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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission 
TUESDAY, MAY 27, 2014
PRESENT: 
Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Secretary Kim Koerting,, Steve Jamison, David Parmelee, Curt Conway, David Ambrose and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long

Absent: Vice-Chairman Robert Maricle Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Manager
Guest: Jessica Renner
PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Chairman Wright declared the Regular meeting minutes of the April 22, 2014 meeting approved as submitted. 
NEW BUSINESS

REVISIT ORDINANCE 2011-02: Amendment to the Zoning Ordinance for Domestic Chickens
Town Manager Clark stated she had received a request to revisit the proposed amendment to the Zoning Ordinance to allow for three domestic chickens on residential properties and introduced Mrs. Jessica Renner. 
Mrs. Renner stated she understands the Ordinance was denied by the Mayor and Council previously because there was more opposition to the amendment than those for domesticated chickens at the public hearing. She stated she has been distributing a petition to pass the Ordinance and has received a positive response. 

Member Parmelee stated it was the Commission’s responsibility to ensure there would not a nuisance caused by noise or odor. Mrs. Renner stated the proposed Ordinance is well written and covers all aspects of keeping domesticated chickens. Chickens are more like pets than agricultural animals as they are very friendly. They also do not make as much noise as a barking dog; do not produce as much waste as a dog; and do not have an odor. 

Chairman Wright stated he had chickens growing up and agreed they were more like a pet rather than nuisance. The Commission discussed the Ordinance and similarities and differences between other pets and chickens.

The Commission discussed the size of the structure and agreed the Ordinance should be amended to include 32 square feet total for the henhouse and enclosure.  
Motion by Chairman Wright, second by Member Parmelee to RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL APPROVAL OF THE DOMESTICATED CHICKEN ORDINANCE WITH THE STRUCTURE AMENDMENT. Motion carried unanimously.
SITE PLAN REVIEW: Shafer Park Parking Lot

Town Manager Clark stated the Town has received a grant to construct a parking lot at the entrance to Shafer Park along Potomac Street. She stated Triad has designed the parking lot, meeting the Subdivision and Zoning Regulations; and the Council has requested for the parking lot to have pervious pavement. She stated the plan will be forwarded to Washington County for stormwater management review and the Soil Conservation District. Town Engineer Dr. Brian Hopkins has also reviewed the plans and had minor comments. 

Motion by Secretary Koerting, second by Member Parmelee to APPROVE THE SHAFER PARK PARKING LOT SITE PLAN CONTINGENT UPON ALL COMMENTS BEING ADDRESSED. Motion carried unanimously. 

PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Manager Clark stated the Commission will soon be hearing applications for rezoning on the North end of Town and the proposed High’s Convenience Store on the Easterday property. She stated she is still waiting on the pump station analysis for the Easterday property and plans are currently being reviewed by State Highway for the proposed roundabout. 
Chairman Wright stated he thought it is important to communicate with all Boards and is recommending the Environmental Commission is invited to attend the next Planning Commission meeting. The Commission agreed since there may be overlapping items each board may be concentrating on.

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS

None

COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENTS

None 
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 7:57 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Manager
