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Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street
Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141

 Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Commission
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 25, 2011
PRESENT: 
Commission Members: Chairman W. Carvel Wright, Vice-Chairman Rob Maricle, Steve Jamison, David Ambrose, David Parmelee, Secretary Kim Koerting, and Dan Ebersole
Absent: Mayor and Council Liaison Howard Long

Staff Member: Megan Clark, Town Planner 
PRESIDING:      Chairman W. Carvel Wright called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Chairman W. Carvel Wright declared the meeting minutes of the August 23, 2011 Regular Meeting of the Planning Commission approved as submitted.
NEW BUSINESS
RECOMMENDATION TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS:

Request for Special Exception for Indoor Recreation Facility: 69 South Main Street (BZA11-08)

Town Planner Clark stated she had received a request for special exception to establish an indoor recreation facility at 69 South Main Street. The applicant is proposing to open a game room for video games only in the upper level of the new “Hodgepodge Consignment Shop” at 69 South Main Street.
Member Parmelee asked whether the game room had its own entrance. Town Planner Clark stated it would not. Member Parmelee asked what the hours of the game room would be since customers would have to access through the consignment shop. Town Planner Clark did not know what the hours would be; however stated the Planning Commission could recommend to the Board of Zoning Appeals the suggested hours of operation.
Vice-Chairman Maricle asked how many employees or people would be supervising those in the game room and would there be a limit to how many people are permitted to be within the game room. Town Planner Clark stated she did not have any information on how many employees would be present, and the Fire Marshal would have to determine the occupancy limit. 

Chairman Wright stated the Planning Commission can make an advisory recommendation to the Board of Zoning Appeals whether to recommend approval, approval with conditions, denial, or no recommendation on the special exception application. He further stated should the Board of Appeals approve the request, the zoning permit could be issued; however County approval would be required as well with regards to the Fire Marshal’s review of the use.
Secretary Koerting stated he felt the intent of the use was good; however questioned the area for which the use was proposed as well as the lack of information on the proposed business. The Commission agreed. 

Vice-Chairman Maricle made a MOTION TO RECOMMED TO THE BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS DENIAL OF THE SPECIAL EXCEPTION BASED UPON THE USE NOT ENHANCING THE NEIGHBORHOOD. Member Ebersole seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 

PETITION FOR ANNEXATION: McKinney Property
Town Planner Clark stated she had received a petition for annexation for 14.97 acres on the north end of Town, from Mr. Walter McKinney. She stated the first step in the annexation process is to introduce a resolution of the annexation, which the Mayor and Council had done at the October meeting. Maryland law, revised since the 2006 annexations, requires an annexation plan which details the availability of public facilities, and consistency with the Municipal Growth element within the Comprehensive Plan to be considered with annexation requests. 
Town Planner Clark stated the applicant would like to continue to use the property for a nursing home and has a potential buyer of the property whom would eventually like to expand the nursing home to a larger facility. She stated the applicant has provided an annexation plan which states public facilities are available to the property and this property was originally included in the 1997 Comprehensive Plan Growth Boundary. Town Planner Clark stated the 2009 Comprehensive Plan does not establish a growth boundary, but states within the Municipal Growth Element “The 2006 annexations contain more than adequate land to support not only the likely growth in the Town through 2030, but also the maximum amount of growth that is possible, given the constrained sewer system”.  The Municipal Growth Element also states “No additional annexation of undeveloped land is need or envisioned through 2030 to accommodate projected residential growth”. 

 The Planning Commission discussed utility allocations and public facilities. 
Based upon the recommendations within the Comprehensive Plan, Vice-Chairman Maricle made a MOTION TO RECOMMEND TO THE MAYOR AND COUNCIL DENIAL OF THE ANNEXATION. Secretary Koerting seconded the motion. THE MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
DISCUSSION

PLANMARYLAND 
Town Planner Clark stated Maryland Department of Planning had released a second, revised draft of PlanMaryland which now eliminates designations given by the state, but rather suggests municipalities apply for designation in several different categories. These categories include Growth/Revitalization Areas; Established Communities; Future Growth Areas; Low Density; and Rural Resource Areas. Town Planner Clark stated the plan describes the process and considerations given for a community to become designated, and should this draft of PlanMaryland pass the legislature, the Town should give consideration to becoming designated. She stated she would keep the Commission advised of the plan’s progress.
PLANNING AND ZONING UPDATES
Town Planner Clark updated the Commission on the recent rezoning of 310 South Main Street, the approved, revised Land Development Fee Schedule, and the intent of King Road to proceed with development in the next coming months. 

CITIZEN COMMENT

None 
COMMISSION MEMBER’S COMMENT
None
ADJOURNMENT
Chairman Wright declared the meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,

__________________

Megan Clark,
Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
