Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
May 17, 2011
Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Vice Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Darrell Jones, Carol Long, Paul Gudelski, and Gary Schlappal Members Absent: Linda Moser and Laura Kirby Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator. 
Docket No. BZA11-04
To hear a Variance Request by Cliff Pereschuk, appellant, to vary the minimum side setback of fifteen (15) feet to three (3) feet for a proposed garage, within the SR Zone. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under 401.A.1 of the Zoning Ordinance, which states construction must be within the required setbacks.
Testifying For:

Cliff Pereschuk, appellant, testified on the conditions of the request for variance. Mr. Pereschuk stated he would like to build a garage on an existing concrete slab, where there was once a garage before. The existing concrete slab is approximately three feet from the new property line, as the property was once part of the Cronise Market property and later subdivided, which placed the concrete slab very close to the property line.
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Where will the garage be locatated?

Appellant Pereschuk: The garage will be behind 310 South Main Street.
Bonnie Pereschuk testified on the conditions of the request for variance. She stated there used to be a garage at the proposed location of the new garage years ago.

Member Schlappal: Is the garage near the carport?

Appellant Pereschuk: The garage will be adjacent to the carport.

Member Schlappal: Is it 44 feet by 26 feet wide?

Appellant Pereschuk: The garage is 44 feet wide by 26 feet deep.

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Will you be using it for storage?

 Appellant Pereschuk: Yes, it will be for lawn equipment.

Member Gudelski: Will there be any electrical?

Appellant Pereschuk: Yes, there will be lights and it is a requirement of the permit.

Member Gudelski: What is on the other side of the three feet?

Appellant Pereschuk: The Cronise Market property which we own as well.

Member Jones: So you just want to utilize the existing slab that is already there?

Appellant Pereschuk: Yes.
Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “The Planning Commission had rendered an advisory opinion at their regular meeting on April 26, 2011. The Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Zoning Appeals deny the request for variance since the property has ample room to construct the garage within the setbacks.”

Appellant Pereschuk: It would not be feasible to build a garage away from the carport, because then you would not be able to pull into the garage from the carport or use the existing entrance. 
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked if there were any questions. There were none. Vice-Chairperson Sweeney closed the case.

Docket No. BZA11-05
To hear a Special Exception Request by Chad Kramer, appellant, to establish an in-home occupation for an excavation construction business office, within the TR Zone. The Special Exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under 305.B.15 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires special exception approval for the establishment of an in-home occupation.
Testifying For:
Linda Kramer, appellant, testified on the conditions of the request for special exception. Mrs. Kramer stated Chad is her son, and he would like to establish an in-home office for his contracting business. There currently is a room in the home which he would like to utilize to answer phones and store work related records.
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Will there be any construction vehicles parked?
Appellant Kramer: No
Member Jones: Are you planning on having any signs and will there be any business traffic to the home?
Appellant Kramer: We are not planning on having any signs and no customers would be coming to the home.

Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “The Planning Commission had rendered an advisory opinion at their regular meeting on April 26, 2011. The Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for special exception provided no construction equipment is stored or parked on the property or abutting street.”
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney closed the case.

Board Discussion:
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked whether anyone would like to discuss the two cases further. 
Action on BZA Case No 11-04:

Motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Schlappal, that the Board of Appeals grant the request for variance to vary the side setback to three feet for a proposed deck. The motion passed unanimously.

Action on BZA Case No 11-05:

Motion was made by Member Jones, seconded by Member Gudelski, that the Board of Appeals grant the request for special exception to establish an in-home occupation at 214 South Main Street. The motion passed unanimously
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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