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The Environmental Commission remained highly motivated and active throughout 
2025, as members worked on projects and programs – some in the early stages of 
development and other well-established projects. 
 
The BEC was established by the Mayor and Council in 2012 and became the first – and 
remains the only – commission of its kind in Washington County. Several of the 
members of the new commission had been active in the Boonsboro Recycling Task 
Force, which was dissolved when the town’s curbside recycling program started in July 
2012.  
 
The nine-member Environmental Commission meets once each month and often 
features special speakers or resource people to help members understand more fully 
some of the many “green” issues facing the town government. The Commission also 
works with other town boards and commissions, such as the Park Board, Tree Board 
and Economic Development Commission, as well as town staff members. 
 
A large part of every BEC meeting is devoted to the 11 Subcommittee reports. The 
Subcommittees are comprised of commission members, most serving on more than 
one Subcommittee.  
 
The Subcommittees are: 

o Solid Waste Reduction 
o Green Team (Sustainable Maryland Certified) 
o Farmers Market 
o Public Education/Outreach 
o Community Garden 
o Beautification (Trees/Green Spaces/Gardening) 
o Energy (EV Station, Solar, Wind, Geothermal, Electricity) 
o Appalachian Trail Community 
o Annual Report/Grants 
o Monarch Waystation 
o Nominating Committee 

 
The BEC holds an annual election of officers for chair, vice chair and recording 
secretary after the Nominating Committee presents a recommended slate to the full 
commission. This year the BEC altered its by-laws, with the approval of the Mayor and 
Council, to allow non-residents to serve on the commission, so long as a majority of 



the members are town residents. This makes it possible for those vested in the 
Boonsboro community, but not residing within the town limits, to bring their expertise 
and energy to town projects and programs. 
 

MAJOR PROJECTS AND PROGRAMS – Progress Report 
 
SOLID WASTE REDUCTION – The bulwark of the BEC’s attention is paid each year to 
several well-established projects, most all initially inspired by the drive for curbside 
recycling almost two decades ago. They all involve seeking ways to reduce waste. Here 
are some of the waste reduction programs that continue to benefit the community: 
 
 ●Swap & Recycling Event – Sponsored by the Green Fest Committee, the May 
event brings together dozens of opportunities for residents of the town and beyond to 
get rid of unwanted but still usable or recyclable articles and find something “new” to 
take home, at no cost. What is left following the event is sorted and distributed to 
organizations and companies for reusing or recycling. This event is an outgrowth of the 
Boonsboro Green Fest, which the committee started in 2008 and has been an official 
event of the Town of Boonsboro since. 

 
●Fall Bulk Clean-up Day – This town-sponsored event features a drive-thru, 

drop-off loop in Shafer Park where residents can get rid of useable items, as well as 
items that have outlived their usefulness. Featuring recycling opportunities provided 
by non-profits, businesses and service organizations, this October event is responsible 
for diverting tons of items each year from the landfill, saving the town on landfill 
dumping fees. The Green Fest Committee helps to organize the event and members, 
along with town employees, BEC members and volunteers, help collect, sort and 
distribute thousands of usable items. Before the GF Committee became involved 
nearly two decades ago, all of the items collected at the fall event were taken to the 
landfill as trash. 

 
●Curbside Recycling – Although not directly involved with the planning or 

operation of the town’s weekly recycling collection service, it is by far one of the most 
important aspects of the overall solid waste reduction efforts by the town and its 
residents. The service each year keeps tons of unwanted items, such as cardboard, 
office paper and plastic beverage bottles, out of the landfill. 

 
●Glass Crushing –Since the town was informed a couple years ago by the 

recycling contract hauler that it would no longer collect glass bottles, the BEC has been 
exploring ways to divert the glass from the landfill. It was determined that the most 
prudent way was to keep the glass in the town, crush it and use the “new sand” for all 
kinds of projects including landscaping, gardening, pathway cover, ball fields, etc. The 
town secured a $25,000 grant this year to be used toward the purchase of a glass 
crushing machine. Other funding sources are needed to get the project started. 
  



●Compost Drop-Off Site – The second full year of the compost collection 
program saw a change in ownership of the compost company, but the change was 
seamless.  The company each week picks up approximately 150-plus pounds of 
compostable food scraps from the green bin near the Community Center. When 
residents keep organic material out of their trash, it reduces the poundage going to 
the landfill, costing the town less in landfill dumping fees. And, just as impactful, less 
methane gas is created at the landfill. Methane is 20 times more harmful to the 
environment than carbon dioxide and decaying organic matter generates methane. 

