Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
TUESDAY, JUNE 20, 2017
Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Linda Moser, Darrell Jones, Carol Long and Natalie Mose. 
 Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Manager/Zoning Administrator
ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Motion by Member Sweeney, second by Member Moser to elect Carol Long as Chairperson. Motion approved unanimously.

Motion by Member Moser, second by Chairperson Long to elect Sara Sweeney as Vice-Chairperson. Motion approved unanimously. 

Motion by Chairperson Long, second by Member Jones, to elect Linda Moser as Secretary. Motion approved unanimously. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Motion by Chairperson Long, second by Secretary Moser to approve the meeting minutes and decision of the January 17, 2017 meeting approved as submitted. 
Docket No. BZA17-01
To hear a Variance Request by Bill Brennan, appellant, to vary the sign setback requirements for a community identification sign to be located 3 feet into the right of way of Chase Six Boulevard, located on the Fletcher’s Grove HOA Parcel, Boonsboro, and zoned Multi-Family Residential (MR).    
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 7.11 of the Zoning Ordinance, which states “no sign shall project beyond the property line into a public way”, and “no sign located in any residential district may be closer than five feet to any lot line”. 

Testifying For:
Bill Brennan, the appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Variance. Mr. Brennan stated the location of the SWM and utility easements limits the area where the sign can be placed. He stated the proposed location meets the minimum sight distance requirements and he feels the request for variance meets the safety requirements and will enhance the community. 

Sean Haardt, 201 Green Fern Circle, testified for the variance. He stated he has been a resident in the community since 2008 and has been waiting almost 10 years for the community sign. Mr. Haardt stated he initially had concerns about the sign distance, but once presented a photo showing where cars stop and the line of sight for the sign, he felt the location was appropriate.
Testifying Against:

Carvel Wright, 705 Elmcrest Avenue, testified against the request. He stated he felt the sign would be too close to the intersection and in the line of sight. He stated there are already accidents near the intersection due to speeding and he felt the sign would be an additional hazard.

David Parmelee, 1 Coldstream Court, testified against the request. He stated he supports Fletcher’s Grove having a community sign however does not support the proposed location due to sight distance concerns. 

Rob Maricle, 116 Conestoga Court, testified against the request. He stated he feels the sign exceeds the square footage and safety requirements. He stated the applicant has to prove a hardship and that since there are other options for the size and location, he does not feel a hardship has been proven.
Board Discussion:

Vice-Chairperson Sweeney asked how many feet back between the sign and the storm drain. Mr. Brennan stated approximately 12 feet. 
Mr. Jones asked whether other areas have been considered. Mr. Brennan stated he is unaware. 
Action on BZA Case No 17-0:

Motion was made by Vice-Chairperson Sweeney, seconded by Board Member Moser, that the Board of Appeals DENY the Request for Variance. The motion passed  3 to 1, with Member Jones dissenting. 
Adjourn
There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, Vice-Chairperson Sweeney declared the meeting adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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