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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 27, 2012
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, Secretary Kim Koerting, Dan Ebersole David Parmelee, David Ambrose and Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long

 Absent: Steve Jamison
Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
Guest: Ed Schreiber, Frederick, Seibert, & Associates
PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman W. Carvel Wright declared the meeting minutes of the October 23, 2012 Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission approved as submitted.
NEW BUSINESS
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS: BZA12-12, Request for Variance

Town Planner Clark presented a Request for Variance of the minimum area for a home occupation sign. She stated the applicant would like to vary the area from two (2) square feet to six (6) square feet for a sign advertising a home occupation previously approved by special exception for auto-detailing. 


The Commission discussed the request and the intent of Zoning Ordinance to limit sign sizes in residential areas. The Commission also discussed concerns of the intent of business, recalling the applicant had stated on the original request that the business would be by appointment only. 

Member Parmelee made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS DENIAL OF THE VARIANCE REQUEST SINCE THE SIGN WOULD BE OUT OF CHARACTER IN A RESIDENTIAL NEIGHBORHOOD. Member Ambrose seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
DISCUSSION

PLANMARYLAND: PLACE IDENTIFICATION
Town Planner Clark stated the Planning Commission had previously discussed PlanMaryland and the three different land use categories the Plan identified: GrowthPrint; GreenPrint; and AgPrint. She stated within the three categories, there were sub-categories the Plan recognized and recommended for identification. Town Planner Clark stated by identifying the types of categories within the Town, the Town would be open to obtaining different types of funding and other resources from the State, as well as having more of an input in the process rather than the State pursuing the identification for the Town. 

The Commission agreed the Town should be proactive in the process and discussed the different type of sub-categories. The Commission agreed the previously annexed acres should be categorized as “Targeted Growth and Revitalization Areas” and the existing Town areas should be categorized as “Established Community Areas in Priority Funding Areas” and “Historic and Cultural Resource Areas”. Town Planner Clark stated she would proceed to discuss these categories with the State and initiate the application process. 
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Planner Clark stated the Minor Subdivision plan of 315 North Main Street had met all its contingencies, and therefore would be granted final approval. She also stated she had been asked to serve as the staff member on the newly formed Environmental Commission and briefed the Commission on the types of topics the Environmental Commission would be covering. 
CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned at 7:50 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
