Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
TUESDAY, MARCH 19th, 2019
Chairperson Carol Long called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Carol Long, Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Linda Moser, Darrell Jones, Natalie Mose, and Scott Race. Members Absent: None.
Staff Present: Ethan Strickler, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:

Motion by Natalie Mose, second by Scott Race to approve the meeting minutes of the February 19, 2019 meeting approved as submitted. The motion passed unanimously. 
Docket No. BZA19-02
To hear an appeal for a Special Exception under the Zoning Ordinance by Michelle Vining on behalf of Marv Investments, LLC (appellant) to permit a convenience store in the Town Center (TC) zone. The address of the appellant is 23 S Main Street.
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 305.E.64 of the Zoning Ordinance, which states that a convenience store requires a Special Exception in the Town Center (TC) Zoning District. 
Testifying For:
The Appellant, Michelle Vining of 23 S Main Street, spoke on behalf of the Special Exception Request. Michelle stated that she is trying to start a convenience store in the front of the building at 23 S Main Street. She stated that there is significant traffic moving through the center of Town in Boonsboro, and that she is hoping to provide a convenience store option for those people coming through town as well as the people who live in downtown Boonsboro. The appellant and the board spoke together about the current and future population growth in the Town of Boonsboro, including population projections. Board Member Mose asked Ms. Vining if she anticipated most of her customers to be generated by foot traffic, and if this number of customers would be financially viable for a convenience store in that location. Michelle provided a printed copy of the building layout for the board and explained her plan for the inside of the building. She also noted the amount of money they have invested in the building thus far, and that she owns the building, so that she does not have to worry about mortgage payments. The Board brought up the fact that there is a site plan for a High’s at the south end of town. 
Conversation continued around the topic of what the store would have for sale, including whether fresh food (sandwiches, cold cuts, etc.) would be for sale, and the status of a potential liquor license for the convenience store. Michelle indicated the license would likely be a very long and drawn-out process, if it were to ever come to fruition. Michelle noted that she has already received approval to sell tobacco products. Board Member Sweeney asked what the stores hours were going to be. Ms. Vining stated she was not certain yet on what the hours will be, and that, ultimately, they will learn as they go and set up hours appropriate to their customers needs. Planner Strickler noted that the Planning Commission had asked the applicant this question as well. Board Member Jones asked about the parking situation. Michelle stated that behind the building is a parking lot with 36 spaces. Strickler stated that the entrance from Main Street (to the parking lot) is a one-way entrance off of Alternate 40. 
No one else testified for. 
Testifying Against:

No one testified against. 
Board Discussion:

Chairperson Long asked the Board if they had any additional questions or discussion points. Hearing none she entertained a motion. 
Action on BZA Case No 19-02:

Motion was made by Member Moser, seconded by Member Race, that the Board of Appeals APPROVE the Request for Special Exception. The motion passed unanimously. 
Adjourn
There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, Chairperson Long declared the meeting adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
March 19, 2019
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