DRAFT
Town of Boonsboro
21 North Main Street, Boonsboro, Maryland 21713
Telephone: (301) 432-5141

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION
WEDNESDAY, July 08, 2026
PRESENT: Commission Members: Laura Schnackenberg, Amy Jones, Barb Wetzel, Chris Hammer Atkins, Jenn
Sherwood, Kathy Vesely, and Spice Cromie Council Liaison: Matthew Small
ABSENT: Janeen Solberg

Guest Speaker: N/A

PRESIDING: Regular meeting called to order at 7:01 PM by Vice Chairperson Schnackenberg.
Guest: N/A

APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
The June minutes were reviewed and approved with corrections.

OLD BUSINESS:
e Seal/logo design suggestions for the BEC
o0 Member Cromie re-designed the logo and submitted it to Chairperson Solberg for review.
e July 13th at 1:00 PM at Community Center for label removal on prescription bottles.
o Adhesive remover has been donated by Boonsboro Pharmacy.
e Two volunteers are still needed at the gate for the Washington County Ag Fair on July 18th from 4-8 PM.

New BUSINESS:
e In place of the regular BEC August meeting, members are encouraged to participate in the Low Waste
Living Workshop at the Boonsboro Free Library on Wednesday, August 19, 5:30 PM.
o Topic: Low Waste On-The-Go Traveling and Vacation Tips

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORTS: (Report given by)
ENERGY: (Spice Cromie)
e EV fire in Hagerstown highlighted the precautions necessary for firefighter safety and environmental
issues.
O Lithium-ion batteries burn at a maximum of 1,800 degrees F, versus entire gas-powered vehicles
at 1,500 degrees F.
Prone to thermal runaway (uncontrolled and unsuppressed burn).
More combustible expulsion creating a broader debris field.
Different and more toxic gas emissions than gas-powered vehicles.
o New cooling and submersion protocols needed.
e Fire statistics analysis per 100,000 vehicles per year
O EV: 25 (mainly due to mechanical failure)
O Gas-powered: 1,535 (mainly due to collision)
O Hybrid vehicles: 3,475 (mainly due to mechanical failure)

O O O

SOLID WASTE REDUCTION: (Janeen Solberg/Barb Wetzel)
e last year, Compost Crew stated they average 150 |bs per bin of compost were collected per week, but
also stated the same for current year.




o Currently utilizing one bin.
0 Requesting information for return of usable compost and discount on truckload prices.

BEAUTIFICATION (TREES/GREEN SPACES/GARDENING): (Barb Wetzel/Jenn Sherwood)
e No Update

PUBLIC EDUCATION/OUTREACH/SPEAKERS: (Barb Wetzel/Laura Schnackenberg)
e Autumn timeframe for the next speaker.

SUSTAINABLE MARYLAND CERTIFIED (SMC) GREEN TEAM: (Kathy Vesely)
e Application filed two weeks early.
® Response expected by August.

COMMUNITY GARDEN: (Chris Hammer Atkins/Janeen Solberg)
e Some plots were paid for but not gardened.
® Food Forest is being watered weekly and is thriving.

MONARCH WAY STATION GARDEN: (Jenn Sherwood)
® Gardenisin full bloom.
e 10 bags of mulch to be delivered.

APPALACHIAN TRAIL: (Spice Cromie)

e Meet & Greet with RidgeRunners was held on Thursday, June 11 from 6-8 PM at Path Finder Distillery.

e Reminder that all Trail Magic must be attended. Any unattended items will be discarded, and, if
possible, those responsible will be cited with littering by the Maryland Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR).

e Largest grouping of thru-hikers (“the bubble”) has passed.

o Currently, a mass group of non-thru-hikers is present at Dahlgren, but will be moving north
within the week.

® Recent storms created tree/limb blow-downs and other debris on the trail, and are being tended to by
the Potomac Appalachian Trail Conservancy (PATC).

e Member Cromie has renewed her PATC Annual Membership and remains the point-of-contact for
RidgeRunners.

FARMERS MARKET: (Kathy Vesely)

Averaging 500 customers per week.

Averaging 17 vendors per week.

Vacations decrease the number of vendors.
Frequent buyer program is proving to be popular.

NOMINATING: (Amy Jones / Laura Schnackenberg)
e One current applicant to be vetted.

ANNUAL REPORT AND GRANTS: (Barb Wetzel)

No Update.

TOWN UPDATE: (Matt Small)
o Dave Wade was sworn in as the third seat on Boonsboro Town Council.




® Permits not yet granted for moving power lines at Fletcher’s Grove / Chase Six Blvd. / Maple Ave.
e High’s Convenience Store is projected to open in August.
e A grading permit has been submitted by McDonald’s.

COMMISSION MEMBER COMMENTS:
e Fireworks debris remained after the show on July 3rd, but have been cleared by meeting time.
o Questions regarding responsibility / timeframe for clearing debris.
e Third EV station near Lacrosse fields not being pursued.
e Member Wetzel delivered a Green Fest donated carload of pet supplies.
e Member Vesely suggested to have Leave No Trace Principles to be added to the next town newsletter.

ADJOURN: The meeting was adjourned at 7:52 PM.

Respectfully submitted by
Spice Cromie

*Next meeting: Wednesday, September 9th, at 7 pm at Town Annex.
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