piedmont Design and Noah Mehrkam representing King Road Associates

PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman W. Carvel Wright declared the meeting minutes of the April 26, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission approved as submitted.
NEW BUSINESS
PRELIMINARY/FINAL PLAN APPROVAL: King Road Associates, Phase I
Mike Wiley with Piedmont Design, representing King Road Associates, presented the final plan of King Road, Phase I development for approval. He stated the plan has been submitted a third time to all applicable agencies and comments should be addressed, with approval from the applicable agencies occurring within the month with the exception of the State Highway Administration. The applicant is requesting approval of the plans contingent upon all agency comments being addressed. 
Town Planner Clark stated minor comments were left to address with the exception of the State Highway Administration and the phasing plan for the development may have to be revised based upon improvement requirements from the State. Noah Mehrkam of King Road Associates said the state would allow development of 12 lots prior to the completion of the required Alternate 40/Monument Drive intersection improvements and he would like the ability to potentially develop both ends of the development. 

Town Planner Clark stated Monument Drive has adequate capacity to support the additional traffic; however the Planning Commission had requested sidewalks to be built on the northwest side of the road once the development connected with existing Monument Drive. Town Planner Clark also summarized recommendations regarding the Adequate Public Facilities Ordinance, including a statement within the Public Works Agreement for the repair and maintenance of Monument Drive due to its structural integrity. 

The Planning Commission discussed the phasing possibilities and agreed phasing could be changed provided an updated phasing plan would be submitted. 

Vice-Chairman Maricle made a MOTION TO APPROVE THE PRELIMINARY/FINAL PLAN OF THE KING ROAD PHASE I DEVELOPMENT CONTINGENT UPON ALL APPLICABLE AGENCY APPROVALS; A STATEMENT WITHIN THE PUBLIC WORKS AGREEMENT FOR THE MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR OF EXISTING MONUMENT DRIVE; AND A REVISED PHASING PLAN. Secretary Koerting seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

ORDINANCE 2011-02 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT FOR DOMESTICATED CHICKENS
Town Planner Clark presented proposed Ordinance 2011-02 which proposes a zoning text amendment and regulations to permit domesticated chickens within several zoning districts. She stated the Ordinance provides for up to three chickens per lot in the Rural Residential; Suburban Residential; and Town Residential Zoning districts. The Ordinance would require a yearly permit to enforce the provisions within the amendment. The provisions include the requirement for enclosures to keep the hens, the locations of the enclosures to be at least twenty feet from the property lines; lighting; prohibition of slaughtering; registration with the Maryland Department of Agriculture; odor and noise impacts; and so on. She suggested the Commission remove the provision regarding the fee amounts as this could be provided in the fee schedule. The Commission agreed.
Secretary Koerting stated he agreed chickens should be allowed within Town limits as they are not a nuisance animal as most would tend to think chickens are and this Ordinance would support the urban agriculture concept.
Vice-Chairman Maricle stated he felt that chickens would be a nuisance to regulate and cause many citizen complaints and felt they may not be appropriate for the smaller lots within Town. Member Parmelee agreed.

Secretary Koerting made a motion to RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE 2011-02 ZONING TEXT AMENDMENT TO ALLOW FOR DOMESTICATED CHICKENS TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL. Member Ambrose seconded the motion. Members Koerting, Ambrose, Ebersole, and Wright voted “AYE” and Members Maricle, Parmelee, and Jamison voted “NAY”. THE MOTION PASSED. 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Planner Clark mentioned a potential map amendment application being submitted for the south end of Town. The Commission discussed the possible zoning designations and would review the application upon its submittal. Town Planner Clark also discussed a zoning text amendment for the removal of the GC reverting clause in conjunction with the TT&K Annexation Agreement and would bring the amendment to the Planning Commission next month.  
CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
