Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
MARCH 15, 2011
Chairperson Laura Kirby called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Laura Kirby, Vice Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Carol Long, Linda Moser, Paul Gudelski, and Darrell Jones Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator. 
Approval of Minutes of the February 15, 2011: 

The minutes were adopted as stated. 

Docket No. BZA11-02
To hear a Variance Request by Jennifer Guenther, appellant, to vary the minimum setback requirements to the following: front setback from 15’ to 10’; side setbacks from 10’ to 5’; and the rear setback from 20’ to 16’ for a proposed new garage, within the TR Zone.  The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under 401.A.1 of the Zoning Ordinance, which states the new construction must be within the required setbacks.  The property is located at 144 South Main Street, Boonsboro MD and is zoned Town Residential (TR).
Testifying For:

Jennifer Guenther, appellant, testified on the conditions of the request for variance. Mrs. Guenther stated she owns the parcel of land that fronts Reeders Alley and would like to build a garage on the parcel as it would be very difficult to use the parcel for any other type of building due to its size and location. The parcel is 41 feet by 76 feet and the proposed garage, to be used for cars and a workshop, would be approximately 31’ x 50’. Due to the size of the existing parcel, and the proposed garage, she is requesting to vary the required setbacks. 

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Would you go into the garage from Reeder’s Alley?
Appellant Guenther: Yes

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Is the garage then proposed closer to the existing house or alley?
Appellant Guenther: The garage is closer to the house, ten feet from the edge of the parcel.

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Is the garage going to be used for cars or storage?

Appellant Guenther: My husband plans on using it for cars and a workshop.

Secretary Moser: So it will be for personal use only?

Appellant Guenther: Yes.

Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “The Planning Commission had rendered an advisory opinion at their regular meeting on February 22, 2011. The Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for variance.”
Member Gudelski: What is the easement for between the properties?

Appellant Guenther: The easement is an old access easement as the entrance to the apartment above her property is on the easement.

Member Jones: Why did you decide to build the garage on this parcel rather than the adjacent parcel?

Appellant Guenther: The other parcel is for commercial use and in the future we would like to add a parking lot for the business.
Chairperson Kirby asked if there were any questions. There were none. Chairperson Kirby closed the case.

Board Discussion:
Chairperson Kirby asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 
Action:

Motion was made by Secretary Moser, seconded by Member Gudelski, that the Board of Appeals grant the request for variance to vary the minimum setback to the following: front setback from 15’ to 10’; side setbacks from 10’ to 5’; and the rear setback from 20’ to 16’ for a garage located on the rear of the property at 144 South Main Street.  The motion passed unanimously.
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
March 15, 2011
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 

March 15, 2011
Page 1 of 2
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 

February 15, 2011
Page 2 of 2

