Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
DECEMBER 18, 2012
Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Carol Long, Linda Moser, Gary Schlappal, and Natalie Mose Absent: Darrell Jones Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Motion by Vice-Chairperson Sweeney, seconded by Secretary Moser for Gary Schlappal to serve as Chairperson. Motion passed unanimously.  
Motion by Member Mose, seconded by Member Long for Sara Sweeney to serve as Vice-Chairperson. Motion passed unanimously.

Motion by Member Mose, seconded by Member Long for Linda Moser to serve as Secretary. Motion passed unanimously. 
Docket No. BZA12-12
To hear a Variance Request by Scott Race, appellant, to vary the sign area for a home occupation sign from two (2) square feet to six (6) square feet. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 7.11.B.iv of the Zoning Ordinance, which allows for a two square foot sign for home occupations within the TR Zone.
Testifying For:

Scott Race, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Variance. Mr. Race stated a six square foot sign is almost the same size as a real estate sign, thus he did not feel the sign would be over-bearing. A six square foot sign could be legibly read and would not ruin the surrounding landscape.
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: What type of construction material is the sign?
Appellant Race: The sign would be on PVC posts, thus removable.
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney :Is the sign going to block any views?

Appellant Race: The sign would be a minimum of five feet off the road. 

Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which by unanimous vote, recommended for the Board of Zoning Appeals to deny the variance. 
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA12-12. 
Carvel Wright testified against the request for Variance. He stated the regulations state a sign for a home occupation is to be a maximum of two square feet and these regulations had been in place for years. He felt, should the Board approve the request to increase the size, there would be many others requesting to increase their sign area as well. He stated the intent of a sign for a home occupation is to identify the location of the business, not advertise, thus the size limitation. A larger sign, that is three times the size requirement, would be obtrusive to the residential neighborhood where the sign would be located. 
Appellant Race stated he did not feel like six square feet would be a hindrance, as the size is similar to a real estate sign. 

Mr. Wright stated the Ordinance refers to real estate signs as a temporary sign; the proposed sign would be a permanent advertising device. 

Chairperson Schlappal closed the case.

Board Discussion:

Chairperson Schlappal asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 
Secretary Moser stated she did not agree that a six square foot sign on the property is necessary to mark the driveway or location of the business. 
Action on BZA Case No 12-12:

Motion was made by Secretary Moser, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Sweeney, that the Board of Appeals DENY the Request for Variance to vary the area from two square feet to six square feet for a home occupation sign at 308 Maple Avenue. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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