 
●Litter Collection Challenge – The BEC joined a nationwide effort whose initial 

goal in 2022 was to collect two million pieces of litter. Town residents and businesses 
participated in the one-month-long Clean Earth Challenge by collecting litter in their 
neighborhoods and recording the results. The BEC compiled the individual tallies and 
relayed the information to the National Wildlife Federation, one of the sponsors of the 
effort. Town participants collected 6,880 pieces of litter during April and nationwide 
the tally had reached more than nine million pieces. 

 
 ●Street Sweeping – After a long absence, street sweeping had a comeback this 
year, as the town worked out an agreement with the Town of Williamsport to sweep 
the streets once a month, weather permitting. Sweeping keeps the debris out of the 
storm drains, which helps to prevent the debris from making its way into streams, 
rivers and ultimately the Chesapeake Bay. Boonsboro was forced to discontinue the 
service a few years ago when the only street sweeping service went out of business. 
Williamsport was able to purchase a new vehicle with grant money.  

 
FARMERS MARKET – The 11th year was big at the Farmers Market as more than 8,800 
customers (a record) attended the Tuesday markets, held from 4-7 p.m. in the parking 
lot next to the Police Department. Two of the summer markets unfortunately were 
canceled due to the extreme heat caused by global warming or most assuredly the 
attendance would have been at least 10 percent higher. ●It was the first full year that 
the new shed was used for the market equipment storage. ●A new vendor layout plan 
helped the food trucks better maneuver into place and created more spaces for part-
time and drop-in vendors. ●More than 30 vendors, full- and part-time, set up shop 
with at least 20 participating each week. ●The end-of-the-season raffle made 54 
frequent buyers extra happy, with gifts from vendors and local businesses. ●Because 
of customer demand, the Mini Recycling Program (small items, i.e., batteries, egg 
cartons, etc.) will be offered at all of the Tuesday markets next year, not just during 
the month of July.  
 
COMMUNITY GARDEN – A great deal of time and energy was devoted to 
infrastructure development at the garden. Only in its second year of operation, the 
fenced-in garden is available, for a nominal fee, to Boonsboro residents who need a 
suitable place to plant and nurture a vegetable, herb and/or berry garden. ●A garden 
manager was brought on board for the season, and she and her husband orchestrated 



a transformation of the grassy patch into a site featuring small plots of tilled soil and 
raised beds and handicapped accessible beds filled with rich soil. ●In the fall, an edible 
forest was started with the planting of five fruit bearing trees and shrubs, donated by 
the Maryland Department of Natural Resources and the Antietam Conococheague 
Watershed Alliance. ●The hope for 2026 is that more town residents take advantage 
of what the community garden offers: a sunny, safe and convenient space to grow 
their own food. 
 
SPEAKERS/OUTREACH – The BEC welcomed special speakers during the year. They 
were: 

●Patrick Kelly, a permaculturist from south Washington County – Topic: His 
special events development, using permaculture methods – Also present was Jake 
Disbennett of Boy Scout Troop 51 who proposed a pollinator hotel project for the park. 

 ●Tony Drury, County Recycling Coordinator – Topic: Recycling in Washington 
County. Also present was Jenny Ha, Environmental Science student, University of 
Maryland. 

●Josh Sheets, Appalachian Trail RidgeRunner – Topic: Review by the 
RidgeRunners (caretakers for the 41 miles of AT in Maryland). 

●Dee Price and Mark Kendle, Washington County Soil Conservation District 
(state agency) – Topic: Water Quality and the Role of the WCSC District.  
 
The BEC, as part of its mission to share information and promote community 
involvement, submitted for inclusion in each of the quarterly Town Newsletters during 
the year many notices about coming events, green tips and other information about 
programs and projects. 
 
GREEN TEAM –The team continues its work on documenting green projects and 
programs that will hopefully again recertify the Town of Boonsboro as a Sustainable 
Maryland Certified community. First certified in 2014, the town has been recertified 
each three years since. The next deadline for the Green Team – composed of town 
elected officials, members of the BEC and town residents – is mid-2026 to submit its 
documentation for recertification. ●Many of the efforts of the BEC in this report have 
been or will be documented, along with other town projects, such as the new 
reservoir, the waste water dehydration system, the completion of the park’s walking 
trail loop and the planting of trees in the park, to name a few. ●The statewide program 
is open to municipalities and is sponsored by the Maryland Municipal League and the 
University of Maryland Finance Center. ●Boonsboro and Keedysville are the only 
currently certified towns in Washington County.  
 
