
Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
October 16, 2012
Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Carol Long, Linda Moser, and Gary Schlappal Members Absent: Darrell Jones Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator. Chairperson Laura Kirby submitted her resignation effective October 1, 2012.
Docket No. BZA12-10
To hear a Special Exception Request by Justin Holder, appellant, to establish a Motor Vehicle Repair Garage at 210 Maple Avenue. The Special Exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 305.E.42 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires a special exception for a for the proposed use, within the NC Zone.
Testifying For:

Justin Holder, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Special Exception. Mr. Holder stated that he has been in the auto repair business for fifteen years and would like to sign a long term lease with Mr. John Reese, owner of 210 Maple Avenue for a motor vehicle repair garage. He stated he ran a business out of his personal garage in Sharpsburg and kept a clean shop. He stated Mr. Reese would handle any necessary renovations to the building. 
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Is this the building along the road or the garage along the side of the property?

Appellant Holder: It is the building along the road, which used to be a tire shop and is in great condition for a motor vehicle repair garage.
Member Moser: How many vehicles do you expect?
Appellant Holder: As many as I can service. There is probably 40 parking spaces in the back of the building. My policy is to not keep junked vehicles and the area around the back is gated.
Member Long: Are you currently running a business?
Appellant Holder: I was the shop foreman at Ideal Buick and ran a shop out of my personal garage. I have outgrown my garage and would like to open my own shop.
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Will you be performing electrical/air conditioning tune up work?
Appellant Holder: The plan is to be more of a repair shop than a service center. Certified in diesel technology and have a lot of equipment for engine repair. I may expand in the future into the existing garage on the facility depending on the circumstances. The name of business will be “Battlefield Automotive” and the Napa store seems to be excited for the facility to be open.
Member Moser: How many employees to you expect to have?

Appellant Holder: Five technicians and three assistants in the front office. 
Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA12-11. 
Mr. Gary and Kathy Muck, 106 North Potomac Street, Sharpsburg, Maryland, testified for the request. Mr. Muck stated he had known Justin for a number of years and he kept a nice, neat home and garage, and was a very courteous, helpful neighbor. Mrs. Muck stated she had known Justin for 19 years and he was very honest person and would be a great asset to the community. 

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney closed the case.

Board Discussion:

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 

Action on BZA Case No 12-10:

Motion was made by Member Schlappal, seconded by Member Moser, that the Board of Appeals grant the Request for Special Exception to establish a motor vehicle repair garage at 210 Maple Avenue. The motion passed unanimously.

Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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