Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
April 17, 2012
Chairperson Laura Kirby called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Laura Kirby, Carol Long, Linda Moser, Paul Gudelski, and Gary Schlappal Members Absent: Vice Chairperson Sara Sweeney, and Darrell Jones Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator. 
Docket No. BZA12-03
To hear a Special Exception Request by Ron Hardy, appellant, to convert a single family dwelling into not more than two units, within the TC Zone. The Special Exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under 305.B.12 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires special exception approval for the conversion of a single family dwelling into two units within the TC Zone.
Testifying For:

Ron Hardy, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Special Exception. Mr. Hardy stated in 1992, the upstairs of the existing single family dwelling was permitted for rough plumbing, electrical and mechanical as well as six windows added to the upstairs, so it seemed like the then present owner had the same idea to convert the upstairs. He stated the due to the fire code, and since they would like to place a stove upstairs, they have had to invest roughly $22000 to meet the codes to convert the dwelling. They would like to use the second dwelling for either additional income or move into.

Member Moser: How big is the second floor?

Appellant Hardy: Approximately 800 square feet, with one bedroom; one bath; a kitchenette; and a pantry.
Member Long: Do you want to use this as a rental?

Appellant Hardy: We would like to move back to Boonsboro and possibly live on the second floor, or possibly use it as a rental.
Member Moser: Will the store front remain?
Appellant Hardy: Yes
Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “The Planning Commission had rendered an advisory opinion at their regular meeting on March 28, 2012. The Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for special exception. “
Chairperson Kirby asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA12-03. There were none. Chairperson Kirby closed the case.

Board Discussion:

Chairperson Kirby asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 

Action on BZA Case No 12-03:

Motion was made by Member Moser, seconded by Member Schlappal, that the Board of Appeals grant the Request for Special Exception to convert the single family dwelling at 221 North Main Street into not more than two units. The motion passed unanimously.

Docket No. BZA12-04
To hear a Special Exception Request by John Reese, appellant, to establish Reese’s Home Improvement, Inc, a business service, within the NC Zone. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance.
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under 305.E.50 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires special exception approval to establish a business service within the Neighborhood Commercial district.
The appellant did not attend. Town Planner Clark gave a brief description of the request; stating the appellant would like to open his contracting business at the proposed location of 210 Maple Avenue.

Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “The Planning Commission had rendered an advisory opinion at their regular meeting on March 28, 2012. The Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for special exception”. 
Member Carol Long stated there have been similar businesses that were located on the property, therefore she did not feel there was any reason not to approve the request.

Member Schlappal stated perhaps if the adjacent property Charlotte’s Home or other property owners came to testify against, there may be reason not to approve the request, but since no one showed up to complain, he did not see a reason not to approve the request.

Action on BZA Case No 12-04:

Motion was made by Member Gudelski, seconded by Member Schlappal, that the Board of Appeals grant the Request for Special Exception to establish “Reese’s Home Improvement Inc. as a business service at 210 Maple Avenue. The motion passed unanimously. 
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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