EV CHARGING STATIONS – Of the two electric vehicle charging stations in Boonsboro, 
the one in the Town Hall parking lot is used on average of about 70 percent of the days 
each month, while the station near the basketball court in Shafer Park is used only 
about 20 percent of the days each month. The stations were paid for and installed by 
Potomac Edison and all the fees paid by the users go to the company. 



 
APPALACHIAN TRAIL COMMUNITY – The BEC actively monitors activities associated 
with the Trail, including the Trail Angels program, facilities along the Trail in 
Washington County and the RidgeRunner program. Boonsboro is the only Appalachian 
Trail Community in the county.  
 
MONARCH BUTTERFLY WAYSTATION – Members of the BEC pitched in several times 
during the year to clean up and maintain the garden which is located near the Main 
Street entrance to Shafer Park. Originally established several years ago by a local Boy 
Scout Troop, the garden was given little attention for some time. ●The crew added a 
crushed glass pathway, using material the town acquired from Winchester. The 
Virginia city makes two grades of crushed glass from bottles collected throughout the 
city – sand and pebbles. 
 
TREE BOARD –Members of both the Park Board and the BEC serve on the Tree Board. 
Projects undertaken during the year included maintaining young trees in public spaces, 
including the park, near the library and in the historical park along North Main Street. 
●The board organizes the Arbor Day activities at the park and is responsible for several 
tree planting projects, including a dozen sizeable maple trees along the final section of 
the park’s one-mile trail. ●Through the effort of the Tree Board, Boonsboro has been 
named a Tree City USA for nine years in a row.  

 
ACTIVITIES & INITIATIVES INVOLVING BEC MEMBERS 

 
Low Waste Living Workshops, held four times during the year at Boonsboro Library, 
conducted by Boonsboro Green Fest Committee’s Zero Waste Exchange (ZWE). 
 
Green Team meetings, held six times during the year in the Town Hall Annex, members 
working toward recertification in Sustainable Maryland Certified. 
 
Clean Earth Challenge (litter program), April, program promoted by BEC members 
going to downtown businesses and by including litter tally sheets with the quarterly 
utility bills.  
 
Appalachian Trail 100-year Celebration, April 25, Washington Monument State Park, 
US Postal Service unveils forever Appalachian Trail stamp. 
 
Arbor Day Celebration and Park Clean-up, April 27, Shafer Park, organized by the Park 
Board, Tree Board and Environmental Commission. 
 
Boone Walk Ribbon Cutting Ceremony, April 27, Shafer Park, event announced the 
official opening of the completed mile-long trail loop in the park. 
 



Boonsboro Farmers Market, 11th annual market open from May 6 through Oct. 22, 
Shafer Park parking lot near Police Station, sponsored by the BEC – 526 customers 
attended opening day and 23 vendors set up shop. 
 
Swap & Recycling Event, May 10, at Shafer Park, sponsored by the Boonsboro Green 
Fest Committee, members help with preparations and during the day of the event. 
 
Pollinator Palooza, June 14, at the Washington County Ad Center – BEC set up a table 
with information about current efforts promoting pollinators in Boonsboro. 
 
Bay-Wise Certification Program (changing name to “Maryland Living Landscapes”), a 
BEC member now has a certified yard. University of Maryland Extension program is a 
homeowner education program conducted by Maryland Master Gardeners. 
 
Bulk Clean-Up Day, Oct. 11, Shafer Park, Community Center parking lot, town-
sponsored; BEC and Green Fest Committee members help organize and work during 
the annual event. 
 

∞∞ RECOGNITION ∞∞ 
 
Two BEC members were recognized by different organizations during the year: 

●Kathy Vesely was cited by the National Wildlife Federation for her 
organizational work done for the Clean Earth Challenge held in April. 

●Spice Cromie was honored by the Potomac Appalachian Trail Conservancy 
(PATC) with the Volunteer Award for the 2025 summer hiking season.   
 
 

BEC MEMBERS AT YEAR’S END 
Janeen Solberg, Chair 

Laura Schnackenberg, Vice Chair 
Spice Cromie, Recording Secretary 

Chris H. Atkins 
Amy Jones 

Jenn Sherwood 
Kathy Vesely 

Barbara Wetzel 
Town Council Liaison Terri Hollingshead 

 
 
 


