Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS TUESDAY, 
January 18, 2011
Chairperson Laura Kirby called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Laura Kirby, Vice Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Paul Gudelski, Carol Long and Darrell Jones Members Absent: Linda Moser Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator. 
Approval of Minutes of the December 21 2010: 

The minutes were adopted as stated. 

Docket No. BZA10-08
To hear a Variance Request by Chris Doyle, appellant, to increase the height requirement of 5 feet for a new monument sign to be 10 feet tall, within the NC Zone.  The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Article 7 Section 7.12.B.i.c of the Zoning Ordinance, which states the height shall not exceed five feet.  The property is located at 311 South Main Street, Boonsboro MD and is zoned Neighborhood Commercial (NC).
Testifying For:

Chris Doyle, appellant, testified on the conditions of the request for variance. Mr. Doyle stated he was in front of the Board of Appeals in December for a variance to vary the sign height requirement to seven feet and stated now he is asking to have the brick pillars that hold the sign be ten feet in height. He stated the height requirement is five feet, but his proposal is to have a an electronic changeable copy sign and static sign placed together between two brick pillars and the total height of these two signs is 4 feet 8 inches, therefore would only leave four inches between the bottom of the sign and the ground if he kept the sign at five feet. He would like to have the sign be at least ten feet high in order to landscape under the sign and for better visual presentation as the ten feet in height would allow the sign to be seen even if cars are parked in front of his business. He is proposing to have the pillars be ten feet tall and then the static sign would be nine feet in height; this change would elevate his signs approximately 2 feet in height. He stated there are other signs near his business such as Cronise Market, Mt. Nebo, Eby’s Garage, and Tri-County Pump that are at least ten feet in height. 

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney: Having the sign up higher will enable the sign to be cleaner also. The total height of the sign, outside of the brick pillars is 5 feet correct. 
Appellant Doyle: Yes, the static sign is 2 feet and the LED board is 2’8”, so the total is 4 feet 8 inches. All the other signs on the property will be removed and there will be only one sign which will advertise for the deli and florist/greenhouse, and also Town events and amber alerts can be advertised as well.  There will also be a considerable amount of landscaping done in front. 
Town Planner Clark read the recommendation of the Planning Commission which stated “The Planning Commission had rendered an advisory opinion at their regular meeting on December 28, 2010. The Planning Commission recommended that the Board of Zoning Appeals approve the request for variance.”
Chairperson Kirby asked if there were any questions. There were none. Chairperson Kirby closed the case.

Board Discussion:
Chairperson Kirby asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 
Action:

Motion was made by Board Member Darrell Jones, seconded by Vice-Chairperson Sweeney that the Board of Appeals grant the request for variance to vary the sign height from five feet to ten feet for a monument sign at 311 South Main Street.  The motion passed unanimously
Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the meeting was adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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