Town of Boonsboro

21 North Main Street

Boonsboro, Maryland 21713

Telephone: (301) 432-5141


MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE BOARD OF APPEALS 
TUESDAY, MAY 21, 2013
Chairperson Gary Schlappal called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  Members Present: Chairperson Gary Schlappal, Vice-Chairperson Sara Sweeney, Carol Long, Linda Moser, Darrell Jones, Natalie Mose, and Scott Race Staff Present: Megan Clark, Town Planner/Zoning Administrator.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Chairperson Schlappal approved the meeting minutes of the April 16, 2013 BZA meeting approved as submitted.
Docket No. BZA13-05
To hear a Special Exception Request by Donna Tolland, appellant, to establish an in-home daycare at 102 Redfern, zoned Suburban Residential. The Special Exception request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1006 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 305.B.16 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires special exception approval for the proposed use, within the SR Zone.
Testifying For:

Kevin Tolland, representative for the appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Special Exception. Mr. Tolland stated his wife has operated an in-home daycare business for twentysome years and recently moved to the Town of Boonsboro. He stated his wife is a certified and fully licensed daycare provider, and would like to transfer the business to their new home.  

Chairperson Schlappal: Are the same kids attending?
Appellant Tolland: Yes. 
Member Long: Is the property owner aware?
Appellant Tolland:Yes, the owner was made aware prior to signing the lease.
Chairperson Schlappal asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA13-05. There were none and he closed the case.  
Board Discussion:

Chairperson Schlappal asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 
Action on BZA Case No 13-05:

Motion was made by Member Moser, seconded by Member Long, that the Board of Appeals Approve the Request for Special Exception to establish an in-home daycare at 102 Redfern Place. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Docket No. BZA13-06
To hear a Variance Request by Gary Nalley, appellant, to vary the side setback from three feet to two feet for a proposed deck at 107 Valley View Court, zoned Town Residential. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance. 

The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 507.A.5 of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires the width of the deck to be three feet from the common wall of a townhome, within the TR Zone.
Testifying For:

Gary Nalley, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Variance. Mr. Nalley stated he would like to build a deck two feet off the common wall to maintain consistency throughout the development. He stated there are larger decks within the townhome community and he is proposing to build a seventeen foot wide deck. 

Member Long: Are there other decks similar to the proposed deck within the development?

Appellant Nalley: Yes, some were built much larger, prior to the Ordinance or have received variances. 
Chairperson Schlappal asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA13-06. There were none and he closed the case.  

Board Discussion:

Chairperson Schlappal asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 

Action on BZA Case No 13-06:

Motion was made by Member Sweeney, seconded by Member Jones, that the Board of Appeals Approve the Request for Variance to vary the setback from three feet to two feet for a deck at 107 Valley View Court. The MOTION PASSED, with Member Mose abstaining.
Docket No. BZA13-07

To hear a Variance Request by Gary Nalley, appellant, to vary the side setback from three feet to two feet and rear setback from twenty feet to ten feet for a proposed deck at 109 Valley View Court, zoned Town Residential. The Variance request is in accordance with the procedures provided under Article 10, Section 1005 of the Boonsboro Zoning Ordinance.
The Zoning Administrator denied the request under Section 507.A.5  of the Zoning Ordinance, which requires the width of the deck to be three feet from the common wall of a townhome and Section 401.A.1 which requires a twenty foot rear setback for structures, within the TR Zone.
Testifying For:

Gary Nalley, appellant, testified on the conditions of the Request for Variance. Mr. Nalley stated he would like to build a deck two feet off the common wall to maintain consistency throughout the development. He stated there are larger decks within the townhome community and he is proposing to build a seventeen foot wide deck. He stated the lot has a small rear yard and the twenty foot rear setback requirement would prohibit the property from allowing a deck. He also stated the deck would not hinder the stormwater management easement, since the posts would be eight feet from the house. 

Chairperson Schlappal: This lot is smaller than the previous request, thus the request to reduce the rear setback?

Appellant Nalley: Yes, the goal is to keep the decks uniform throughout the development, so this deck would be the same size as the previous. 

Chairperson Schlappal asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA13-07.

Jonas Wood, 109 Valley View Court, testified for the request. He stated as the property owner, it is his goal to increase the value of the home by adding a deck as well as make the home more user friendly. 

Chairperson Schlappal asked if there were any others whom would like to speak either for or against Docket No. BZA13-07. There were no others and he closed the case.  

Board Discussion:

Chairperson Schlappal asked whether anyone would like to discuss the case further. 

Action on BZA Case No 13-07:

Motion was made by Member Long, seconded by Member Mose, that the Board of Appeals Approve the Request for Variance to vary the setback from three feet to two feet and rear setback from 20 feet to 10 feet for a deck at 109 Valley View Court. The MOTION PASSED UNANIMOUSLY.

Adjournment

There being no more business to come before this meeting of the Board of Appeals, the Chairperson Schlappal declared the meeting adjourned.
Board of Appeals

For the Town of Boonsboro
Linda Moser, Secretary
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