Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
September 18, 2012
Chairperson Laura Kirby called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Laura Kirby, Carol Long, Linda Moser, Darrell Jones,  and Gary Schlappal Members Absent: Chairperson Sara Sweeney Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator. Board Member Paul Gudelski submitted his resignation in the morning prior to the meeting.
Docket No. BZA12-08
To hear a Special Exception Request by Scott Race, appellant, to establish a Home Occupation for a part-time auto detailing business. The Special Exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 305.B.15 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires a special exception for a home occupation, within the TR Zone.
Testifying For:

Scott Race, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Special Exception. Mr. Race stated he would like to have a part-time auto detailing business at this property to supplement income while he goes to college. He stated he would utilize his driveway and garage for the business, the business would be by appointment only, and he expects to serve one to two cars per week.
Member Moser: Is there off-street parking on the property?

Appellant Race: Yes, there would be parking within the driveway and garage.
Chairperson Kirby: What would be the hours of operation?

Appellant Race: There would be appointments scheduled during the day or early evening, normal business hours.
Member Jones: Is there going to be a lot of noise associated with the business?
Appellant Race: It would be normal car-washing sounds, those of a hose or vacuum. 

Chairperson Kirby: Are you the only one who will be performing the work?

Appellant Race:Yes.

Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “By unanimous vote, a recommendation was made to APPROVE the request for a home occupation of a part-time auto detailing business provided there would be no more than three (3) cars at a time waiting to be detailed.”
Chairperson Kirby asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA12-08. There were none. Chairperson Kirby closed the case.

Docket No. BZA12-09

To hear a Variance Request by David Parmelee, appellant, to vary the side and rear setback from five feet to six inches for shed. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance.

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 407 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires a five foot side setback from the side and rear property lines for sheds less than 200 square feet in area, within the SR Zone.
Testifying For:

David Parmelee, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Variance. Mr. Parmelee stated he would like to place a custom built 10’ x 12’ shed in the rear of his property, approximately six inches from the side and rear property lines. He stated his property is on the corner of Coldstream Court and Brookridge Drive, with three-quarters of his yard being in the front. There is a large swale that goes around the property and most of his yard in  the rear goes up towards his neighbor’s property. He would like to place his shed in the only flat piece of his property so he does not have to do any grading or retaining walls and mentioned that the Crestview HOA does not permit sheds within the side yards. Mr. Parmelee submitted letters of support from his neighbors as well as stated the HOA had granted approval for the shed contingent upon the granting of the variance. 

Chairperson Kirby: Is this the first shed that has been on the property or will you be utilizing an existing pad? 

Appellant Parmelee: This is the first shed, and I have staked out the property to show the proposed location.

Member Long: Would you still need a variance if you changed the orientation of the shed?

Appellant Parmelee: Yes, the variance is needed to avoid the swale that goes around the yard.

Member Moser: Which way do the shed doors face?

Appellant Parmelee: They face Coldstream Court.
Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “By unanimous vote, a recommendation was made to APPROVE the request for variance to reduce the five foot side and rear setback to six inches.”

Chairperson Kirby asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA12-09. There were none. Chairperson Kirby closed the case.

Board Discussion:

Chairperson Kirby asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 

Action on BZA Case No 12-08:

Motion was made by Member Moser, seconded by Member Long, that the Board of Appeals grant the Request for Special Exception to establish a part time auto detailing business at 308 Maple Avenue. The motion passed unanimously.

Action on BZA Case No 12-09:

Motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Moser, that the Board of Appeals grant the Request for Variance to vary the side and rear setback from five feet to six inches for a shed at 1 Coldstream Court. The motion passed unanimously.
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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